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PREFACE; 


HE fate of moſt that An- 
ſwer any particular Book 
or Treatiſe, . is ſuch, that 
one may- be. juſtly difcous 
raged from wndertakmg it: For bes 

ſides the great trouble the Anſwerer is 

put to, m following bis\ Author in all 
bis Digreſſums ;: wid. perhags. Impertis 
nences , and the: ſmall. game be. is oftet 
engaged m, about ſome ill-ſounding exe 
preſſion, or ſome miſunderſtood period ; 
the ſue of the whole buſmeſs in mats 
cers of ontroverſies, Comes at beſt to 
this, That it may be confeſt his Advers 
ſary has been too unwaty in ſom aſſers 
A% tionss 
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trons, or unconcluding in ſome of his 
Arguments : But ſtill men retam their 
old perſwaſums .: 4nd if . one whom 
they had ſet up for their Champion, 
ſhould happen to be baffled, they will 


only ſay that they miſtook their man z 


and Le being made quit the Stage, 
another. is fet in his. room. So that 
@t moſt their engagement proves to bs 
of the nature "7 

the iſſue of which only two Individn- 
als, and not two Parties are concerned. 
But when a” whole Body ſpeaks in one 
Yoice, here the undertaking of @ ſingle 


perſon, in oppoſition to them, may be 


thought indeed too hardy and bold ; 
but yet the debate becomes of more con- 
ſequence, at leaft to the one fide, be- 
cauſe the' Credit of thoſe againſt whom 
he writes, is fo well eftablifhed, that a 
Jatisfaftory Anſwer to what they offer 
as the flrength of their cauſe , muſt 
needs © have great effeft on thefe who 
examine thoſe matters Critically, aud 


judge of them Impartially, . 
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"The World hath been filled with the 
moiſe of the ( onverſions lately made 
in France; bnt it has been generally 
given out that the wiolences of Mone 
fieur de Mariltiac and the Souldiers, 
and the Payments diſpenſed by Mon- 
fieur Pelliflon , have been the mo 
prevailing Arguments hitherto made uſe 
of. That Great Ring has indeed m- 
ter poſed i m this matter, . with a Zeal, 
that if it were well direfted, mioht well 
become one who reckons theſe to be his 
moſt eſteemed Titles, that he is the 


Moſt Chriſtian King , and the 


Eldeſt Son of the Churchs © But 
amidſt all this noiſe of Converſions, we 
have heard more of the Temporal "ther 
Spiritual Sword ; and except in the 
iolences and ont-rages of ſome of 
the Clerey, we have not heard much 
of any ſhare they have had m ths 
matter. It is true, the (elebrated 
Explication of their Faith , wvyitten 
ſome years azo by the then Biſhop of 
Condom, now of Meatix, has made 

AZ a 
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8 great ſhew, and moſt of the Conver- 
fins n eſteemed Fl k Fo of that } 
Book ; And the eminent Vertues of the 
Author, joined with that great, gentle- 
neſs, by which be inſomates: bimſelf 
much into the Hearts .of all thoſe that 
come near him., bave. perhaps really 
wrought much on ſome , whoſe Con- 
ciences were by other motives, diſpo= 
ſed to be very eaſily perſwaded. Soft 
words and good periods,, bave alſo had 
ſome weight with ſuperficial Enquirers. 
But that Explication -of his, which 
may be well.called a good Plea, mas 
paged with much Skill and great Ele: 
quence for a bad cauſe, has been ſo 
often, and ſo judiciouſly anſwered, that 
I am confident fuch as have conſidered 
theſe Anſwers, are no more in danger 
of being blinded with that duſt, which 
be has fo ingemouſly raiſed : For it 
puſt be confeſſed, That his Book de- 
ſerves all the commendations that 
can be given it, for every thing ex- 
rept the fincerity of it, which ( 1 am 
orry 


The Preface: 
ſorry to ſay it ) is not of a piece with 


the other excellent qualities of that great 


Prelate. 

But now we have before us a work 
of much more importance, in which we 
may reaſonably conclude the ſtrength of 
the Roman: cauſe is to be found : 
Since it is the unanimous voice of the 
moſt learned and foundeſt part of that 
Communion ; For while the Spant- 
ards have chiefly amuſed themſelves 
mith the Metaphyſical ſubtilties of 
School-Divinity, and when the Italians 
have added to that, the ſtudy of the Ca- 
non Law, a5 the beſt way for prefer= 
ment ; the French have now for above 
an 4ze been ſet on a more. ſolid and 
generous purſuit of - true Learning : 
They have laboured in the - publiſhing 
of the Fathers Works,, with great dili- 
gence , and more ſmcerity than could 
be expected in any other part of that 
Church ; where the watchful Eyes of 


Inquifitor's might have prevented that 


Fidelity which they have obſerved im 
| A 4 pub- 
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publiſhing thoſe Records of Antiquis 


fy : So: that the ſlate of the for- 
mer Ages of the (hurch 1s better 
underſtood there than in any other 
Nation of that Communion. Nor has 
the Secular Clergy, or Laity, only 
laboured with great faithfulneſs m 
thoſe enquiries, ſuch as Albaſpine, 
De Marca, Godeau, Launnoy , 
Huetius , Rigaltius, Valeſius and 
Baluſius ; to name no more; but even 
that Order, which is not ſo much ad 
mired over the World for great fcrn- 
pulofity of Conſcience, has produced 
there ſeveral great Men, -that are ne- 
ver to be named but with Honour , 


fuch as Fronto Duczus, and Peta- 


vius ; but above all, Sirmondus , 
through whoſe Writings there runs ſuch 
a tmeture of Candour and Probity , 
that im matters of fat, Proteſtants 
are generally more enclined to acquieſce 
im his autbority, than thoſe of his own 
perſwafion are ; which made them afraid 
4t Rome to give him free acceſs to 

; __; 


<* , {Ng bk 5 = Raj” * , > 
Cue | Ie” A, TY LO >, "0" Bens gf 


ly 


The -Preface: 


x their Manuſcripts, Nor is the Learns 
+ ing of the Gallican Church that for 


which they are chiefly to be eſteemed : 


It muſt alſo be acknowledged , that 


| from the ſludy of the Ancient Fas 


thers many of them ſeem to have 
derived a - ereat meaſure * of their 
Spirit, which has engaged diverſe 
among them to ſet forward as great 
a Reformation as" the Conflitition 
of their Church can admit of. They 
have endeavoured not only to diſco- 
Ver the corruptions in Morality and 
Caſuiſtical Divinity, and many 0- 
ther abuſes in the Government of the 


Church, but have alfo mfuſed in their 


(lergy a greater Reverence for the 
Scriptures , a deeper ſenſe of the 
Paſtoral Care, and a hizher value for 
Holy Orders, than had appeared among 
them for divers Ages before. Some 


' of their Biſhops have ſet their (lergy 
' great Examples : and a diſpoſition of 
| Reforming mens Lives, and of reſto 


ring the Government of the Church ac- 
cording 


The Preface. 
cording to the Primitive Rules, hath 


been ſuch, that even thoſe who are better | 
Refor med , both. as to their DoFtrine | 


and Wo ſhip, ,mſt yet acknowledge 


that there are many things among them 


highly Imitable, and by which they are 


a great reproach to others, who have not 


ſtudied to copy after theſe patterns they 
have ſet them.  'The World will be 
or ever bound.to Honour the Names 
of- Godeau, :Paſchall, Arnauld , 


andthe Autbor of the Eſſays of Mora- | 


[ny ; .and theſe thoughts which they 
have ſet an foot, are ſo juſt and true, 
that. though: their excellent Biſhaps are 
20 almoft all gone. off. the Stage, -and 
Aare-not Jucceeded by men of thew own 
tempers, yet it us to be hoped, that 


theſe ſeeds fo form do ſtill grow where 
they: find a ſoil diſpoſed for them, For 


though . ſuch Notions: are not <very 
grateful to. ſome whoſe Intereſts biaſs 


them another way, vr to others whoſe 


ll lives make them look on all Books 


of a fevere e Piety T and that deft on 4 
ſtr Wh, 
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ftri& Diſcipline, as ſo many Satyrs wnt , 
againſt themſelves ; yet to ſuch as are 
not prepoſſeſſed nor corrupted; nothing 
daes fo eaſily enter, and continue jo 
fixed as thoſe Maximes which. they m- 
Fs uſe ; particularly thoſe of the neceſſity 
4 Vocarian of the Holy Ghoſt 
#5. one enters into Holy "% ders. 
and a ftritt application to the care of 
Souls, after one has engagedi in them. 
Truth and Goodnefs are in their Na- 
tures ſo Congenia), that there is no 
way fo certain to lead men to the 
knowledge of the Truth, as to form 
their minds mwardly to ſuch a ſenſe of 
Piety and Cadek as may make them 
fit receptacles of Truth. Thus did 
the Heathen Philoſophers begin at the 


purging their Auditors minds, by their 


cleanſmy Do&trmes before they commu- 
nicated to them their ſublumer Pre- 
cepts. Amonz the Jews, the Sons 
of the Prophets were long prepared in 
a. courſe of Mortification and Devetion : 
that ſo they might become capable of 

Dive 
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Divine illapſes, and our Saviour bes i : 


Yan his Inſtruftions with the correc x ( 


ing the il Morals of his Followers and | 


Hearers ; and did not communicate 


the bigher Myſteries of his Doftrine to | 


them till they were well _ for it ; 
fince, as he ſaid himſelf , the way to 


know his Dottrine, whether it was - 


of God or not, was to do his will, 


which makes the faiſeof of the Soul bes F 


come as exatt in judging of its objeft, 
as a ſound ſtate of 5X4 

Organs of - Bodily Senſes fit to re- 
preſent their objefts diſtmEly to us. 
And therefore that (hurch that has ad- 
vanced ſo far mthe reforming the Mo- 
rals of the People, and the Conduft 
of the Clergy , may be ery juſtly 


eſteemed the m4 as well as the moſt | 


learned part of the Roman Commu- 
nion: Though it is not tobe denied, 
but the Fealoufie that thoſe men of bet 
ter Notions have fallen under , what 
by the Intereſt the Jeſuites have gamed 


both at Court and in the Sorbonne 1 


what 


makes th x * 


es 
(bo | 
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; | what by the willingneſs that is in the 


7 greateſt part of Men, particularly of 


g < 
= þ corrupt Eccleſuſticks , to love looſer 


Principles, and what by the odious names 
of Innovators, of Men enclined to He- 


 refre, Schiſm: or Faction, is ſuch, that 


as on the one hand they avel ookt at with 
an ill Eye, as: a fort of men that are 


' neither _ BY to the King nor 


to the Pope ; Ss they on the other hand, 


- | fo free themſelves from theſe imputatis 
' ons, have perhaps departed too much 
from theſe ſincere principles which they 


had at firſt laid down, and have beta- 
ken themſelves to ſome Arts and Pos ' 
licies that do not become men ſoenlights 
ned as they are. But 1 will not en» 
| large more on this, becauſe I honour 


' them fo much, and have learned {0 


much from them, that I will rather 
bewail, than inſult over their failings. 
But though they themſelves are thus 
ſuſpefed , yet ſuch is the force of 
Truth , and the Evidence of thoſe 
Maxeinies which they hold , and the 
+ Yo >> - a 
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World is ſo poſſeſſed with them, that Þjt: 
even their greateſt Enemies are forced 
to yield to them, rather perhaps be: 
cauſe they dare not ſcandalize the F e| 
World,. by keeping up abuſes, of which | tl 
all pebple are convinced , than out of 1 
any inward affeftion they bear to a tl 
ſevere or Primitive Diſcipline. By © 4 
this means it is that' there is now no- V 
thing more common,” in all the parts | of 
of France, than to talk of a Re- © j0 
formation of abuſes, even in thoſe 
places where the Prelates Example is Mm 
perhaps one of the moſt conſpicuous of © C 
all the Abuſes. | | to 

To what has been ſaid this may be w 
| added, That their Glorious and Con- to 
quering Monarch being now poſſeſſed | Ce 
with this Maxime, That he will have \tt 
but one Religion in his Domini- vt 
ons, every one there looks on the re- j On 
ducing many of thoſe they call He- | 4 
reticks, as a ſure way to obtain his ſ# 
favour , and ſo to attain to great © 
Dignities in the Church, Tt is cer» 

T Ea ”, tain, 
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tain , the moſt refined Wits there are 
Snow ſet on work to bring out the 
rength of their caufe with the greats 
eſt advantage that is poſſible. Therefore 
| the Aſſembly General of their Clergy be- 
fl ing called together, (and being þ much 

the more engaged to fhew their Zeal 
j | © againſf® Herefie , that they might c0- 
z= ver themſelves from the Reproaches 
ts of ſome that are more byotted , 

- | for their compliance with the King 
7 "in the matter of the Regale, ) hath 
is now made an Addreſs to all the 
of © Calviniſts of France, inviting them 

.to return to their Communion ; to 
> which they have added Direftions 
'- to thoſe that ſhall labour im theſe 
qd Converſions ; which they call Me- 
ve .thods, by Which their minds are in 
FN general to be wrought upm , withe 
e- out entring into the detail of theſe 
>. | Arguments, by which the Controver- 
is fies have been hitherto managed. 1 
# | Lcofeſs ; when I read theſe fort , 1 
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was aſtoniſhed at moſt things im them, | 
and could have almoſt thought that a 
Veron or a Maimbourg had pub: 


that Auguſt Body ; but I know the! 
Preſs _— is ſo regulated, and the! 
Conſtitution of that Kingdom i ts ſuch, 
that ſo groſs an abuſe "could not be 


| 


put upon the World. Befi des; when - 


T had over and over again laid all 


theſe methods together, T found that | 
indeed all the ſtrength of their Cauſe lay 


divided among them : So that if there 
is no extraordinary force in them,” it is. 
becauſe the Caufe can bear nothing 


that is more ſolid or more carving 


cing. T doubt not but the Letter , 

and theſe Methods will be examined 
in France ; with that clearneſs and 
exatineſs that may be expefted from 
the many extraordmary Pens that | 
are there, But T being earneſtly des. 
fired to write ſomewhat concerning 
it , have adventured on it, T have 
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firſt begun at home , and ſince here 
we have the concurring voice of ſo 
great and ſo learned a Church conz 
cerning the methods of converting 
Proteſtants, T hope it will be no unz 
acceptable thing to this Nation to put 
theſe m Engliſh , together with ſuch 
Refleftions on them as may be more 
eafuly apprehended by every Reader 
that has but a due meaſure of Ap: 
plication and Judgement ; though he 
has not amuſed himſelf much with deep 
ſtudies of Divinity, T ſhall bold im 
the general and to the Rational 
part as they. do, without going 
further in any particular Enquiry , 
than ſhall ſeem in ſome fort neceſ« 
(- ary: LE BETS 

I ought to make great Apologies 
for ſo hardy an Enterprize , but T 
cannot do that without giving the 
Reaſons that determined me to it , 
which is not at preſent convents 
ent. Therefore 1 muſt only in genes 
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ral 
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ral beg the Readers Charity , and 


that ke will not impute this attempt 


to any forwardneſs of mine, or to 
any extravagant opinion 1 may have 


of my ſelf, as if T were fit to en- 


ter the Lifts with ſuch great pers 


ſons, to whom T pay all that Reve- 
rend efteem which becomes both to 
their (harafters and Qualities, and 
fo Whom I know better what is duc, 
than to preſume to ſay any thing 
in contradietion to them, if I were 
not led to it by that which I owe to 
Truth, and to the God of Truth : 
After I have examined both their 
Letter, and the Methods added to 
it, T will venture further, and 
offer on the other hand ſuch Conſt- 
derations as are juſt and lawful pre- 
Judices againſt that Communion , and 
are ſuch as ought, at leaſt, to put all 
men in doubt that things are not 
right among them, and to diſpoſe 
them to believe that matters in Con» 
. Fr 02 
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troverſie between them and us ought 
to be examined more exaftly and 
impartially, and that upon a gene- 
ral view, the prejudices lie much 
ſtronger im our favours, than «s 
gainſt MS, 
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The Lerner writ. by 
the Aſſembly of the Cler- 
Y > .to the Gyhmbrl10 


France. 


The Arch-Biſhops, - Biſhops, . and - the 
whole Gallican Clergy, aſſembled at Pa- 
ris by the Kzzgs authority, wiſh to 
their Brethren of the, Calviniſt 
Sect, Amendment, and a returz 
to the Church, and an Apree- 
ment with it, 


Brethren, 


H E. whole Church of 
Chriſtdoes now of a great, 
while groan, and your 
Mother being filled with 

' holy and. ſincere tender- 

_ nels for you, does with regret ſee you 

rent from her'Belly, her Breaſts, and 

her Boſome, by a voluntary , Separa- 
| B 3 tion, 
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tion, and continue {till to ſtray in rhe 
Delſart. 

For how can a Mother forget the 
Children of her Womb, or the Church 
be unmindful of her love to you that 
areffill her Children, though you have 
forgot your duty to her ?: The InfeCtion 
of Erroyr, and the violence of the Ca/- 
viniſtical Separation having drawn you 
away from: the: Catholick Truth, and 
the purity of the Ancient- Faith, and 
ſeparared you from the head of the 
Chriſtian Unity. From hence is it, 
Brethren, that {he groans and complains 
molt grievoully , but yet moſt loving- 
ly, tat her howels are torn : She 
ſeeks for her Sons that are loſt, ſhe 
calls asa Partridge, as a Hen ſhe would 

ather them together, as an Eagle 
Ihe provokes them to fly ; and being 
again in the pangs of travel, ſhe de- 
fires to bear you a ſecond time, ye /:r- 
tle Children, that ſo Chriſt may be again 
formed in you, according to Truth, in 
the way of the Catholick Church. | 

Therefore we the whole Gallicarn 
Clergy, whom the Holy Ghoſt has ſet 
to govern that Church in which you 
were born, and who -by an uninter- 
Tupted Inheritance hold the ſame Faith, 


as well as the ſame Chairs, which 


thoſe 


to the Proteſtants. 


thoſe Holy Biſhops held, who firit 
brought the Chriftian Religion into 
France, do now call on you, and as 
the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, we ask you, 
as if God did beſeech you by us, Why 
have you made Separation from us ? 

For indeed, whether you will or 
not, ſuch are your circumſtances, thar 
you are our Brethrey, whom all our 
Common Father did long ago receive 
into the adoption of Children,and whom 
our common Morber,the Church, did likes 
wile receive into the hope of our Eternal 
Inheritance. Andeven he himſelf who 
firſt bewitched you, that you ſhould not 
obey the- Truth of the Goſpel, the 
Standard-bearer of your profeſſion, did 
at firſt live amongſt us as a Brother, in 
all things of the ſame mind with us. 
Were we not all of the ſame houſhold ? 
Did we not all eat of the ſame Spiri- 
tual meat ? And did not he perform 
among us the mutual Offices of Bro- 
therly Charity ? See if you can find 
any excuſe either to your Father, your 
Mother, or your Brethren, to take off 
the Infamy of ſo wicked, ſo ſudden, 
and ſo raſha flight; of this dividing 
of Chriſt, the renting the Sacraments 
of Chriſt, an-1mpious War againſt the 


members of Chriſt , the accuſing the 
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Spouſe of -Chriſt, and the denial of the 
Promiles of Chriſt ? . Excuſe and waſh 
off theſe things if you can: -But ſince 
you cannot do it, then confeſs that you 
are fallen under that charge of the Pro- 
phet, Az ewil Son calls himſelf righteous, 
but he cannot waſh off his departure. © 
Wherefore then, Brethren, have you 
not continued in the root with the whole 
World ? Why did you break the Vows 
and the Wiſhes of the Faithful, with 
the Altars on which they were offered ? 
Why did you intercept the courle of 
Prayer from the Altars, from whence 
was the aſcent to God ? Why did you 
then with Sacrilegious hands endea- 
vour to remove the Ladder that came 
down to thoſe Stones, that ſo Prayers 
might not be made to God after the 
cuſtomary manner. Other SeCtarics 
hitherto have indeed attempted thar , 
not that they might overthrow the 4/- 
tar of Chriſt,but that they might raiſe up 
their own A/tar,Juchas it was,againſt the 
Altar of Chriſt. But you, as if you had de- 
{aned to deſtroy the Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
have dared to commit a crime unheard 
of before theſe times. . You have de- 
Rroyed the Altars of the.Lord of Hoſts, 
in which the Sparrow (Chriſt) had cho- 
jen to himſelf an Houſe, and the Tur- 
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to the Proteſtants. 


| de (the Church) a Neſt, where ſhe 
| might lay her young. 


It was this Schiſmatical fury that 
brought forth theſe things, and allhar 


” has followed ſince, either of Wars 


againſt the Church, or of Errours 
againſt the Ancient DoCtrine : Nor 


* would we have thoſe things aſcribed 


ſo much to your Inclinations as to the 


- nature of Schiſm. But this is that up- 
- on which we expoſtulate with you in 
; particular, and which we ask of you 
- without ceaſing, Why have you made 
+: the Schiſm? And unlels you anſwer this, 


how well ſoever you may ſpeak or write 


' of other things, it is all to no purpoſe. 


We do not doubt, but in anſwer to 


* this, you will make uſe of that old and 
.- common defence of all Schiſmaticks , 


and that you who upon trial, know 


- rhat it is not poſſible to ſhake the Do- 
 Atrines believed by us, will begin to 
- inveigh againſt the Morals of our men, 
' as if holier perſons, who love ſeverer 
Laws, could not hold it creditable for 


* their reputation, or ſafe to their Con- 


: fciences, to live with ſuch men. Theſe 


» 


are the things forſooth, Brethren , for 


which the Unity of Chriſt is rent by 


|you, the Inheritance of your Brethren 
1s blaſphemed, and the Vertue and 
| | Truth 


Pb 


Truth of the Sacramentsof the Church 7 
are deſpiſed : Conſider how far you / 
have departed from the Goſpel in this. > 
Theſe things thar you object were? 
leſs conſiderable borh for number and” 
weight, or perhaps unknown, and may} 
be nor at all rrue. Burt if they had been? | 
true, and acknowledged, and worl 
than they were, yet thoſe Tares ought. 
to have been ſpared by Chriſtians, tor. . 
the ſake of the Wheat : for the vices. 
of the bad are to be endured, becauſe: * 
of the mixture of the good. Moſes en, | 
dured thouſands that murmured againf” 
God. Samuel endured both E!:*s Sons 
and his own, that ated perverſly 
Chriſt himſelf, our Lord, endured Jr 
47s thar was his Acculer, and a Thict 
and alſo his Petrayer. The Apoſtles en 
dured falſe Brethren, and falſe Apoſtle 
that ojpoſed them and their Doctrine: 
And S. Pail, whodid not ſeek his own ; 
things, but the things of Jeſus Chriſt. , 
converſed with great patience amore. , 
thoſe that ſorzht their own thinzs, ani! q 
not the things of Teſus Chriſt. But you" , 
dear Brethren, notonly have not endu- y 
red the Church, your Mother, and th! £ 
Spouſe of Chri!t, but have rent, torn þ 
and violated her Unity : And that ya v 
might thus rend, tear and violate her £; 
you” 
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rch : you have charged the blemiſhes of pri- 


YOu © vate perſons on her, whom Chriſt has 
* © cleanſed with the waſhing of Water 
'IC? through the Word of Lite, that he 
an” might preſent her glorious to himſelf, 
Na! without either ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
wo? ſuch thing, 
ork What remains then, Brethren, but 
'Sht” that for your ſakes we follow that ad- 
10! vice of the Holy Ghoſts, Bleſſed are the 
IC) Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called rhe 
aule!” $ous of God. And that by the Bowels 
" CNN's of Mercy, which you have hitherto 
unſ 'torn; by the Womb of the Church, 
SON your Mother , which you have burſt ; 
rlly by the Charity of Brethren, which you 
/% have ſooft violated ; by the Sacraments 
hich of God, which you have deſpiſed ; by 
SEN the Altars of God, which you have 
fil broken ; and by every thing, Sacred 
me or Divine, that is worſhipped either 
OV! in Heaven or Earth ; we exhort you 
wilt with the Hearts of Brethren to amend, 
"ONE. to return, and to be reconciled. And 
«7% what indeed remains, but that you, 
you"! forgetting the Schiſm, and remembring 
nd your Mothers Breaſts, ſhould again 
| tit! come home, where there are ſo many 
OI hired Servants that have bread enough, 
yo while you cannot gather up crumbs tor 
her ſatisfying in any fort your Spiritual 
you © © E hunger, 


The Clerey's Letter 


hunger , being in a dry and untrodden 
Deſarr. Why then do you delay or with- 
ſtand this? Are you aſhamed to be 
reckoned Children with thoſe, among 
whom the eldeſt Son Lewzs is daily eret- 
ing new Trophies to the Church his 
beſt Mother : Who, by reaſon of your 
wilfulneſs, is in this only not entirely 
happy, that although he is daily de- 
creeing many things both religiouſly | 
and piouſly for maintaining Chriſtian. 
ty, yet he ſees ſome of his own Sub: 
jects, who have of their own accord, 
torſaken the Religion of their Country, 
and have betaken themſelves to foreign} 
rites, being Apoſtates from Religion, j 
and delerters of the Ancient Warfare, 
ro continue {till in their Errour. And} 
this Moſt Chriſtian King did lately ing 1 
our hearing ſay, Thar he did ſo earneſt-fj # 
ly deſire to ſee all thoſe broken and ſcat-F 
tered parceis brought back to the Unityl 
of the Church, that he would eſteem it 
his Glory to compals it with the ſhed-] 
ding of his own Royal blood, and even 
with the loſs of that Invincible Arm, 
by which he has ſo happily made an# 
end of ſo many Wars. Will you then, 
Brethren, envy that Palm of Vittory 
ro this moſt Augult Prince, and yourf 
King that has {ubdued ſo many and ſuch} -- 
«0 mighty® 


'F# 
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mighty Enemies, that has taken ſo ma- 
ny ſtrong Towns, and has conquer'd 
ſuch great Provinces, and is eminent 
in his Triumphs of all forts, and yer 
would prefer this Victory to all the 
reſt ? | 

But, Brethrez, while we thus call up- 
on you, and exhort you to the Counſels 
F of Peace, do not you ſay, Seek us mor, 
for this is the. language of Iniquity, by 
which we are divided, and not of Cha- 


i-| rity, by which weare Chriſtians. Re- 


-& member that the Spirit of Truth and 
{ Peace has commanded us by the Pro- 
# phet not to ceaſe to ſay to thoſe who 
' deny that they are our Brethren, You are 
: our Brethren. 2 $1 

* . Whattime can offer it {elf more fitly 
+ for calling you back to the Romax Com- 


ins Munion than this, in which Pope, 7-- 
_& zoceut governs the Roman Church ; 


.| whoſe life and manners being formed 
| according to the ancient and levere diſ- 


| cipline, preſent a perfeCQ pattern of Holi- 


| neſs tothe Chriſtian World : So that it 
Will be both for your Honour as wellas 
# for your Happineſs, and a mark.of great 
? Vertue in you, to: joyn: your ſelves to 
- imwhois ſuch an eminent cheriſher of 
all Vertue. | 


There- 
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Therefore as for you that need a Phyfi- 
cian,that are the members of Chriſt, and 
noble ones too, bought with the ſame 
price, but are torn from the Head and| 
—_— of the Church, through the wick. ! 
ed traud of all our common Enemy, } 
we pray you by the Eternal God ſu er 
your ſelves to be healed, receive this} 
admonition, and this humble Prayer# 
of ours: For ſuch is our gentleneſs and} 
compaſſion towards you, that we'can} 
confidently uſe the loweſt expreſſions} 
poſſible. And do you in a Brotherly# 
manner take hold of this occaſion, thats 
we offer you with ſuch brotherly love,” 
that ſo at laſt, through the grace of : 
our God, the night of _ Er. 
rour being diſffipated, the Light of Dt 
vine Truth may ſhine. daily more and: 
more ;' ſuffer not the: weak and ignorant; 

art of the Chriſtian flock to periſh,” 

cauſe of ſome Jealouſies that you! 
have raſhly taken up againſt our Faith's | 
Do you think it unſeemly to diſcovers 
your Diſeaſe to the Phyſician ? Give 
place both to Repentance and Phyſick 
and addreſs your felves humbly to? 
God, andeſteem this tobe that which s” 
chiefly, and only honourable in' Chrt-; 


ſtians. 
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hyſi-5 But if you will with obſtinate minds 
, and} refuſe to do this while we thus exhort 
| you, if you will not be overcome by 
| and} Prayers, nor bended by Charity, nor 
vick.' wrought on by Admonitions to a Re- 
| conciliation, the Angels of Peace will 
; weep bitterly ; but yet for all that we 
| will not leave you to your ſelves, 
ayes though that were but juſt to be done to 
5 and perſons ſo excefſively obſtinate ; we 
= will not give over our ſeeking for the 
{ Sheep of Chriſt among the Hedges and 
7} Thorns ; and when we have done all 

# by which your minds ought to have 
love; been reconciled to us, at laſt our Peace, 
e of. which is ſo earneſtly and ſincerely of- 
Er; fered to you, when it 1s rejected' by 
* Di. you, ſhall return tous: Nor will God 
- and} any longer require your Souls at our 
YTrant: hands. And as this your laſt errour 
riſh, will be worſe than your former, to your 
you} laſt end will be worſe than any thing 
Lth's you have formerly felt. But Brethren, 
we hope better things, and things which 
ivg accompany ſalvation. 
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Francis Arch-biſhop of Paris, Preſi- 
dent. | 

Charles Maurice Arch-biſhop and 

; Duke of Rheims. 

* Charles Arcii-biſhop of Ambrun. 


James 


In 


LI2 


James Arch-biſhop and Duke of Cam- | 
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bray. 
Hyacinth Arch-biſhop of Alby. 
Mi. Phelipeaux Arch-biſhop of Bourges. 
Tames Nicholas Colbert Arch-biſhop of 
Carthage, Coadjutor of Roxer. 
Lewis of Bourlemout Arch-biſhop of | | 
? 


Bourdeaux. 
Gilbert Biſhop of T ourney. 
Nicholas Biſhop of Rzez. | 
Daxiel Biſhop and Earl of Yalexce and! 
Die. | 
Gabriel Biſhop of Autur: 
Wifllian Biſhop of Bazas. 
Gabriel Biſhop of Auranches: 
Fames Biſhop of Meaux. 
Sebaſtian Biſhop of Sz. Malo. | 
L. M. Ar. de Simiaxe Biſhop and Duke, 
of Langres. I 
Fr. Leo Bilhop of Glandeves. 
Lucas Biſhop of Frioul. | 
F. B. M. Colbert Biſhop and Duke of 
Monntauban. + ; 
Charles Biſhop of Mortpelizer. 
Francis Biſhop of Mane. 
Charles Biſhop of La Y aur. 
Andrew Biſhop of Auxerre. 
Francis Biſhop of Troyes. 
Lewis Biſhop and Earl of Chalons. 
Francis Biſhop of Trigmer, 
Peter Biſhop of Bellay, 


| 
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Gabriel | 
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Gabriel Biſhop of Cenſerans: 
Lewis Biſhop of Ale. 
Humbert Bilhop of Talle} 

7. B. D* Eftampes Bilhop of Marſeilles. 
Fr. de Camps deligned Coadjutor of 
Glandeves. | 
De St. George deligned Biſhop of M/- 

cor. | 
Paul Phil. de Luſionan. - 
Lud. d Eſpinay de St: Luc, 
C. Lepy de Coadelets. 


L1 Faye. 


Cocquelin. 
Lambert. 
P, de Bermund. 
A. H. de Fleury. 
De Viens. 

F. Fens 

A. de Maupion. 


- Le Franc de la Granze. 


De Senanx. 

Parra Dean of Bellay. 
De Boſhe. 

M. de Rataban. 
Clement de Poundenxs; 
Boot. 

De Gourgaes. 

De Villeneuve de Vence; 
F.F. de P Eſcure. 
Peter le Roy. 

A. de Soupets, 
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A. Argoud Dean of Vienna. 


Gerbais. 

De Bauſſet. 

G. Bochart de Champigny. 

Conrcier. 

Cheroz. 

A. Faure. 

F. Maucroix. 

De la Borcy. 

De Francqueville. | 

Armand Bazin de Beſons, Agent-Ge- | 
neral of the Clergy of Fraxce. i 

F. Deſmaretz Agent-General of the | 
Clergy of Frazce. | 
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REMARKS 


On the former 


LETTER: 


HE tender exprefſions with 
which this Letter begins, 
give the World ſome hopes 


that the Gallican Clergy have 
bowels of Compaſſion, for thoſe they 
call their Brethre» and Little Children, 


though the figures of a Partridgeor an 


Eazle aretoo forced to flow from affecti- 
ons much: moved. But the feverities 
now exerciſed in moſs parts of Fraxce 
look like Z/a#s hands, while the Cler- 
oy ſpeak with Jacob*s voice. 

The many terrible EdiCts that come 
out daily againſt thoſe of that perſwa- 
ſion, and the much greater ſeverity 
with which they are executed, do not 
very well agree with this melting lan- 
guage. Perhaps ſome may think thole 


EdiQts are Civil things, and that the 


C 2 Inten- 
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Intendants or other Officers who exe- 
cute them, being of the Laity, there- 
fore the Clergy are no way concerned 
fn it. Butif the blame of this 15 taken 
oft from them, it muſt be laid ſome- 
where elſe. - It is notoriouſly known 
that the King himſelf is not at all of a 
bloody diſpolition, but is merciful and 
gentle : So that for all the hard mea- 
lure that many of thoſe who are forced 
to fly hither for refuge, feel, yet they 
do acknowledge that they owe it to the 
Kings tenderneſs to his people, and 
averlion from , Cruelty , that it 1s not 
Worſe with them ; and that they are not 
maſſacred and deſtroyed tobe the effect 
of his Clemency and Protection. And of 
this he has lately given the World a 
double aſſurance, both in the Letters he 
ſent to the Biſhops of , Frazce, and in 
thoſe he ſent with them to-the Deputies 
in the Teveral Provinces, Printed toge- 
ther with this Letter of the Clergy. In 
the firſt are theſe words, Recommending 
to you above all things the : managing the 
Sprrits of thoſe of that Religion with Gen- 
. Ueneſs ; and to uſe no other force but. that 
. of” Reaſon, for the bringing them again t0 
the knowledge of the Truth, without doins 
any thing. agataſt the Ediits and Declara- © 
. roms, by the vertue of which the exerciſe 
of 
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of that Relioion is tolerated within my 
Kingdom. This is a little varied in the 
ſecond Letter thus, 1 recommend to you 
above all to manage the Spirits of thoſe of 
that Religion with gentleneſs, and to hin> 
der the doing of any thing that may be an 
Invaſion on that which is granted them by 
the Edits and Declarations made in their 
favours. 

We will not have ſo criminal a 
thought of ſo glorious a Prince, as 
to {uſpeCt his {incerity in this: and 
therefore when it tis as viſible as 
the day, that thoſe Edicts are broken 
almoſt in every branch of them, we 
muſt conclude that either the King is 
not well informed of the nature of thoſe 
Edicts, or 1s not acquainted with the 
violationof them : And ſince no King, 
how great ſoever, canſce but with other 
mens Eyes, and that it-is not to he 
imagined that a Prince ſo employed, as 
he is, can have read and examined the 
Edicts granted by his Anceftors in favour 
of thar Religion, it mult be concluded, 


_ that thoſe who have procured the pal- 


fing thoſe lare EdiQts that contradict the 
former, have either flarly impoſed on 
him, by making him believe they were: 
not contrary” to! them, 'or have founc 

out ſome light Equivocation : in the. 
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words of the former EdiQs, upon which 
that Great King has been induced to 
paſs thoſe Edits, which have come 
out of late ſo frequently againſt them. 
In this whole matter no political con- 
{ideration 1s fo much as pretended, the 
Intereſts of State lie clearly againſt it. 
The deſign is we!l enough underſtood. 
A Zeal for extirpating Hereſfie, and the 
advancement of the Kings Glory 1s all 
that we hear given out for warranting 
thoſe ſeverities, which lie ſo heavy on 
ſuch great numbers of the beſt Subjects 
that France has. 

The Intereſt that ſome of that Aſſem- 
bly, the Preſident 1n particular, has in 
the management of the attairs that con- 
cern the Spirituality, and the high Pa. 
negyricks which that body both offer 
to the King, and give of him for his 
proceedings in that affair, ſhew that as 
ſome of them ſet them on, ſo the reſt 
approve of them : So that upon the 
whole matter, all the hard uſage the 
poor Proteſtants meet with, lies at their 
door. 

It is hard to perſwade the World 
that they can have ſuch Bowels, while 
they thus tear thoſe they call their Z:#- 
tle Children with their Paws : Suppoſe 
zheir Children were miſtaken , — 

T* 
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Errours, yet they ſhould be Fathers 
ſtill, and not ſtarve them to death, be- 
cauſe they cannot either change theit 
thoughts, or become ſo impious as to 
joyn in a Worſhip which they think 
is not only Superititious but Idola- 
rrous. Mens opinions are not in their 
own power , x ors underſtandings are 


neceſſary Agents, and are determined 


by the evidence of things ſet before 


them: Our wills can indeed engage our 
underſtandings to make enquiries with 
more application ; they can alſo biaſs 
us with ſome partiality, for that in 
which we find our Interefts ; they can 
likewiſe command our actions, ſo 
that we may diſguiſe and diſſemble our 
opinions : But their dominion goes no 
further. - It 1s not to be doubted but a 


{mall part of that hard uſage which 


thoſe oppreſſed French-men have met 
with, has more than determined them 
to enquire narrowly into thoſe opinions, 
which were infuſed in them by their 
education : And has wrought ſo effe- 
Qually on them, 2s to make them wiſh 
they could be of another mind ; but 
after all, if they-ſee nothing but force 
to work on them, and manifeſtly dif- 
cern the weakneſs of thoſe Reaſons that 
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are offered for their Conviction , what 
remains but that either they muſt do 
violence to themſelves,and ſojoyn in that 
monſtrous Idolatry of a worſhipping as 
a God, that which they believe tobe on- 
ly a piece of Bread; or that they muſt 
ill roan under thoſe miſeries to 
which {ce themſelves condemned ; 
which muſt needs poſſeſs them with 


ſuch an opinion of the Cruelty of thoſe 


that call themſelves their Fathers, that 
all the tender expreſſions they read 
in this Letter cannot root it out : For 
Peeds are much ſurer evidences of 
mens affections than Words. The Ti- 
cle ofa Father agrees 1!] with the Rage of 
an Enemy. Sg + of 

The Members of this Aſſembly pre- 
tend they go in the traces of thoſe who 
firſt brought the Chriſtian Religion in- 
to France; and that they hold the ſame 
Faith, as well as they poſſeſs the ſame 
Chairs. It were to be wiſhed, that 
they were alſo acted with the ſame 
Spirit of meekne!s and gentleneſs ta- 
wards thoſe who differ from them, and 
that they had the ſame avyerſion to Cru- 
elty that we find among the Ancients. 
[ ſhall not here alledge what Tertulliar 
and Cyprias have ſaid in general againſt 
m_— 2. 3 Se Crucky 
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- - Cruelty on the account of Religion, nor 
; what La#antius has more copiouſlly en- 
| larged on. But fince they mention 
* thoſe that firſt eſtabliſhed the Chriſti- 


an mongon in Fraxce, I ſhall ofter to 
them what the firſt of the Ga/licaz Bi- 


| ſhops (who had an occaſion given him 
| to write of ſuch matters, Hilary of 
* Poitiers) ſaid againſt the Ariars, who 


were perſecuting the Orthodox under 


- Conſtantins;, though their greateſt ſeve- 


rities were not equal to thoſe that the 
Proteſtants are now made to ſuffer. 


| Tt will be unreaſonable to alledge that 


what Hilary ſaid againſt that Perſecu- 
tion cannot quadrate with the preſent 
caſe, the one being done by an Hereti- 
cal Emperour, and the other by a 
Aft Chriſtian King. I ſhall avoid the 
making any odious compariſon in this 
matter ; but this muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that it is to beg the queſtion to ſay, 
the one perſecuted to advance an errour, 
whereas the other does it to ſuppreſs 
errour ; and it will appear that he 
wrote not ſincerely, if he did not con- 
demn that way of proceedipg in what 
cauſe ſoever it were employed : For 
he plainly {ays, the Biſhops would 
have oppoſed ſuch methods eyen to ad- 
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Y Ad Conſt. 
Permitrrar le- 
Nitas tua po- 
Pulis ut quos 
voluerinr, 
quos Puraye- 
rinr, quos 
elegerinr, 
audiant do- 
centes, & di- 
vina myſte- 
riorum ſolen- 
ni2 concele- 
brent & pro 
mncolumitare 
& bearitudine 
rua offeranr 
preces. Non 
quiſquam 
perverſus aut 
1nvidus ma- 
ligna Iloqua- 
rur. Nulla 
quident ſuſ- 
Picio erir non 
modo Sediti- 
onls, ſcd nec 
aſpere mur- 
muration)s. 
Deus 
cognirionem 
ſur docuit po- 
tius quam 
exepgir, 8 
Operatio» 
num ccle- 
ſtium ad mi- 
ration? pre- 
c2piis (uls 
concilitans au- 
thROcagcm, 
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vance Truth. * Hilary addrefſed him-': 
ſelf to Conſtantine, that he would {lacken | 
his ſeverities , and *© Suffer the people | 
*to hear thoſe Preach, and celebrate | 
< the Holy myſteries, and pray for his} 
« ſafety and ſucceſs, whom they liked 
*beſt, and eſteemed moſt, and had} 
©* made choice of; then he promiſes that} 
* all things would bequier, and that not} 
« only there would be no Sedition, but} 
«© not ſo much as any murmuring, ! 
And as a reaſon for enforcing this, he! 
ſays a little after ; © God has tanghr,! 
« but not impoſed on us the knowledge! 
* of himſelf, and conciliated authority? 
*to his Commands by the Miracles 
*that were wrought ; but he deſpiſes 
« that Confeſſion that flows from a 
* compelled mind. If ſuch force were! 
© uſed to draw men to the true Faith,} 
*the Epiſcopal DoCtrine would inter-} 
* poſe. and ſay The Earth i the Lords, 


« and he needs not an. enforced Obed:-' 
&* ence, nor does he require a conſtrain} 
*ed Confeſſion. He 1s not to be de} 
*ceived, but his favour 15 to be defircd} 
*and.he is to be worſhipped for our? 


*cau{2:, not for his own. 


_ 


Ot 


I could not! 
receive any but ſuch as were willing,” 
* nor hear ſuch as did not entreat me, 
, [7 
| nor 
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4 : 
bim-'! «nor confirm fuch as did not profeſs coxtam con- 


cken |< (the Faith.) To thishe adds, © But firendiſe a: 
pernarus eſt, 


cople | «& what is this that Prieſts are forced {juncaremsi 


brate /'« by Chains to fear God, and com- d fidewe- 
vr his | manded by the terrour of puniſh- 747. ulmo- 


liked © ments ? That Prieſts are kept in Pri- retur-Epiſco- 
TT. \S7er palts Doatr1- 
1 hadf*ſons, and the people are delivered nk 1 


'« over to the Jaylors? And upon this pergerer, ai- 


it Not} he runs out more largely than is neceſſa- GIS 
, but} ry to tranſcribe. tis eſt, obſe- 
F quio non eget 
he neceſſario, non requirit coaftam confeſſionem. Non fallendus eſt ſed 
'y - promerendus; noſtr3 porius non ſua cauſa venerandus eſt, Non poſivm 
nght, * niſi volentem recipere, niſi orantem audire, niti profitentem fignare. 
ledge  ——---- Ar vero quid iftud quod Sacerdotes timere Deum vincul:s 
SO ” coguntur, penis jubentur ; Sacerdores Carcertbus continentur, plebs 
IOTITY?” ;n cuſtadiam catcnaci ordinis diſponitur ? x 


ſpiſes Bur let us alſo hear how he addreſſes 
IM 2 himſelf to thoſe Biſhops that were the 
were; chief Procurers and Inſtruments of all 
*aith,} the ſufferiags of the Orthodox: And 
nter-} indeed, what he ſays to them does ſerve 
,ords,; as ſo appolite an Anſwer to a great 
bedi-! part of this Letter, that I hope it will 
rain-} not be irkſome to tranſlate a large quo- 


e de-} tation out of it. © The name of Peace 14tn contrs 
ircdfp © (faith he) is ſpecious, and the opinion Meney 


' ourf «© of Unity is beautiful : But it 15 paſt $p-ciotum 
| not? © all doubt, that that Peace only which dogs ps 
ling,” *js the Peace of Chriſt is the Peace of ©; @ pulckra 
me, *the Church and the Goſpels: We <cft opinio 
* nor. * have deſired to recover. that ſame Mons ee 
| « Peace cam ſolam cc- 


cleſix arque 
Evyangelio- 
rum vnIcam 
pacem ele, 
quz Chriſt! 
eſt? Quamad 
Apoſtolos 
poſt paſſionis 
tuz gloriam 
eſt locurus, 
quam ad man- 
dati ſul #ter- 
n1 pignus abl- 
turus com- 
mendavir. 
Hanc nos, fra- 
rres dile&111- 
m1,utamiſſam 
querere & 
rurbatam 
componere & 
reperram tc» 
nere curavi- 
mus. $ea 
Hujus ipſits 
fier1 nos vc] 
participes vel 
authores nec 
remporis no- 
ftr1 peccara 
meruerunt, 
nec imminen- 
tis Antichriſt 
previi, mi- 
ni{trique ſunr 
paſſi : Qui 
pace ſui, 1d 
eſt Impietat!s 
ſux unrate fe 
Jaciant, agen- 
res ſe non 

ut Chriſti F- 
pticopos {cd 
ws Antichriſti 
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&« Peace that is now loſt, of which he! © 
« {pake to his Apoſtles after his glori.: © 
« ous ſufterings, and which he being to} © 
« leave them, recommended to them! * 
**as a pledge of his Eternal Laws, © 
« And we have deſired to compoſe the} 
© diſorders now made in it, and having} 
* again recovered it, we have alſo def'| 
*red to maintain it. Bur ſo prevalent 
* have the fins of this age been, and the: * 
< fore-runners and Miniſters of Anti-t 
&« chriſt that is approaching,have been ſo} 
** active, that we could neither procure? 
& this Peace, nor partake of it : While} 
*<choſ: who boaſt of rhe Unity of their! 
« Peace, that is, of their impiety, behave. 
*themfelves not like the Biſhops of 

« Chriſt,burt like the Prieſtsof Antichriſt,” 
* But that we may not be blamed for| 
*uling reproachful words, we will not} 
<« conceal the cauſe of thiscommon ruine, | 
«that fo none may be ignorant of it.| 
* We know from what S. John the Apo}; 
© ftle has delivered, that there are ma-} 
*ny Antichriſts, and whoſoever denies} 
*Chriit, as he was preached by the} 
<* Apoſtles, is an Antichrift, Ir is thef 
* property of Antichriſt, marked by * 
** the very name, to be contrary to 
* Chriſt. Now by the opinion of a mi- | 


* {taken Picty, and under the pretence 
«ff 
of 
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ch he! © of preaching the Goſpel, . this is effeCt- 


glori. *ed or endeavoured, that the Lord Je- 


ng to} *ſus Chriſt while he fcems ro be 


them! 
- «place, we mult pity the labour of this 
«age, and lament the fooliſh opinions 
*& of thole times, in which God is 
-Þ * thought to be protected by Men, and 
> *by Secular ambition the Church of 
© «© Chriſt is laboured to be defended. 1 
© «pray you, - O you Biſhops, who be- 
| & lieve your ſelves to be ſuch, what 
"© were the aſhſtances which the Apo- 
<< ftles made uſe of in preaching the 
ir: * Goſpel ? By what Earthly : powers 
«were they ſupported when they 


- *moſt all Nations from 
| for! 
| not}. ; 
ine, *ſinging Hymns to God, in Priſon, 
- © in Chains, andafter they were whip- 
.£ © ped? Did Pay gather a. Church to 
+ © Chriſt by. vertue of Royal Edicts, 
© when he. himſelf was: expoſed as a 
| © ſpectacle on:a' Theatre? id he fe- 
' © cure himſelf by. the protection of a 
* © Nero, a Veſpaſiar or a Decizsby whole 


« Preached,, is denied. In the firft 


&« preached Chriſt, and converted al- 
| Idols to 
& God? Did they derive any authority 
*from the Palace, when they were 


<« hatred of-us the Confeſſion of that 


. |. «Divine Preaching did flouriſh £ They 
< maint3ining chemlclves by. their own 


4 handy- 
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Sacerdotes. 
AC ne male- 
dicis verbo- 
rum in eos utT 
convitiis ar- 
guamur, cau- 
iam perditi- 
ons publice 
ne cu1quam 
ignorara fir, 
non tacemus. 
Antichriſtos 
plures etiam 
Apoſtolo Jo- 
anne predi- 
cante cogno- 
vrmus. Quiſ- 
quis enim 
Chriſtum 
qualis ab A- 
poſtolts eft 
przdicatus, 
negavir, Antt- 
chriftns eft. 
nominis An- 
tichriſti pro- 
prieras eſt. 
Chriſto eſſe 
contrarium. 
Hoc nunc ſub 
opinione fal- 
f pieratis 
efficirur, hoc 
ſub ſpecte _ 
przdicationts 
Evangelice 
laboracur, ut 
dominus Je- 
ſus Chriſtus 
dum pradi- 
cart credirur 
denepgetur. 
Ac'primum 


miſerery licet 
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roſtrz #tatis 
laborem, & 
preicntium 
remporum 
ſtultas opiot- 
ones Conge- 
miſcere, qui- 
bus patroct1- 
nari Deo hu- 
mana cre- 
duncur, &ad 
tucndam 
Chrifti Eccle- 
ſiam ambiti- 
one ſecular! 
Jaboratur. Oro 
vos Epiſcopi 
qui hoc vos 
eſſe crediris, 
quibuſnam 
ſuffragiis ad 
predicandum 
Evangelium 
Apoſtoli ufi 
ſunt ? Quibus 
adjuti pote- 
ſtatibus Chri- 
ſtum predi- 
caverunt, 
genreſque fere 
omnes cx 
Idolis ad. De- 
um tranſtule- 
runt? Anne 
aliquam fibi 
aſlumebant ce 
Palatio digni- 
tatem, hym- 
num Deo in 
carcerc inter 
catenas8: poſt 
flagella can- 
rantes? Edi1- 
Giſque Regiis 
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© handy-work, and aſſembling in upper] 
* rooms and ſecret places, went over all} * 
« Countries, both Villages and ſtrong} * 
&« places, through Sea and Land, not-} 
< withſtanding the Decrees of Senate} 
&« and Royal EdiQs againſt them. AndIþ 
«< ſuppoſe it will not be denied , thaf 
* they had the Keys of the Kingdom dj 
«© Heaven. Did not the Divine powef 
«exert it ſelf manifeſtly againſt the ha 
<tred of men, when Chriſt was preachF 
*ed ſo much the more as the preaching 
« of him was prohibited ? But now} 
&« alas, humane aids are employed tf 
« recommend our Divine Faith, and: 
&« Chriſt is accuſed as having loſt hi. 
<« former power, while his name i 

© promoted by ambition. The Church; 
« now terrifies others by baniſhments} 
* and impriſonments: &he depends onf 
*« the favour of her Communicants, who 
< was conſecrated by the terrour of her: 
&« Perſecutors. She baniſhes Prieſts who! 
« was propagated by the baniſhment} 
&© of her own Prieſts: and now boaſt; 
«that ſhe is beloved of the World 
«© who yet could never have bee? 
«Chriſts, if the World had not hated 
«© her. The preſent ſtate of affairs, 
«* which is in all mens Eyes and Dil 
< courſes, gives us this parallel of the! 
Rn &* colt 


-— on oe eos. ad At es a aa a£@ ac waa 


. 
et 
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© condition of the Church, as It was Paulus cum 


* anciently conveyed downto us, and as = geo, 
« it is now ruined in our days. ipſe efler 
Chriſto Ec- 

clefiam congregabat? Nerone fe credo aut Veſpaſiano aur Decio pa- 
> rrocinantibus rnebatur, quorum in nos odiis confefſho divine predica- 
| tjoniseffloruit ? Tl]t manu atque opcre ſe alenrtes, intra coenacula ſecre- 
 taque cocuntcs,vicos & caſtella genteſque fere omnes cerra ac mari con 
| tra Senatus conſulta & Regum Edifa peragrantes. Claves credo regnt 
Ccelorum non habebant ? Aut non maniteſta rum Dei virtus contra 
odia humana porxexit, cum tanto magis Chriflus przdicaretur, quanto 
mayis przdicari inhibererur? ar nunc, protrdolor! Divinam fidem ſuf- 
fragia rerrena commendant, 1nopſque vircutis ſux Chriſtus, dum am- 
bitio nomjai ſuo canciliatur, arguitur. Terret exiliis & carceribus Ec- 
defia, credique fibi cogir, quz exiliis & carceribus cſt credira ; pender 
a dignatione communicancium, quz perſequentium eſt conſecrata ter- 
rori. Fugat Sacerdores.quz fagatis eſt Sacerdotibus propagara: diligi [e 
gloriarur.a mundo,quz Chritii efſe non potuit nifi cam mundus odiſler. 
Hzc de comparatione traditz nobis olſm Ecclcfiz, nunc quam deper- 
ditz, res ipſa quz 1n oculis omntum:-eft arque ore, clamavir. 


There needs no application of theſe 
words to the preſent purpoſe, they ex- 
preſs the Plea of thoſe perſecuted men 
{o fully, that it may be well concluded 
that the Spirit that ated in Hilary, 
is not the ſame with that which now 
inſpires the Reverend Prelates of that 
Church. To this I might add the 5, 5... 1... 
known Hiſtory. of the Pr:/cillianiffs that Sar. Hiſt. & 
fell out not long after. T ſhall nor pre- 2/4244 
ſume.to make a parallel between any © 
of the Gallicaz Church, and [thactns, 
who: perſecuted. them ; of whom the 
Hifſtoriangives this CharaRer,] Thar he. 
was a vain, ſumptuous, ſenſual. and im- 
_ | prudent 
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prudent man, and that he grew to that 
pitch in vice, that he ſuſpected all men 
that led ſtrict lives, as if they had been 
inclined to Hereſie. And it is allo to 


be hoped, that none will be ſo uncha- | 


ritable as to compare the Priſcillianiſfts 
with thoſe they now call Hereticks in 


Fraxce ; whether we conſider their opi- | 


nions, that were a revival of the bla. 


{phemies of the Gzofticks, or thetr mo- | 
rals, that were brutal and obfcene, | 
even by  Priſcillian's own confeſſion, | 
Now T1thacins proſecuted thoſe in the |: 
Emperours Courts, and went on in the | 
purſuit ,. though the great Apoftle of * 


tt ire ER Lc 


bh. > 


pn 


that age, Martin, warned him often to | 
giveit over. Inconcluſion, when 7/ha- 
cir had ſet it on ſo far that a Sentence | 


was ſure to' paſs againſt them, he then | 
withdrew from it : Sentence was given, | 
and ſome of them were put todeath,up- | 
on which ſome Biſhops excommunica- ! 
ted 1thacins, yet S. Martin was wrought | 
on to communicate with him very much þ 
againſt his mind ; being threatned by | 
the Emperour Maximus that if hefF 
would not do it, Troops ſhould be or- * 
dered to march into Spazz, to deſtroy | 


the reſt of them. This prevailed on | 
that good man to joyn in Communion | 


with thoſe that had ated ſo contrary 


£0 


. < s_ 
_; — n 
PEPE or AP ae 7 4 x 
©, LR 


&he Clergy's Letter. 
to the merctfulneſs of their Religion , 
and to the ſacredneſs of their Chara- 
cter. 
But no Arts could work on S. Martiz 
to approve of whar they had done. 
The effects of this were remarkable , 
for when S. Martiz went home, it we 
will believe Slpitins, att Angel ap- 
peared to him, and reproved him le- 
verely for what he had done; uport 
which he with many tears, Iamented 
much the ſin he had committed by his 
communicating with thoſe men, and 
would never after that communicate 
with any of that party : And during 
the ſixteen years that he ſurvived thar, 
Sulpitius who lived with him, tells us 


that he never went to any Synod, and 


that there was a great withdrawing of 
thoſe Inflftences and Graces, for which 


| he had been ſo eminent formerly. 


And thus if S. Martin's exatnple and 


| praQtice is of any authority, the Cru- 
- elty of that Church that has engaged 
'| all the Princes of Exrope, as much as 
| was in their power, todo what Maxi- 
* us thendid, and the preſent prattices 
- of the Biſhops about the Court, mighr 
, © juſtifiea Separation from them. But we 
; | do not proceed upon ſuch diſputable 


grounds. | 
D To 


nn. of o——_— 
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I!i in vos ſz. 
viant qui neſ- 
clunt quo 


| apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtru.” 


* exerciſe Cruelty upon you, who do; 
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To this I ſhall ouiy :dd the anthority 
of another Father, who ti.ovgti he was 
none of the Ga/licaz Biſhops, + -t ſince | 
he is more read 2n4 eſteemed 1ii that | 
Church than any other of all the i'a- 
thers, it is to be hoped that tis autho- | 
rity may be ſomewhat conſidered. It | 
is S. Auſtin; He was once againſt all þ 
ſorts of ſeverity in matters of Religion, 
and delivered his mind ſo pathetically þ 
and clegantly on that ſubject, that IF 
preſume the Reader will not be ill plea-F 
{ed to hear his own words, writing 
againſt the Manicheans, whoſe impie-F 
ties are too well known to be enlarged? 
on; ſo as to ſhew that even in the ac-\ 
count which the Church of Roxe makes : 
of things, they cannot pretend that the; 
Prateſtants are as bad as they were.) 
He begins his Book againſfthem withf 
an earneſt Prayer to God that he would? 
give him a calm and ſerene mind , fof 
that he might ſtudy their converſion, 
and not ſeek their ruine; to which pur-# 
poſe he applies thoſe words of S. Paul 
to 7 ?mothy, the Servant of the Lord mull 
not flrive, but be meek towards all mens 


&ins them that oppoſe themſelves: To. 
which he adds theſe words, © Let then} 


&« nor. 
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« not know . with what difficulty truth 
*1s found out, and how hardly er- 
*rours are avoided : Let them exerciſe 
<* Cruelty upon .you, who do not know 
«how -rare' and hard a thing it is to 
&« overmalter carnal imaginations with 
© the ſerenity of a pou mind, Let 
© thern exerciſe Cruelty upon you, who 
* donot know with what difficulty the 
«*eyc of the inward man is healed, that 
«ſo it may behold its Sun. Let chem 
*exercie Cruelty upon you, ' who do 
not know with what groans and ſighs 


-<.we attain the ſmalleſt meaſure of 


'*rhe knowledge of God: And in the 


& ft place, ' let them exerciſe Cruelty 
'< upon you., who were nevet them- 
«ſelves deceived with any: errour like 
«that with which you are: now de- 
* ceived | 


ex quantulacunque pore poſſit intelligi Deus. Poftrem 
a 


ſzviant qui nullo tall « 
Contra Fpiſt, Fund: cap. 1, & 2+ 


It 1s true, it- may be pretended, that 
he became'afterwards of another mind, 
but that will not ſerve to excuſe the 
ſeverities now on foot, the caſe beiiig ſo 
very different. The Doxatiſts in his time 
very generally fierce and cruel, one ſort 
of them, the Circumcellioni/ts, ated like 

De mad 
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cum labote 
verum 10- 
ventatur, & 
quam difficile 
caveantur er- 
rores. Illhis 
vos (ſeviant 
qui neſcjunt 
quam rarum 
& arduum fic 
carnalia phan« 
raſmata piz 
.metiris fere- 
nitate ſupe» 
rare. [hi 1n 
vos ſzviant 
qui neſciunt 
cum quanta 
difficultate 
ſanetur ocu- 
lus interioris 
hominis ut 
= incueri 
olem ſuum. 
111 fn vos ſ#- 
vianr-qui nef- 
ciunr quibus 
ſuſpirits 8 ges 
mitibus fiat ut 


o, Ii in v5s 
i errore decepti ſunt, quali vos deceptos yident: 
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mad men': They did lie in wait for | 

S. Auſtin's life ; they fell upon ſeveral | 

Biſhops with great barbarity, putting 

-:3:... out:the eyes of ſome, :and cudgelling 

'. 2” , others till they left them as dead. Up- 

- ,- » -bn this, the Biſhops of 4fric+ were 
7. »forced to deſire the Emperours prote- 
| ; tion, and that the Laws made againſt 
Hereticks might be executed upon the 
Donatiſts, and yeteven in this S. Auſtin 
was at. firſt averſe. It istrue, he after- 
_* - wards in his Writings againſt the Dox- 
- |. "zifts uſttfied thoſe leverities. of fining | 
Lib:po-B- 2nd baniſhitig, but heiexprefſes both in | 
$zl.0.47:(' 50. 


his ow name, and: inthe name of all F 
thoſe Churches, great diſlike not only * 
- _ ©. of all Caprtal proceedings, but of all 
#7.60,1127, - Tigour-3:and:when the 'Governours and 
259,260. Magiſtrates: were carrying things too 
5. far, he interpoſed often andWith great 

27t carneſtneſs to moderate their ſeverity : 

......., and wrote to them, that if they went 

on with ſuch rigour, the'Biſhops would 

rather bear with all the violences of the 

Donatifts, than1cek to them for redreſs; 

_ and whole: Synods of Biſhops concur- 
. red with him in making the like Ad- 
dreſles in their favours; And though 

there. 'were exceſſes committed in | 

| fome few inſtances, yet we may 

calily conclude how gentle they were, | 

| | upo) | 
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_ upon, the whole matter, from.this that 
> | he fays that the Fines jmpoſed by Law #/% cont. Des 
"g | had never beemexaCted, and that they 
ng ; were ſo far from turning the Domati/ts 
out of their own Churches , that they 14d. 3. cont, 


ce | {till kept poſſeſſion of ſeveral Churches ram. cap. 5 
-_ | which they had violently invaded, and 
+  wreſted out of the hands of the Biſhops. 
Pe | Tris plain then, fince he juſtified thoſe 
ſtin | feveritics only as a neceſſary reſtraint on 
_ + the rage to the Dozariffs, and a juſt 
"| proteQtion of the Biſhops, that this has 
8 { no relation to the hardſhips the Prote- 
an | ſtants now ſuffer, it not being pretend- 


"ll ed that they have drawn it upon them- 
Irs ſelves by any tumultuary or irregular 
- proceedings of theirs. | 


nd þ So much ſeemed neceſſary to ſhew 
00 Þ how —_— the Spirit of the preſent 
cat | Clergy "France is from that which 
Ly « # animatedrhe Church 1n-the former and 
wy > beſtages. 
ry 3 The Reverend Prelates ſay in their 
FI | Letter, That they hold the ſame Faith with 
">| their Predeceſſors. 1f this were true in . 
Ad. | all points, it were indeed very hard to 
| h * write an Apology for thoſe that have 
©! ſeparated from them: I ſhall not ens 
in gage in a long diſcuſſion of the ſenti- 
"ay | ments of the Ancient Biſhops of the 


mm : Gallican Church; yet that the Reader 
ON | D 3 m_ 
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may not be too much wrought on by | 

the confidence and JO of this | 
expreſſion?, 1 ſhall only give a taſte of | 

the Faith of the firſt of all the Ga4:can 

Clergy, whoſe works are yet preſer- 

ved,and that is Irezex : 1 ſhall inſtance 1t 

in two particulars, the one is the hinge 

upan which all our other Controver- | 

ſies turn ; that 1s, whether the Scriprores | 

or Oral Tradition is to be appealed to, 

for determining matters of Controver- 

fie: The other is the moſt material 

———_ point in difference among us, concern- 
lib. 3. cad.1, 10g the preſence of Chriſt in the Sa. 
22»4&5 crament, whether in it we really re- 
ceive the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine, 

or only the Accidents. As to the firſt, | 

he directly appeals to the ,Scriptures, | 

which he ſays were the ?//lar grid ground | 

of Truth ; and adds, that theY/cztini- | 

azs5 did appeal to Oral Tradition, from | 

which he furns to that Tradition that | 

was come from the Apoſtles ; on which | 

he inſiſts very copiouly, and puts all þ 

the authority of Tradition in this, That | 

it was derived from the Apoſtles: And F 

therefore ſays that if the Apoſtles had # 

delivered nothing in Writing, we muſt 

then have followed the Order of Tra- | 


fition : And after he has ſhewed that | 
the Tradition to which the VFalextinians | 
pretend- 
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F the ſubſtance of our body is encreaſed ; and 
iſ} © from thence he argues, that or bodres re- 
' ceiveanencreaſe not by any internal or in- 
' wiſible way, but inthe natural way of 20u- 
' riſhment; and lo concludes, that our 
j | D 4 boatcs 


by | Pretended was really againſt them, and 
-his © that the Orthodox had it derived down . 
> of | from the Apoſtles on their ſide, he re- 
cay | turns to that upon which he had ſet up 
ſer. © the ſtrength of his cauſe, to prove the 
eit | truth from the Scriptures. Now the 
Nge | Scriptures being the foundation on 
er- þ which the Proteitants build, and Oral 
res © Tradition, together with the authorit 
to, £ of the Church, being that on which 
a | the Church of Rowe builds, it will be 
-ia] & ealie to every one that conſiders thoſe 
rn- & Chapters referred to in Irexenus, to ga- 
Ga. | ther upon which of thoſe he grounded 
re- | his belief. 

ne, © As for theother particular, he plain- 
|  Iy calls the Sacrament that Bread over 16.4. cap.z4 
S5, | mhich thanks have beengiven ; and lays, C& lib.z.cap.th 
nd © our fleſh is nouriſhed by the body and blood 
,;. | of Chrif%* and concludes that our fleſb 
m © by the Sacrament has an afſurance of its 
nat © Reſurredtion and Incorruptibility, More 
ch © particularly he ſays, Orr blood is encrea- 
all © - ſed by the blood of Chriſt, and that he en- 
nat | creaſes our body by that bread which he hs 
nd & confirmed to be his body, and that by theſe 
ad # 
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bodies being nouriſhed hy the oy 


| ſhall therefore riſe again. Every one that 


conſiders the force of theſe words, muſt 
conclude that he believed our bodies 
received in the Sacrament a real ſub- 
ſtance which nouriſhed them, and not 
bare Accidents. Tf then upon this eſſay 
it appears, that the firſt Writer of all 
Gallicay Biſhops does agree with the 
Proteftants, both in that which is the 
foundation upon which they build their 
whole cauſe, and alſo in that particular 
opinion which is believed to be of the 
greateſt importance, then the Reader 
has no reaſon to believe that the prelent | 
Biſhops of France hold the ſame Faith | 
which their Predeceſſors taught who : 
firſt preached the Chriſtian Religion in | 

that Kingdom. | 
But now Icome to anſwer*he main 
Queſtion , which is indeed the whole 
ſubſtance of the Letter, M/hy have they 
made the Schiſm? If ſuch a Letter with 
{ucha demand init, had come from the 
Abaſſiz or Armenian Churches, or per- 
haps from the Greek Churches, whoſe 
dijftance from us is ſuch, and the op- F 
preſhons they groan under are fo ex- | 
treme, that they have little heart and 
few opportunities to enquire into the | 
affairs or opinions of others, it could | 
= pot | 
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not have been thought ſtrange ; but 
to hear it from theſe :among whom 
thoſe live, who have ſo often both in 
Writings and Diſcourſes anſwered this 
queſtion ſo copiouſly , is really ſome- 
what unaccountable : Yet this is not 
all, but itis added, That the Proteſtants, 
upon trial finding they could not ſhake their 
Do@rine, have charged them only for 
their 111 lives, as if that were the ground 
of the Separation, This it muſt be con- 
felled, had better become the affected 
Eloquence of a Maimbourg, than the 
ſincerity of ſo many eminent men ; of 
whom the mildeſt cenſure that can be 
paſt in this —_ is, That ſome 
aſpiring Prieſt being appointed to pen 
this Letter, that was better accuſtomed 
to the figures of a clamorous Rhetorick, 
than the ſtrict meaſures of Truth, gave 
it this turn, hoping to recommend him- 
ſelf by it, and that the Biſhops ſigned 
it in haſte, without conſidering it well. 
Who of all the Proteſtants have made 
that Experiment, and found that the 
Faith of the Church of Roxze was not 


' tobe attackt, and that ſhe can only be 


acculed for the ill lives of ſome in her 
Communion ? If this were all we had 
to objet, we do not deny but that all 
that the Fathers retorted on the Schiſ- 

| maticks, 
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maticks, particularly the Doxarifts, did 
very juſtly fall on us ; and that we could 
neither anſwer it to God, to the World, 
nor our own Conſciences, if we had | 
ſeparated from their Church on no other | 
account : And this is indeed ſo weak a | 
Plea, that the Penner of the Letter | 
ſhewed his skill at leaſt, if he was | 
wanting in his ſincerity, to ſet up a | 
pretence which he knew he could eaſily 
overthrow, though the reaſons he 
brings to overthrow it , are not all 
pertinent nor convincing : But this in 
concluſion, is ſo managed as to draw 
an occaſion from it to complement the # 
preſent Pope, ſome way to make an *. 
amends for their taking part with their 
King againſt him. AJl that isto be ſaid | 
on this Head is, That Proteſtants are | 
not ſo unjuſt as to deny the Pope that | 
now reigns, his due praiſes ; of whoſe | 
vertue ard ſtritneſs of life they hear | 
ſuch accounts, that they heartily wiſh | 
all the Aſſembly of the Clergy , from | 
the Preſident, down to the Secretaries | 
would imitate that excellent Pattern | 
that he ſets them. A Zeal for convert- F 
ing Hereticks does not very well be- 
come thoſe whoſe courſe of life has not F 
been ſo. exemplary, that this can be * 
imputed to an inward ſenſe of Relig- | 
E ON, ws 
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on, and to the motives of Divine Cha- 
rity. But in this point of the corruptt- 
on of mens lives, we may add two 
things more material : The one 1s 1t a 
Church teaches ill Morals, or at leaſt 
connives at ſuch Caſuiſtical DoQtrines 
as muſt certainly root out all the prin- 
ciples of moral vertue and common 
goodneſs out of the minds of men, then 
their 11] Morals may be 1mproved to be 
a good argument for a Separation from 
them. How much the Caluiſtical 
Doctrine of thoſe who are the Chief 
Confeffors in that Communion has 
been corrupted of late, we may learn 
irom what has been publiſhed by many 
among themſelves, particularly by their 
late Addreſs to the preſent Pope, and 
by the Articles condemned both by 
Pope Atexander the Seventh, and by 
the Pope that now reigns. But yet how 
faint thoſe cenſures are, every one that 
has read them, muſt needs obſerve. 
This is not all : The diſſolving of 
Oaths and Vows, the diſpenſing 
with many of the Laws of God, the 
authorizing Subjects to ſhake of their 
Princes yoke, 1t he does not extirpate 
Hereſie and Hereticks, the butcheries 
of thoſe they call Hereticks, and that 
after Faith given to the contrary ; ha- 

Ving 
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ving been for ſome Ages the publick | 
practices of the Court of Rowe; in 
which ſeveral General Councils have al. | 
ſo concurred with them, are things both | 
of ſuch a nature,an have been ſo openly | 
avewed as well as prattiſed in that þ 
Church, that this argument from the | 
corruption of their Morals, may be | 
well taſtened on their whole Church. | 
If likewiſe many opinions are received | 
among them, which do naturally tend | 
to flacken the ſtriQtneſs of holineſs, and F 
give the World more mild Ideas of ſin, F 
and make the way tothe favour of God | 
acceſſible even without a real Refor- 
mation, then there will be more weight * 
in this argument than may at firſt view 
appear. The belief of the Sacraments | 
conferring Grace, ex opere operato, the | 
Vertue of Indulgences, the Prieſtly Ab- | 
ſolution, the Communication of Me. | 
rits, the Vertue ſuppoſed to be in ſome | 
Pilgrimages, in Images and Priviledged 
Altars, in Fraternities, and many con- 
ſecrated things, together with the at- | 
ter-game of Purgatory , and of Re-| 
demption out of it by Maſles ; theſe | 
with many more devices, are ſuch con- F 
trivances for enervating the true force | 
of Religion, and have ſuch effects on | 
the lives of men, who generally are f 
t00 * 
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00 eaſie to hearken to any thing that 
may make them hope well, while they 
live ill ; that when we complain of a 
{ great diſſolution of mens Morals that 
{ live under the influences of that Re- 
| ligion, this charge is not. perſonal, 
but falls on their Church in com- 
{ mon. 
{ Tn the next place, that vaſt cor- 


; | ruption of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 


; and of all the Primitive Rules, occaſi- 
| oned chiefly by the exorbitant power 
| the Popes have aſſumed, of diſpenſing 


| with all Laws, the groſs ſale of ſuch 


b Graces at. Roxze, the Intrigues in the 
{ Creation of the Popes themſelves, the 
= univerſal neglett of the Paſtoral care 


© among the ſyperiour Orders of the Cler- 


* gy,dogive men juſt and deep prejudices 
* againſt a Church ſo corrupt in her ru- 


; ; ling Members, and do raiſe great diſlike 


| . of that extent of Authority which the 
© Biſhops of Rome have aſſumed, that 
* have cut all the Banks, and let in ſuck 


© an inundation of ill praftices on the 


* World. Andif oncein an Age or two 


'Þ a Pope of another temper, of better 


| Morals, and preater ſtrineſs ariſes, 


z : we are notwithſtanding that, to judge 


; of things not upon rare and fingle 1n- 
* ſtances, but upon their more ordinary 
| and 
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and natural effefts. Thus laying all 
theſe things together, it will appear 
that our exceptions to that Church up. 
on the account of their Morals, 1s not 
ſo ſlight as the Penner of that Letter has 
repreſented it ; and that his Inſtances 
for living among ill men have no relati.| 
on to this matter. | 
But this is the weakeſt Plea we havef 
for our Separation, and as ſtrong foeveſ 
as it may be n it ſelf, we build upon o-F 
lider foundations. I 
In order to the opening this, I ſhallf 
premiſe a little of the true end and def 
ſign of Religion, which is to beget inf 
us ſo deep a ſenſe of the Divine nature?! 
and perfeQions as may moſt effeQually!: 
engage us to become truly Holy. There 
are two Inclinations in the nature off 
men, that diſpoſe him to corrupt the 
Ideas of God ; the one 1s an Inclination? 
to cloath him in ſome outward figure 
and preſent him to our ſenſes in ſuctÞ 
a- manner, that we may hope by flatte# 
ries or ſubmiſſions, by pompous of 
cruel ſervices to appeaſe him : And the 
. Other is a deſire to reconcile our not! 
_ ons of Religion to our vicious habits an} 

appetites, that ſo we may ſome wa) 
pacifie our Conſciences in the midiſt off 
our Juſts and paſſions: And thus the? 
true: 
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true notion of Idolatry is the repreſent- 
ing of God tous fo as that-we may hope 
to gain his favour by other methods than 
our being inwardly pure and holy: 
And the immorality of this confiſts not 
only in the indecency of ſuch repreſen- 
tations, and their unſuitableneſs to the . 
Divine nature, but likewiſe in this , 


| that our notions of God which ought to 


be the ſeeds of Vertue and true Godli- 
nels, by which our natures are to be 
reformed, are no more effectual that 
"_ but turn only to a Pageantry , 
and ſpend themſelves in dreſſing up our 
worſhip, ſo as we think will better 
agree with one that is like our ſelyes : 
Now we find the chief deſign of the Go- 
ſpel was to root this out of the World, 
and to give us the higheſt and per- 
feQeſt Ideas of the purity and goodneſs 
of the Divine nature, that might raiſe 
in us that inward probity of Soul, com- 
piechended in the general name of Cha- 
rity or Love, which is the proper Cha- 
raCter of the Chriſtian Spirit : We have 
alſo the Divine Holineſs ſo preſented 
tous, that we can never hopeto attain 
the favour of God here, or Eternal 
happineſs hereafter, but by becoming 
inwardly and univerſally holy, Now 
our main charge againſt the Church 
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of Rome is, That this which is the great 
deſign of the Chriſtian Religion 1s re- 
verfed among them, and that chiefly in 
four things. | 

x. In propoling viſible objeQs to the 
adorations of the people, againſt not only 
the current of the whole Scriptures, but 
the true Idea and right notion of God; 
and this not only by Precept in the 
Images of our Saviour and the Saints, 
but by a general tolerance in the Images 
of the bleſſed Trinity it ſelf. Thus the 
ſenſes having ſomewhat ſer before them 
on which they may work, do naturally | 
corrupt the mind, and convert Religi- Þ 
on, which 1s an inward and fpiritual 
work, into an outward groſs homage to 
theſe objects. 

2, In ſetting up the Intercefſion of 
Saints, as if either God had not a capa- 
City of attending to the whole Govern- 
ment of the World, or were not ſo 
merctul or good, but that as Princes | 
are wrought on by the interpoſition of | 
their Courtiers, ſo he needed to have | 
ſuch ifaportunities to induce him to be 
favourable to us: The very Plea com-|F 
monly uſed for this from the reſem- | 
blance of Earthly Courts, is the greateſt 
debaſing of the Divine Nature that is | 
poſſible: And when the Addreſſes made | 

t0 7 
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theſe Saints inthe publick Qihce 
the Church, are the very; ſal 4 
we: make'to God or our Savaglit, it 
they moula pardon out ſins, give. tag 


a 


dome of Heaven t0.ms; 
thoſe things haye . been; complaiy 
for above an Agg, and'that vpars 
neral review. of their.OfiKgs,c they. a 

{ll continued among: them, we muſt 


Creator is offeret] to the. Creature, ' I. - 
need not bring Inſtarices of theſe, they - 


In tThe many Conſecrations that ar 


| are ſo well known. 


uſed among 1hem of Images, Croſſes, He- 


bits, Water, Salt; OykCandles; Bells, Veſſels, 
AznusDe#s, and Grains; witha vaſt deal | 
more, by which thoſe things are {o 
conſecrated, asto haye a vertue in them 
far driving away Devils ,: for being, 


| ſecurity both to Soul and Body, and a 
{ remedy againft all Temporal and Spi- 
| ritual evils. This way. of Incantati- 
{ ons was one of the profleſt pieces of 
| Heatheniſm, and is now 4 
# brought into the Chriſtian Religion © 
| And the opinion, that upon theſe Con- 


by. them 


ſecrations a Vertue is conveyed to thoſe 


| things, is infuſed into the people by 
| their authorized offices : Ii which if 
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in any thing it is not to be believed 
that the Church lies and deceives her 
Children : ' This is plainly to conſider 
God as the Heathens did their Idols, 
and to fetch down Divine Vertues by 
charms, as they did. And 
4. Their worſhipping with Divine 
Honour, that which by all the Indica- F 
tions that we can have of things,. we 
know '1s no other than what it appears 
to be, even Breadand Wine in its ſub- 
ſtance and nature : Thus Divine Ado- 
ration is offered to thoſe Elements , | 
contrary to the univerſal praGtice of the 
Chriſtian Church for 1200 years ; and 
this paſſes aniong them as the moſt im- 
portant piece of their Worſhip, which 
has almoſt ſwallowed up all the res. 
Thus the true Ideas of God, and the | 
chief deſign of the Chriſtian Religion” | 
is overthrown in that Communion ; |F 
and what can we think of a Church 
that in the moſt important of her Of- 
ices, adds this Prayer to the abſolution 
of Sinners, The paſſion of our Lord Jeſs 
Chriſt, the merits of the bleſſed Virgin , 
and all the Saints, and whatever good | 
thou haſt done, and whatever evil thou | 
haſt ſujfered be to thee for the pardon of & 
ſin, the increaſe of Grace, and the reward | 
of eternal life ; where welce clearly 
what 


. concurring .it a Worſhip which we 
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what things they joyn in the ſame 
breath, and in order ta the ſame ends 
with the paſſion of Chriſt. When 
they have cleanſed , their Churches 
of theſe objects of Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition, and their Offices of thoſe Im- 
pious Addreſſes to Saints, and that in- 
finite number of Enchantments, then 
they may upon ſome more advantage 
ask, Why have we, made the Schiſn ? 
It is becauſe they have corrupted the 
Doctrine of Chritt and the Goſpel ; 
and if thoſe things upan. which the Se- 
paration ſubſiſts were removed, it could 
no more ſubſiſt than Accidents can do 
without a Subject. Ee. 

The -next thing upon which we 
ground our Separation is, That not on- 
ly the Church of Rowe would hearken 


| "rono Addreffes nor Remonſtrances that 


were made to her for reforming, thoſe 
abuſes, but that by Anathema's and 


the higheſt cenſures poſlible ,, all are 
obliged to believe as ſhe believes in 


thoſe very particulars, andare bound to 


F joynina Worſhip in which thoſe things 


which we condemn, are made indiſpen- 
{able parts of our publick Devotions : 
So that we mult either mock God, by 


or 


believe Impious and Superfitious, 
E 3 We 
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we muſt ſeparate from them. None 
can be admitted to Benefices of Cure | 
or preferment, without ſwearing moſt | 
of theſe Opinions which we think are 
falſe : Nar can any Eminent Heretick 
be nar among them , without | 
fweafing that he in all _ receives | 
the Doctrines of the Church of Roe, | 
and that he thinks all that do not re- 
ceive them worthy of an Anathema, | 
If the Errours of the Church of Rome | 
had been only ſpeculative opinions, or | 
things of leſs moment, we could have | 
Perker born with: them, or if they had | 
only held to their own cuſtomes with- | 
out impoſing them on us, we could | 
have theld in ſeveral things a ſiſterly * 


Communion withthem, as we do with | 


the Greek Churches ; but when ' they | 
have not only brought in and obfti- | 
nately maintained thoſe corruptions, | 
but have {o J—_— impoſed them 
on the World, it is ſomewhat ſtrange 
to ſee men make ſuch grimaces, and an | 
appearance of ſeriouſneſs, while they | 
ask this queſtion, of which they know | 
ſo well how to have reſolved them- | 
One thing is likewiſe to be conſidered, F 
that in the examination of the corrupti- | 
ons of that Communion, it is not ſuffici- | 
ent | 
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ure | Ent to ſay ſomewhat to-ſweeten every 
oſt | one ofthem in particular, but it is'the 
are | complication of all together that we 
| chiefly inſiſt on, ſince by all theſe ſer toge- 
| ther we haveanother view ofthem, than 
| by every one of them taken aſunder, 
| This then is our anſwer to the que- 
- þ ftion- {o- often repeated:: We have not 
_ © made the Schiſm from the Church of 
| Chriſt, as it was ſetled by the Apoſtles, 
| and continued: for many ages after 
! them, but they have departed from 
| that, and have refuſed to return to it. 
On the contrary, they have condemned 
= and curſed us for doing it : Upon this, 
= all that they objeft againſt the firſt Re- 
” formers, as having been once of their 
” Communion, falls to the ground : For 
* if theſe things which weobje& tothem 
! aretrue, then ſince no man 1s bound to 
| continue in Errours, becauſe he, was 
bred up in them, this is nojuſt preju- 
; dice againſt thoſe men. All the flouriſhes 
} raiſed upon this ground are but ſlight 
| things, and ſavour moreof a monaitick 
| and affeQate-Eloquence, than of the 
# weight and ſolidity of ſo renowned a 
E Body. What is ſaid of pulling down 
;- | the Altars, and of that elegant figure 
* of Chriſts being the Sparrow, and the 
+ Churches being the : wy. that loved 
3 oh I £9 
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to make their Neits in them, is really | 
very hard to beranſwered ; not for the | 
ſtrength that is in it, but- for another | 
reaſon, that. in Reverence to that Af. | 
{embly I ſhall not name, . The Sacrifice | 
of the death of Chriſt we acknowledge, | 
az that only by which we come to God, | 
and in a general ſenſe of that term, the þ 
commemoration of it may be alſo called | 
a Sacrifice, and the Communion Table þ 
an 4tar, and ſuch we ſtill retain: and 
for any thing further , either of Altar | 
or Sacrifice, till they give a better au-F 
thority for it, than. a fanciful alluſion F 
- fo an 1i]-underſtood Verſe :of a I'faim, 
we ſhall not be much..concerned in! 
It. | s 
If Warsand Confuſions have follow-| 
ed in ſome places upon the reforming | 
thoſe abuſes, they were the effects of 
the Rageand Cruelty of thoſe Church-|# 
men, that ſeemed never like to be ſati-} 
ated with the blood of thoſe that had 
departed from them. And if the ſpeci-F 
ous pretence of Edits, Princes of the 
Blood, the preſerving the Houſe off: 
Bourboy, the defending France from Fo- 
Teigners, joyning with that natural ap-# 
petite that 1s in all men to preſerve® 
themſelves, engaged ſome in Wars un-Þ 
der the minority of their Kings, it is} 
| © nothing| 
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nothing but what is natural to man : 
and theſe who condemn 1t moſt, yet 
ought to pity thoſe whom their Prede- 
celſors, in whole ſteps they now go, con- 
ſtrained to do all that they did. And 
the Rebellions 1:1 Exz/azd and Ireland, 
in King Hezry the Eighth, Edward the 
Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth's: time , 
when. no Perſecutions provoked them 
to them, and no Laws gaye them any 
colour for them, are a much ſtronger 
prejudice againſt their Church, chiefly 
ſince theſe were ſet on by. the: Autho- 
rity and Agents of Rowe, ſo rhat they 
may well give over the purſuing this 
matter any further. As for the argu- 
ment ſet before them from the Greatneſs 
and Glory of their King, and his Zeal to 
have all again re-united into one Body, 
how powerful ſoever it may be to work 
upon their fears, and to touch them in 
their Secular concerns, it cannot be 


| conſidered as an argument to work on 


their reaſons. They expreſſed their 
Zeal for their King in his greateſt ex- 
tremity, while he was under age; and 
after all the heavy returns that they have 
met with ſince that time, they have 
continued in an Invincible Loyalty 


and ſubmiſſion in all things, except in. 


the matters of their God: If the He- 
F. 4 roick 
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roick greatneſs, Glorious ſucceſs, and 
the more inherent qualities of a Prince- 
ly mind, are good Arguments to work 
on Subjects, hey were as ſtrong in the 
times of a Trajaz, a Decins, or a Dic- 
clefian, to perſwade the Chriftiaris to 
turn Heathens : But it is very proba- 
ble this is the ſtrongeſt of all thoſe mo- 
tives that have produced ſo many Con- 
verſions of late, while men, either to 
make their Court, or to live eaſie, are 
induced to make ſhipwrack of the Faith, 
and of a good Conſcience. And I ſhall 
not add, * that jt ſeems thoſe who are 
ſo often making uſe of this Argument, 
feel the mighty force it has on them- 
ſelves, and ſo imagine it ſhould pre- 
yail as much on others, as they find 
it does on their own Conſciences, or 
rather on their Ambition and Cove- 
touſnels.. 


I will proſecute the matter of this 
Letter no further, and therefore ſhall 
not ſhew in how many places the Se- 
cretary that penned it has diſcover- 
ed how much he is a Novice in ſuch 
matters, and what great advantages 
he gives to thoſe who would . ſift all 
the expreſſions, the figures, and the 
periods in it. But the ReſpeQtT pay to 
thoſe that ſubſcribe it, as well as the 


Impor- 
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importance and gravity of the ſubje& 
ſtop me :; So from the reviewing this 
Letter, I go next to conſider the Me- 
thods laid down by the Aſſembly for 


| carrying on thoſe Converſions. 


J3 
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MEMORIAL| 


Containing diverſe Methods, ff 
which very great uſe =y be mad 
far the Converſion of thoſe who pro 
fels the pretended . Reformed ReliF 
210N. | 


of 


The fir{t Method 


Is that which Cardinal Richelieu »ſed fo 
reducing, either in the way of Diſputi 
or Conference, thoſe of the P. R. RE 
and to perſwade them in an amicable man 

er to re-unite themſelves to the Church 


'EYN Method is to attack them by i 
Decree of a Synod of theirs thiff 
»t at Charenton, 1631. by which thi 
recervead to their Communion thoſe of th 


Ausbourg Confeffion, who hold the Ref 
Preſence of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt in 
F4 L : 
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the Euchariſt, together with diverſe other 
Articles that are very different from the 
Confeſſion of Faith of thoſe that are 
the P. Reformed. Upon which the Miniſter 
Dailee iz his Apology ſays, That if the 
Church of Rome had mo other errour be- 
fides that, they had not had a ſufficient rea- 


| ſon for their ſeparating from her, 


It & certain, that none of all the other 


| points of our Belief that are. controverted, 


are either of greater importance, or hara- 
erito be believed than this which has been 
gver  efteemed even by themſelues one of 
the chief grounds of their Separation, ana 
& that by which the people are moſt anu- 


| ſed. As for that which the Miniſter Dailee 
| ſays for eluding the force of this Objeition, 


That the Lutherans ao mot adore Jeſus 
Chriſt in the Sacrament : It is altogether un- 
reaſonable,ſince Calvin himſelf reproves the 
Lutherans for that,and #5 forced to acknow- 
ledge that adoration is a neceſſary conſequence 
of rhe real Preſence. What is more ſtrange 


35 


Cal. lib. de ve- 
ra participatte 
One coyporis 
Chriſtz in ca- 
_-: 


(/ays he) than to pur Jeſus Chriſt. in the + 


Bread, andnot to adore him? and if he 
is in the Bread, then he ought to be 
adored under the Bread. 

Thus ſince, according to the Calviniſts 
28 the ſame Synod, one does not overthrow 


the grounds of Salvation by the belief of 


the Real Preſence, and the other points of 


their 
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przciſos, 
guam inique 
clamanrt Ma- 
ximianiſtas I 
fe Schiſma fe- 
ciſle. Concil. 
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their Confeſſion concerning which they di. 
ſpute, that Cardinal thought he could con 
vince them of their errour , in ſeparating 
faom the Communion of the Church of 
Rome, 2x which, according to their own 
Maximes, one could be ſaved. 

I: was by the like reaſoning that the 
African Fathers convinced the Donatiiſts, 
called the Prinuanifts, that they had unjuſtly 
ſeparated themſelves from the Catholick 
Church, becauſe it received Cecilian mto 
its Communion, ſince they had made a de- 
cree of Union with the Maximiamſts , 
mhom they had formerly condemned. It 
was in the Council of Carthage, held under 
Anaftafius, that the Fathers = this 
againſt thoſe Hereticks, and in the Fourth 
Canon they ſet this before them, * That they | 
might ſee if they would but open their eyes 
a little to the Divine Light, that they had 
as unjuſtly cut themſelves off from the 
unity of the Church ; as the Maximia- 
niſts according to what they ſaid, had ſe 
parated themſelves from their Commu- 
#i0n, 
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ng | qF Cardinal Riche/ies had notheenan 
| abler States-man, than as it appears 2 
"PM | by this argument , he was a Divine, "a5 
the Princes of Europe would not have b 
the | fach cauſe as they have at preſeat, to 
ſts, Þ dread the growth of the Frexch Mo- 
fth Þ narchy, of which he laid the beſt and 
Vick ſtrongeſt foundations. It is a common 
m!0 BE Maxime, That no man can excel but in 
one thing ;ſo ſince his _—_ lay iathe 
ts, Politicks,no wonder he had no great Ta- 
It & lent for Divinity: But if this at firſt view 
aer ſeemed to him to have ſomewhat in it to 
his Y amuſe weak minds, eſpecially when it 
rth {urprized them with its novelty ; yet 
m9 Þ it is a little unexpected to find it taken 
5 | up by ſo great a Body, and ſet in the 
bad Þj front of their Methods for making Pre- 
the ſelytes, after the weakneſs of it has 
U2- Þ# been ſo evidently diſcovered. 
ſer 7. Greatdifference is to be made be- 
%- | tween a ſpeculation that lies in the 
| mind, and is a mans particular opini- 
on, and that which diſcovers it ſelf in 
the moſt ſolemn ags of Worſhip ; for 
the former, unleſs it is ſuch as ſubverts 
Re. || the foundations of Religion, we can LL. 
well bear with it: Theſe are efrours 
| in 


. 
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in which the perſon that holds them is 
only concerned, whereas the other errors 
become more fruitful, they corrupt the 
Worſhip, they give ſcandal, and infe@ F 
others. Therefore we will without Þ 
ſcruple own, that whether a man be. |; 
leve Conſubſtantiation or Tranfubſtan. þ 
tiation, ſo long as that lies in his brain Þ : 
as a notion, we may conclude him a Þt 
very ill Philoſopher, and a worſe DF / 
vine, for holding it ; but ſtill we wil F 
receive him to our Communion, that 
being a ſolemn ſtipulation of the New F 1 
Covenant made with God through Br 
Chriſt : And therefore ſince ſuch a per Þ#t] 
ſon aQs nothing contrary to that Co.#e 
venant, we ought to admit him to it: Yo! 
But Idolatry being contrary to the a 
Laws upon which that Covenant th 
grounded, we cannot receive an Ido-ſfth 
tater, though we do admit ſuch as are 
in errours, that produce no other efte@ ith: 
but miſtaken apprehenſions and judge-| 
ments. It 1s unreaſonable to ſay that fm: 
if the Preſence is acknowledged, Ado-ſho 
ration ought to follow ; for we will ex- ÞMt 
communicate none for a conſequence, une 
were it never ſo wgll deduced, ſo lonp to : 
as they hold not that confequence: ÞPro 
Andaif Calvin argued as he did from that cn 
ablurdity , it was not that he thoughtÞ31 
they 


* OY hs 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 59 


is þ they ought to adore, becauſe they be- 
ors þ lieved Conſubſtantiation ; but rather 
the Þ to let them ſee how unreaſonable it 
e& | was to believe it, ſince they did not 
| adore 1t ; and yet it muſt be confeſſed the 
be- | argument is not unanſ{werable : For it 
an- þ may be ſaid, that as Princes whea i..cy 
ain Þ are in any place [zcoenito, even though 
n a þ they are known, yet their being Incog- 
Dt Þ aito ſhews that they will not have that 
will Þ reſpe& paid them which is otherwiſe 
-hat Þ due to them:So that Chriſt being preſent 
ew in an inviſible manner is not to be ado- 
ugh red. 1 ſhall not determine whether 
per- the Argument or the Anſwer is ſtrong- 
Co. Ker, yet this muſt be confeſſed, that up- 
it: Yon fo dubious a conſequence, it were 
the a very unreaſonable Cruelty to den 
t the holding Communion with tho 
Ido-Fthat believed ſuch a preſence, though 
; areÞ we refuſe to communicate with thoſe 
F& that joyn Adoration to it. ; 
dge-ſ} 2. There is a great difference to be 
that {made between the receiving men that 
\do-Fhold erroneous Tenets, to our «.om- 
tex Emunion that we believe is pure and 
nce, ſſundefiled , and the joyning our {elves 
np ſto a Communion in which we muſt 
ace: [profeſs thoſe very errours which we 
tha condemn ; and by ſolemn atts of Wor- 
aghtÞ3ip muſt reſtifie before God and the 
they World 
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World that we believe that which in 
wardly agd in our Conſciences we think 
falſe; The former is only a tolerating 
or conniving at the errours of others, 


without any ſort of approbation of | 


gl ; Whereas the other is the ful. 


'%, © teſt and moſt publick contradiQtion to 


our Conſciences that is poſſible. 

'3. As long as any Errours do not 
> ny againſt the foundations of the 
Chriſtian Religion, we own that we 
will bear with them, at Jeaft not oblige | 
others, eſpecially the Laity, in whom} 
there is not that danger of —_—_— | 
them to renounce them, before we ad-F 
mit them to the Sacraments : Bur the 
caſe of the Church of Roz is very dif-| 
ferent, among whom this opinion is but 
one of very many opinions, that weſ 
think reverſe the whole nature and def 
ſign of Chriſtianity, of which ſome 
ſhort hints were given in the Remarks} 
upon the Letter of the Aﬀembly Ge-þ 
neral, | 47: 
4. It is a very ill Inference to con-þ 
clude, becauſe that we think a mancan 
be faved ' that believes the Corporl 
Preſence, - therefore we have done amib| 
to ſeparate from their Communion. WeP 
may think men may be ſaved though] 
they are in fome errours, that in us 

were| 
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were damnable, after the illumination 
we have had; eſpecially if we ſhould 
profeſs that we believe then! when we 
do not believe them, and therefore if 
we cannot continue in their Communi- 
on without profeſſing that we believe 
thoſe Errours, they were to blame for 
impoſing them on us, and not we for 


ſeparating from them, when they had 


impoſed them. | 
5. That which the 4f#icay Fathers 
objected to the Dozatiſts was very per- 
tinently urged againſt them, who 
grounded foie Separation only upon 
this, That there were ſome corrupt 
members in the Communion of the 


| Church: Andthis was very juſtly caſt 


back on them, upon their receiving 
the Maximianiſts, whom they had for- 
merly condemned as Schiſmaticks, to 
their Communion. But it has no re- 
lation to us who have not ſeparated 
from their Church upon any ſuch per- 
ſonal account : Theretore ſince the chief 
grounds of our Separation are the corru- 


ptions in their Worſhip, and our being 


obliged to bear a ſhare in thoſe corrupti- 
oris, it is clear that our receiving to our 
Communion thoſe who have not cor- 
rupted their Worſhip, and come tojoyn 
with us, has no relation to that diſpute b-- 

F rween 
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tween the Africa» Fathers and the Do- 
natiſts. 
| 6. There1s one thing in the Method 
which we freely confeſs to be true , 
That there is none of the controverted 
points that are harder to be believed 
than this of the Real Preſence. It is 
no wonder it ſhould be ſo, ſince it has 
the ſtrongeſt Evidences both of Senſe 
and Reaſon againſt it : Bur if it. is ſo hard 
to be believed, it is very ſevere to proſe- 
cute thoſe who cannot bring themſelves 
to believe it, in ſo extreme a manner 
as that Church has done and till does. 
Upon the whole matter, this Method 
is ſo weak in all the parts of it, that 


its being ſet firſt, gives no great hopes of 
any thing extraordinary tofollow. 


[he 
; Chriſtian without it, and may 
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The Second Method 


F fo lay this before them, what atcord- 
ing to the light of Nature, and their 
own Confeſſion, in the matters of our Sal- 
vation, which is the one thing that is 
needful, we ought always to chuſe the 
furer fide: Now it & certain, that ac- 
cording to that Decree of the Synod of 
Charenton , ze #s indifferent to them 
whether one believes the Real Preſence, 


or whether they believe it not; and we 


hold it neceſſary fo believe it , therefore 
it is the ſurer ſide to believe it: and 


if they could but diſengage themſelves a: 


little from: their prejudices ,, they would 
follow this way. The ſame may be ſaid 
of all the other points in diſpute. Me- 
ſtrelat the Miniſter , in his Treatiſe of 
the Church, ſays that things neceſſary to 
Salvation are only thoſe that are ſo ex- 
preſsly ſet down in the Scriptures, that 
0 doubt tar) be made of them. Such as 
are the Articles -bf the: Apoſtles Creed. 
If there is any thing that js, obſcure 
(/xys he) then I alert 1t'ts not neceſſary, 
and therefore one may be'a oy gone 

(>; 
both Faith, Hope and Charity, - 
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It is evident that the points in diſpute 
which they maintain againſt #s are not ſo 
clearly expreſſed in the Scripture , that 
one cannot doubt concerning them : Since 
we maintain on good grounds, that they 
are not there : So that according to their | 
own Dottrine, one can dwubelieve them, | 
without endangering his Salvation. But 
we ſay that it ts neceſſary, under the pain 
of damnatiou, to believe the contrary 
opinion, and therefore if they will take the 
Gre ſide, they ought to ſubmit to ws. 


=o 


Remarks. 

1. FT is ſomething odd to ſee fo great F 
] a Body uſe this Logick, That be- f 
cauſe we think an errour 1s not dam- | 
nable, and ſuch as obliges us to excom- | 
municate all that hold it, therefore we | 
think it indifferent to believe it or not. þ 
We judge it an errour, and while we | 
think it fo, it were a lie for us to fay 
that we did believe it, and this, eſpe- | 
cially in ſach publick Ads of Wor- | 
ſhip of God , which are groſsly Ido. | 
latrous, by their own Confeffion, | 
while we hold this perſuaſion, is (o far: 
from 'being a thing indifferent, that | 
we know nothing more damnable :| 
For this were to lie every day to yo 

| | 5 
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and the World, and to commit Idolatry 
in a manner more abſurd, than the moſt 
barbarous Nations have been guilty<of, 
which 15 to worſhip that as a God which 
we do beheve is only a piece of Bread. 

2, In this very Articke it, 15 plain 
that our ' Opinion 1s the -furer ſide: 
For as to the Spiritual efficacy of the 
Sacrament and que preparation for 1t , 
which 1s all that we hold cbricerning 
it, by their own Confeſſion -rhere can 
be no fin 1n-that ; whereas if their op1- 
nion is falſe, they are guilty of a moſt 
horrid Idolatry. $0 there is no danger in 
any thing we do, whercas there may be 
great danger on their fide;all the danger 
chat 1s poſſible to he on our ſide, 15, thar 
we do not adore Chriſt if he is preſent, 
which may be thought to be wantof Re- 
verence : But that cannot: be. reaſonably 
urged, ſince weat the ſame time adore 
} him, believing him to be in Heaven ; 
* . and if this objection -againſt us had 
any force,. then-the Primitive Church 
for twelve hundred years muſt have 
been in a ſtate of damnation, for none 
of them adored the Confecrated Ele. 
-ments, nor has the Greek Church ever 
x. - 1" 

2. It is clear this general Maxim? of 
taking the ſurer fide 15s-againl(t them, 
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There -1is no ſin in not worſhipping 
Images, whereas there may be a 1n in 
doing it, They confeſs it is not ne- 
ceſſary to invocate the Saints, and we 
believe it is ſinful. They do not hold 
that it is neceſſary to ſay Maſſes for re- 
deeming Souls out of Purgatory, and 
we believe that it is an impious profa- 
nation of rhe Sacrament. They do not 
hold it is neceſſary to take away the Cup 
1n the Sacrament, we think it Sacrile- 

ious. They do not think thoſe Con- 
ecrations, by which Divine Vertues 
are derived intoſuch a variety of things 
to be neceſſary, we look on them as 
groſs Superſtitions. They do not think 
the Worſhip in an unknown tongue 
neceſſary, whereas we think it a dif: 
grace to Religion., So in all theſe, 
and many more particulars, it is 
clear that we are of the ſurer ſide. 


4. We own that Maxime , That | 
nothing is neceſſary to Salvation but | 


ptures; but this 1s not to be carried 


" what 1s plainly fet down in the Scri- | 


E- 

&* 
=$ 
bt 


ſo far, as that it ſhould be impoſſible | 


by ſophiſtry, or the equivocal uſe of 


nothing can be faid to be plain in any 


Book whatſoever ; But we under- | 


ſtand 


words , to faſten ſome other ſenſe to | 
luch paſſages in Scripture; for then © 


Þ 
F-=5;.4 


8 
} 
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Proteſtants, anſwered. 
ſtand this of the genuine meaning of 


the Scriptures, ſuch as a plain well- 
diſpoſed man will fiad out , if his 
mind is not ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed or 
biaſed with falſe and wrong mea- 
{ures. 

5. The Confidence with which any 
party propoſes their opinions, cannot 
be a true. Standart to judge of them ; 
otherwiſe the Receipts of Mountebanks 
will be always preferred to thoſe pre- 


ſcribed by good Phyſicians; and in- 


deed the modeſty of one lide and the 
confidence of rhe other , ought rather 
to give us a biaſs for, the one againſt 
the other, eſpecially it it 1s viſible that 
Intereſt is very prevalent 1n the confi- 


dent party. 


F-'4 | The 
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The Third Method 


S to confer amicably with them, and 

I to ſhew them our Articles in the Sceri- 

ptures and Tradition, as the Fathers of 

The firſt Ages underſtood both the one and 

the other, without engaging in reaſonings, 

or the drawing out of Conſequences by Syllo- | 

giſms, as Cardinal Bellarmin, and Perron, | 

4nd Gretſer, and the other Writers of Con- 

zroverſie have done ; which ordinarily be- 

get endleſs diſputes. It was in this man- 

er that the General Councils did proceed, | 

and thus did 8. Auſtin prove Original ſin F 

againſt Julian : To this end (ſays he)  O | 

*Lir ſenrentiis Julian,that T may overthrowthy Engines F 
TG and Artifices by the opinions ot thoſe | 
lacras ingenti Biſhops who have interpreted the Scri- Þ 
gioria rratta- ptyre with fo much glory. After which F 
merges he cites the paſſages of the Scripture, as 
pamenta ſub- zhey were anderſtood by S. Ambroſe, 
vertam.1#5.2- &, Cyprian, S. Gregory Nazianzene, Þ 
Carer. Zul. Cle | | * | 
+ and others. | | 
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Proteſtants, anſwered, 


| Remarks. 


1,TX7E do not deny but amicable 
"WW 


Conferences, in which mat- 


ters are propoſed without the wran- 
| glings of Diſpute, - are. the likelieſt 
' ways to convince people : And when- 
F ever they ſhew us their doQrines di- 
' realy in the Scripture and Traditiog, 
| we will be very unreaſonable if we 
| do, not yield upon that Evidence. 
| When they give us good authori. 


vO 


| ties..: from Scripture and Tradition 
| for the Worſhip of Images and Saints, 
| for adoring the Hoſt, for dividing the 
| Sacrament, for redeeming Souls out of 


Purgatory, for denying the people the 


! free uſe of the Scriptures, for obliging 


them to worſhip God in a Tongue not 
underſtood by them , we will confeſs 
our ſelves very obſtinate men if we re- 
fiſt ſuch Conyition. = 

'2, The ſhewing barely ſome. pal- 
ages, without conſidering; the whole 
ſcope of them, with the ſenſe in which 
ſuch words were uſed, in ſuch ages, and 
by ſuch Fathers will certainly miſguide 
us, therefore all theſe mult be alſo 
taken in for making this Enquiry ex- 
atly. Allowances alſo muſt be made 
F810 e Þ +. I {or 


{ 
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for the heats of Eloquence in Ser. 
mons or warm Diſcourſes, ſince one} 
paſſage ſ{tritly and philoſophically ex. 
'prefſed is ſtronger than a hundred, in| 
which the heat of Zeal and the Figures 
of Rhetorick tranff the Writer, | 
And 'thus' if the Fathers diſputing 
againſt thoſe who ſaid that the Humanef 
Nature of Chriſt was fwallowed up 
by his: Divine Nature, urge this tof 
prove that the Humane Nature didf 
{ti} ſubſiſt, that in the Sacrament 
after the Conſecration, in whichÞ 
there is an Union between the Ef 
lements. and the Body and Blood off 
Chriſt, they do till retain their prope 
nature and ſubſtance ; fuch expreſſion} 
uſed on ſuch a deſign leid us more in- 
fallibly to know what they thought inþ 
this matter, than any thing that they 
ſaid with deſign only to beget Reveſ 
rence and Devotion can do. : 

}. The Ancient Councils were notF 
ſo ſollicitous as this Paper would inſiÞ 
nuate, to prove a -Tradition from theÞ 


Fathers of the firſt Ages. They tookþ 


great. care to prove the truth, whichÞ 


chey decreed, by many arguments fromnſ? 


| 


Scripture ; but for the Tradition, they|} 


thought it enough to ſhew that they|| 


dil innovate in nothing, and: that} 
lome| 


( 


z: 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 71 


.þ ſome Fathers before them had taught 
| what they decreed. We have not 
.| the atts of the two firſt General 
| Councils, but we may very probably 


gather upon what grounds thoſe at 


| Nice proceeded, by what S, Athanaſius Lib. de decyers 
wrote as an Apology for their Symbol, fon. Nc. 

| in particular for the word Conſubtartial, 

| which he proves by many conſequences 

| drawn from Scripture, but for the Tra- 

| dition of it he only cites four Fathers, 

| and none of thoſe were very ancient : 

| They are Theognifties, Denis of Alexan- 

'Þ dria, Den of Rome, and Origen ; and 

| yet both that « Father, þ Fry, and 2 4th- Epift.de 
c S. Bafil acknowledge that Depxis of ji 
| Alexandria wavered much in that mat- b 156. de Syr. 
| ter; and itis well known what advan- © #96 4t- 
inþ tages were taken from many of 0r:9e-'s 

| exprefſions. So here we have only two 

| undifpured Fathers that conveyed chis 


| Tradition. We have the Ads of the conc. £pb. 


| third General Council yer preſerved , 
.Þ and in them we find a Tradition 1n- 
| deed alledged, but except S. Cyprian and. 
| S. Peter of Alexandria, they cite. none 
Z but thoſe that had lived after the Coun- 
cl of Nice ; and Pope Leo's Letter to 
= Flavian, to which the Council of Cha:- 
” cedon aflented, is an entire contexture 
| of authorities drawn from Scripture , 


WitÞh- 
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without ſo much as any one citation of 
any Father. It is true, there-is added 
to the end of that Letter a ColleQion} : 
of ſome ſayings of ſix Fathers, Har, | 
Ambroſe, Nazianzene, Chryſoſtome, Au 
ſtia and Cyril, who had all except one, 
lived within ſixty years or a little more, 
of that time. So it 1s certain they 
founded their Faith only on the Scrif 
pture, and not on Tradition, otherwikf 
they had taken more pains to hav 
made it out, and had not been ſo eafil| 
ſatisfied with whar a few late Writer| 
had faid : And thus it may be pref 
ſumed, that all the end for which thaf - 
cited them, was only to ſhew that the 
did not broach new and unheard of 
opinions. And S. Auſtiz could naf 
think that S. Cypriax's opinion alom 
was a ſufficient proof of the Dop 
_ Etrine of the firſt three Centurie| 
for Original Sin, and yet he cite 
no other that lived inthoſe Ages. . No 
could S. Ambroſe, and Nazzianzexr thap 
had lived in his own time, be cited t 
prove the Tradition of former Age 
And whereas it is inſinuated that kf 
cited others, one would expect to, find 


*- 
2 
- © 
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Proteſtants, anſwered. 


have a more evident Indication of 
S. Auſtin's ſenſe, as to the lat reſort 
' in matters of Controverlie, than this 
they offer in that celebrated ſaying of 
his, when he was writing againſt 
| Maximinis the Arian Biſhop. * But ner- 
| ther may I make uſe of the Nicene Coun- 
'F cid, nor you that of Arimini, 4s that 
| whico ought to pre-judge us in this mat- 
ter ; for neither am 1 held by the autho- 
' rity of the one, nor you by the authori- 
' ty of the other. Let the one ſide and 


Þ cauſe, and their reaſons, be brought a- 
| painſt the other from the authorities of 
Þ the Scriptures, that do not belong to ei- 
| ther ſide, but are Witneſſes common to 


 communibus teſtibus, res cum re, cauſa cum cav(3, rat! 


| concerter. kb. 3. coat. Max. cap. 14. 


* Sed nunc 
nec ego Ni- 
cenum, nec tu 
debes Arimt- 
nen(e tan- 
quam prXju- 
dicaturuspro- 
ferre Concilt- 
um; nec ego 
hujus autho- 
Tirate, Nec W 
illius derine- 
ris. Scripru- 
rarum autho- 
ritatibus nom 
quorumque 
propriis (cd 
ucriuſque 

© cum rarione 
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The Fourth Method 
F fo tell them that their Miniſters 


can never do this, nor ſhew in the | 
Scriptures any of their Articles that are | 


controverted, and this is wery true. For 
example, they can never bring any form 
Text to prove that Original Sin remains, 
as to the guilt of it after Baptiſm, that 


we receive the Body of Jeſus Chriſt only by | 
Faith; that after the Confecration, the | 
Sacrament ts ſtill Bread; that there is m| 
Purgatory, and that we do not merit am| 
thing by our good works, And to this tt 
may be added, that among all thoſe paſ- 


ſages that are on the Margent of their 


Confeſſion, there us not one that ſays tht | 
which they cite it for, either in expreſs or | 
equivalent terms, or in the ſame ſenſe. | 
7 his is the Method of My. Veron, which | 
he took from S. Auſtin, who ſay 
to the Manichzans, Shew me that that | 
is 1n the'Scripture ; and in another place, 
Let him ſhew me that that is to be 
found in the Holy Scripture. We muf | 
then boldly tell them , That they cannit | 
prove any of their Articles that are in di. | 
ſpute, nor diſpute againſt any of ours by 
any paſſages of Scripture , neither in ex-| 
preſs terms, nor by ſufficient conſequences, Jo 

as| 
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Pr oteſtants, anſwered. 


a to make their Dodrine be rvecei- 
ved, as the Faith, and ours paſs for Er- 


YORY » 


T 


Remarks, 


He firſt part of this Article pro- 
ceeds upon Yerox's Method of 


| putting us to prove our Doctrines by 
expreſs words of Scripture, but ſome 
| more cautious perſon has added in the 
| concluſion a Salvo for good conle- 
| quences drawn from them ; upon 


which we yield that this is a very 
good Method , and are ready to joyn 


| ifſue upon it. If they intend ſtill to 


build upon that notion of expreſs words, 


- wedeſire it may be conſidered, that the 
| true meaning of all paſſages is not to 
| be taken only from the bare words, 
| but from the contexture of the Dil- 
; courſe, and the deſign upon which they 
* are made uſe of; and that Rule of 


Logick being infallibly true, That whar 


| things ſoever agree in any third thing, 
| they do alſo agree among themſelyes, it 
' tscertain that a true conſequence is as 
: good a proof as a formal paſſage. 
- Thus did our Saviour prove the Reſur- 
: Teftion from the Scriptures by a very 
| remote conſequence , ſince Gad was 


ſaid 
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ſaid to be the God of Abraham , Ifaac 
and Jacob, and was the God of the 
Living and not of the Dead. So did | 
the Apoſtles prove Chriſt's being the 
promiſed Me/izs, and the obligation to 
oblerve the Moſaical Ceremonies to 
have ceaſed upon his coming, by} 
many conſequences, but not by the ex- 
reſs words of Scripture. All the argu- 
ings of the Fathers againſt the Hereticks 
run on Conſequences drawn from Scri-f 
pture, as may appear in all their Sy-F 
nodical Letters, more particularly inf 
that formerly cited of Pope Leo to Fl f 
ian, to which the Fourth General f 
Council afſented. This Plea does very | 
ill become men that pretend ſuch reve-f 
rence to Antiquity, ſince 1t was thatF 
upon which al the Ancient Hereticks| 
{et up their ſtrength, as the moſt play: 
{ible pretence by which they thought] 
they could cover themſelves. So thef 
a Arias at Arimini give this reaſon for} 
rejeting the word Conſubſtantial, be-F 
cauſe it was not in the Scriptures. Thef 
b Macedonians laid hold of the ſame} 
pretence. «c Neftorlus gives this as hi} 
Thief reaſon for denying the Virgin to; 
be the Mother of God : And 4 Earyches| 
covered himſelf alſo with this queſtion, | 
1z what Scripture were the two Natures of 
Chriſf 
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Proteſtants, anſwered. 
Chriſt to be found? . And his followers 


did afterwards infift ſo much on this 
| Plea, that Theodoret wrote two large 
| Diſcourſes on purpoſe to ſhew the 


weakneſs of this pretence.. So that af- 
ter all the noiſe they make about the 


| Primitive Church , they follow the 


lame tra& in which the Hereticks that 
were condemned by the firſt four Ge- 


| neral Councils, went ; and they put 
j-þ us to do the ſame thing that the He- 
.þ reticks then put on the Orthodox : 
* But we make the ſame anſwer to it 
.þ which the Fathers did, That the ſenſe 
[þ of the Scriptures is to be conſidered 
| more than the words: So that what 
.þ 15 according to the true ſenſe, is as much 
| proved by Scripture, as if it were con- 
| tained in it in ſo many expreſs words. 
.—| And yet this Plea had a much greater 
| ſtrength in it, as it was managed by 


thoſe Hereticks ; for thoſe conteſts be- 


| ing concerning myſteries which ex- 
| ceed our apprehenſions, it was not an 


unreaſonable thing at firſt view to ſay, 


P 


that in ſuch things which we cannot 
| periectly comprehend, it is not fafe to 
; proceed by deduCtions or conſequences, 
*-and therefore it ſeemed ſafer to hold 
: ſtrily to Scripture Phraſes, but in other 


points into which our underſtandings 
CG catt 
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can carry us further, it is much mare 
abſurd to exaCt of us expreſs words of 
Scripture. 

2, Moſt of the poinrs about which 
we diſpute with the Church of Rox, 
are additions made by them to the {in | 
plicity of the Chriſtian Religion. So 
much as we own of the Chriſtian Re- | 
livion they own likewiſe. In the other 
particulars, our Do@trine with relation F 
to them is made up of Negatives, and 
theirs is the affirmative; and ſince all 
Negatives, eſpecially in matters of Re- 
ligion prove thernſelves, it falls to ther 
ſhare to prove thoſe Additions which 
they have made to our Faith, and 
to the Dofrine contained in the Sci 
ptures. : 
3. Though this is a ſure Maxime, 
yet our Plea is ſtronger, for there ar 
many — taught by them againſt | 
the expreſs words of Scripture ; - aþþ | 
therr worſhipping Images , their nap | 
drinking all oy the Cup, rheir worſhip , 
ping of Angels, their not worſhippiny : 
God in a tongue which the unlearnal | 
underſtand, and ro which they can fayÞþ | 
Amen; their ſetting up more MediatorF| | 
between God and us rhanone: Where! ; 
as S. Paulcxhorting us to make Preyer} | 
to God, tells us there is one Mcifj f 
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Proteſtants, anſwered: 


tor, which ſhews that he ſpake there 


his ſingle Interceſſion with God on our 
behalt, 


| 4. We do not only build our Do- 
| Qtrine upon ſome few paſſages of the 
| Scripture, in which perhaps a Critical 


Writer might eaſily raiſe much duſt, 
but upon that in which we cannot be 
ſo ealily miſtaken, which is the main 


' {cope of the whole New Teſtament , 
and the defign of Chriſtianity, which 


we believe 1s reverſed in their Church 


| by the Idolatry and Superſtition that 1s 
In it. | 


5. As ſor the particulars which they 
call on us to prove, as they are very 
few, fo ſcarce any of them is of the 


; pou conſequence. The firſt is a 
k 


Veculative point, about which we 


* would never have broke Communi- 
' on with them. 
| we receive Chriit oniy by Faith 
"if the third is true, that the Sacra- 
* ment is ſtill Bread, then that mult be 
| alſo true : Now S. Pau/calls it ſo tour 
| ſeveral times, as alſo our Saviour calls 


For the ſecond, that 


the Cup the Fruit of the Vine. As 


F: for our denying Purzatory, it 15 a Ne- 
F gative, and they mult prove tt. 


Nor 


ſhould we have broken Commumon ; 
concerning it, it they 


CG 2 had 
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had not added to that; the redeemin 
Souls out of it with Meaſles, by which 
the Worſhip is corrupted, contrary to 
the inſtirution of the Sacrament. And 
for the laſt, in the ſenſe in which ma- 
ny of them aſſert it, we do not raife 
any Controverſie about it, for we know 
that God rewards our good works, 
or rather crowns his own Grace 1n 

us. 


The fifth Method 


S the Peaceable Method, and without} 
diſpute founded on the Synod of Dort, 
which all the pretended Reformed Churches} 
of France have received, and which haf 
defined according to the Holy Scripture, 
that when there is a diſpute concerninf 
any Controverted Article between two par. 
ties that are both within the true Churth | 
it is neceſſary to refer it to the judaement 
of the Synod, and that he who refuſes tif 
ſubmit himſelf, becomes guilty of Hereſif 
and Schiſm. Now if we will run back uf 
the time in which the diſpute began cn 
cerning any Article, for inſtance that ff 
the Real Preſence, both the parties in th 
debate, as well the Anceſtors of thoſe if 


the P. R. Religion as ours, were in thif 


ſaint ; 


SALE TILE 


Proteſtants, anſwered, - ty 


_ : fame Church, which was the true Church ;; 
} for there was no other before the S -Pa- 
Ar ration, which was not then made: Then 


their Anceſtors, who would not ſubmit to 


wet the Tudgement of the Church, and have 

hes ſeparated from her on no other account but 

ww; becauſe ſhe had condemned their ſenti- 
)F 


| ments were Schiſmaticks and Hereticks : 
CME And thoſe who at this day ſucceed then 

| are in the ſame manner guilty, ſince they 
follow their opinions : And to this they 
can make no other Anſwer, but that 
which the Hereticks that have been con- 
demned in all Azes might have made. 
This Method is provea in all its parts in 
the little Treatiſe that has been made 
about it. 
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Remarks, 


T is not. unwiſely done to call this 
a Method that 1s to paſs without 
diſpute, for it will not bear one: And 
1. There1s this difference between the 


principles of Proteſtants and thole of 
the Church of Rowe, that whereas the þ 


latter are bound to juſtifie whatever has 


been decreed in a General Council as a 
ruleegither of Faith or Manners ; the for-F 


mer are not fo tied, and much leſs are 


they bound by the decifion of a NarionalF 


Counci1l,though never {o {olemn.Ir is na- 
tural for all Judicatories to raiſe their 
own authority as high as they can, and fo 


if any Synod has made any ſuch Declz-f 
ration,it lies on them to juſtifie it, but the} 
xe(t of thoſe who have ſeparated from the 
corruptions of the Church of Rozae are 


got concerned in it. 


2. Theprincipleof Proteſtants, with 
relation to the majority even in a Ge-f 
neral Council, is, That when any] 
Dottrines are eſtabliſhed or condemnetF 
upon the Authorities of the Scriptures 
thoſe who differ from them, and do think} 
chat the Council miſunderſtood the Scriþ 
ptures are bound to ſuſpect themſelveþ 
2 ittle, and to review the matter with 
"00 = greater} 
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greater application, and not to adhere 
to their former opinions out of pride 
or obſtinacy : They are alſo bound to 
conſider well of their opinions, though 
they appear 1till to be true, yet if they 
are of that importance that the publiſh. 
ing them is neceſſary to Salvation ; for 
unleſs it is ſo, the Peace of the Church is 
not to be rent by them: Yet it they 
are required to profeſs that they believe 
opinions which they think falſe, it they 
were never ſo inconſiderable, no man 
ought to go againſt his Conictence ; 
But if a man atter his ſtricteft enqui- 
ries, 1s ſtill perſinaded that a Council 
has decreed againſt the true meaning 
of the Scriptures, in a point. neceſſary 
to Salvation, then he muſt prefer God 
to Man, and follow the ſounder, though 
it ſhould prove to be the much letjer 
party : And it any Company or Synod 
of Proteſtants have decreed any thing 
contrary to this, 1n lo far they have 
departed from the Proteitant princi- 
ples. 

2, Difference 1s t9 be made alſo be- 
tween Herefie and Schiſm jn a Legal 
and a Vulgar ſenſe, and whar 1s truly 
ſuch in the- fight of God. The Ser 
tence of a Supream Court from which 
there lies no Appeal , makes one Ie- 
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gally a Criminal; But if he is inno- 
cent, he 1s not the leſs innocent be- 
cauſe a hard Sentence 1s paſt againſt 
him. So Herelie and >chiſm may take 
their denominations from the Sentence 
of a National or General Council : But 
in that which is the ſenſe of thoſe words 
that makes them Criminal, Hereſie is 
noching but an obſtinate perſiſting in 
errours, contrary to Divine Revelation, 
after one has had a ſufficient means of | 
Inflruftion ; and Schiſm is an. ill F 
grounded Separation from the Body of | 
the Church : So it muſt be the Divine | 
Revclation, and not the authority of a 
Synod that can prove one who holds 
contrary opinions to be an [teretick, 
and the grounds of the Separation muſt þ 
be likewiſe examined before one can be | 
conc]uded a Schiſmarick. | 
'* 4. Thoughthe Concluſions and De- F 
finitions made by the Synod of Dor: are Þ 
perhaps generally received in Frazce, | 
yet.that does not bind them up to ſub- F 
icrtbe every thing that was aſſerted in F 
thatSynod : Nor do they found their þ 
aſſent to thoſe opinions on the authori- þ 
ty of that Synod, but upon the Evidence | 


of thoſe places of Scripture from which | 
tiey deduced them. | 


5- vINCe 
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s. Since thoſe of that Communion 
object a National Synod to the Prote- 
ftants, this may be turned back on 
them with greater advantage, in ſome 
points eſtabliſhed by Councils, which 
they eſteem not only General bur Infal- 
lible. In the Third Council of the 7- 
teran it was decreed, That all Princes 
who favoured Hereticks did forfeit their 
Rights, and a Plenary Indulgence was 
granted to all that fought againſt them. 
In the Fourth Council at the fame 
place it was decreed, That the Pope 
might not only declare this forfeiture, 
but abſolve the Subjects from their 
Oaths of Obedience, and transfer their 
Pominions upon others. In the Firſt 
Council at Lroas they joyned with the 
Pope 1n thundring the Sentence of De- 
poſition againſt rhe Emperour Frexe- 
rick the Firſt, which in the preamble 
is grounded on ſome places of Scri- 
pture, of which if they were the Infal- 
lible Expoſitors, then this power is an 
Article of Faith. Andan the laſt pace 
the Council of Conſtance decreed, That 
the Faith of a Safe-ConduG.was not ro 
be kept to an Heretick, that had come 
to the place of Judgement reiying 0: 
it, even though he would not have 
come without it. When Crueitv, Re- 
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bellion and Treachery were thus de- 
creed in Courts, which among them 
are of ſo ſacred an authority ; It 1s vi- 
{ible how much greater advantages we 
have of them in this point than any 
they can pretend againſt us. . 

6. For the Synod of Dot I will not 
undertake the Apology neither for their 
Decrees nor for their Afertions ; and 
will not ſtick to ſay that how true ſoever 
many of their Concluſions may be, yet 
the defining ſuch myſterious matters 
as the order of the Divine Decrees, and 
the Influences of Gods Grace on the 
wills of men, in ſo poſitive a manner, 
and the impoſing their Afſertions on 
all the Miniſters of their Communion, 
was that which many as ſincere Pro- 
teſtants as any are, have ever difliked 
and condemned, as a weakening the 
{inion of the Proteſtant Church, and 


an aſſuming too much of that authority þ 


which we condemn in the Church of 
12 93790, 


grounds of Scripture, fo that in this 
jenſe the authority of the Synod was 
meerly Declarative ; 
will {till recur, Whether they under: 
!tood the paiſages which they built on, 
righr or not? And if they underitood 


For though they ſuppoſed that F 
they made their dehnitions upon the 


yet the queſtion | 


tliem 
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them wrong, then according to Pro- 
teſtant principles, their Decrees had 
no ſuch binding authority, that the 
receding from them could make one 
guilty either of Hereſie or Schiſm. 


The Sixth Method 


j* to ſhew them that the Roman Church, 
or that Church which ackaowledzes 
the Rope or the Biſhop of Rome, the Suc- 
ceſſor of S. Peter, ro be her Head all the 
World over , is the true Church : Be- 
cauſe there 1s no other beſides her that has 
that undoubted mark, which is a perpetual 
Vilibility without Interruption, ſince Chriſt”s 
timeto this day. This is a Method com- 
mon to all the Catholicks, and is very 
well and briefly ſet forth in the little Trea- 
tiſe of the true Charch, joyned to that of 
the Peaceable Method. This is that of 
which S. Auſtin makes moſt frequent uſe 
againſt the Donatilts, and chiefly 17 
his Book of the Unity of the Charch ; 
and in his Epiſtles, of which the moſt 
remarkable paſſazes relating to this mat- 
ter, are gathered together by the late 
Arch-biſhop of Roven, 7 the firſt 
Book of his Apology for the Goſpel, in 
which he handles this matter excell:ntly 


well, 


Oe 
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One may add to this Method the Ma 
x!ims, of which Tertullan makes ufc in 
his Treatiſe of Preſcriptions againſt the 
Flereticks, and alſo Vincentius Lyri- 
nenlis iz his Advices, It is enough to 
ſay on this occaſion that thoſe two T rea- 
tiſes may ſatisfie any that will read them 
without prepoſſeſſion, in order to their 
forming a juſt Judgement of the true 
Church of Feſus Chriſt, and of all thoſe 
Societies that would uſurp that aame. 


Remarks. 


His Method is ſo common that 
there was no reaſon in any ſort 
to give Mr. Maimborrg the honour of 
it, unleſs it was that the Aﬀembly in- 
tended to do him this publick honour to 
ballance his diſgrace at Rome? : But let 
us eXamine It. > 
1. This aſſerts that no other Church 
has a perpetual Succeſſion without in- 
terruption, but that which derives it 
from Rome, which is ſo contrary to 
what every one knows, that Mr. Maim- 
bourg was ceriainly inſpired with the 
Spirit of his Order when he writ it. | 
Do not all the Gree& Churches, and all 
the Churches. that have their Ordina- | 
tion from them, all from the Northern | 
Empire F 
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Empire of Muſcovy to the Southern of 
the Abaſſines, together with all thoſe 
in the Eaſt, derive from the Apoſtles 
by an uninterrupted ſeries ? For till the 
Authority of the Church of Rome is 
proved, which is the thing in queſti- 
on, their being declared Schiſmaticks or 
Hereticks by it, does not interrupt this 
Succeſſion. | 

2. The Church of Ezz/azd has the 
ſame Succeſſion that the Church of 
Rome had in Gregory the Great's tune 
(to wave the more ancient preten- 
ſions of the Brzzziſh Churches ) and 
the Biſhops of this Church being bound 
by one of their Sponſions made at their 
Coliracion, according to the Romaz 
Pontifical, to in{tru& their flock in the 
true Faith according to the Scriptures, 
they were obliged to make good this 
promiſe. Nor can it be pretended that 
they have thereupon forteited their Or- 
_ and by conſequence their Succel- 
10N, 

3. The Succeſſion of the Church of 
Rome cannot be ſaid to be uninter- 
rupted, if either Herefte or Schilm can 
cut it off, It is well known that Fe- 
lix, Liberins, and Hyoaoriwus, ro Name no 
more, were Hereticks; and it Ordt- 
nations by Schiſmaticks or unlawtul 

| Ulſurpers 
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Ulurpers be to be annulled, which was 
judged in the caſe of Photizs, and was 
often practiſed at Rome, then the ma- 
ny Schiſms and unjuſt uſurpations that 
have been in that See. will make the 
Succeſſion of their Orders the moſt dil- 
putable thing that can be , eſpecially 
during that Schiſm that laſted almoſt 
forty years; all the Churches of that 
Communion having derived their Or- 
ders from one or other of the Popes: 
and if the Popes at Avignon were the 
Uſurpers, then let the Gz//ica Churches 
ſee how they can juſtifie the ſeries of 
their Ordinations: To all which may 
be added the impoſſibility of proving 
a true Succeſſion in Orders, if the Ver- 
tue of the Sacraments depends on the 
Intention of him who officiates, ſince 
ſecret Intentions are only known to 

God. | 
4. The ground on which the Dozati/ts 
{ſeparated from the Orthodox Churches 
being at firſt founded on amatter of 
Fact, which was of the pretended Irregu- 
larity of thoſe who ordained Cec/:an, 
which they afterwards detended upon 
this, that the Church could be only 
compoled of good men, and that the 
Sacraments were of no Vertue when 
dilpenſed by ill hands ; all that S. 4s- 
tia 
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iz fays is to be governed by this Hy- 
pothelis, againſt which he argues : 
And it being once granted that rhe 
Church was not corrupted neither in 
Doctrine nor Worſhip, we are very 
ready to ſubſcribe to every expreſſion 
of his; and do freely acknowledge that 


the making a rent in a Church, that 


is pure both in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
upon any particular or perſonal ac- 
count, 1s a fin that cannot be ſuffici- 
ently deteſted and condemned. T ſhall 
not enter into a particular diſcuſſion 
of every pallage of S. Au/tiz's, but if in 
ſome he ſcems to go too far for the zu- 
thority of the Church, I ſhall only offer 
two general conliderations concerning 
theſe. Thefirſt is, Thar it is a Maxime 
with Lawyers, That general words-in 
Laws are to be reſtricted to the pre- 
ambles and chief defign of theſe Laws: 
And if this is true of Laws thar are 
commonly penned with more coldneſs 
and upon greater deliberation, it is 
much more applicable ro warm dif- 
courſes, where the heat of Conrtradi- 
ftion, and the Zeal of a Writer, makes 
that things are often aggravated, and 
carried roo far ; but {HI all thofe ex- 
preJions are to be moliitied and re- 
ftrifted to that winch was the {ſubjet 
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matter of the debate; therefore thoſe 
expreſſions of S. Auſtin's, Inppoling 
that the Church was ftiH ſound in her 
Dottrine and Worſhip, are to be go- 
verned by that Hypotheſis. The fe- 
cond is, That many of thoſe who urge 
theſe paſſages on us, do not deny but 
S. A«ſtta in the diſputes about Grace and 
Original Sin was carried too far, though 
thoſe were the ſubje&ts on which he 
employed his lateſt years with the 


oreateſt application : If then it 1s con- } 


tefled that he wrote too warmly againſt 


the Pel/10zas, and in that heat advanced | 


ſome propoſitions that need a fair con- 
{truction, 1s it unreaſonable for us to 


lay that he might have done the ſame, | 


writing againlt the Donatiſts? 


5. As tor Tertin/lian, he that might | 


have converſed with many that could 


have known S. Potvcarp, who was both } 


inſtructed and ordained by the Apo- 
ſtles, ſo that he might have been the 
third perſon in the conveyance of the 


ſenſe of what the Apoſtles had left inÞ 
Writing, could reaſonably argue as he 


did againſt the Hereticks ; but certain- 


ly no man that conſiders the diſtance | 
we liveat from thoſe ages, and the ma-} 
ny accidents that have ſo often changed} 
the face of the Church, can think it | 
reaſonable Þ 
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; reaſonable to argue upon that ground 


now. Ahd yet'ir were-catie to bring 
many citarious out of that very Book 


- | of Tertullians, to ſhew that he ground- 


ed his Faith only on the 'Doctrine of 
Chrilt, delivered in the ; Scriptures, 
how much ſoever he might. argue from 
other Topicks againft the Hereticks of 
his time, who indeed were bringing in a 
New Goſpel into the World, .- 
We willingly receive the\CharaRers 


1 | that Vincentins Lyrinenſis giyes of Tra- 
dition; that what the Church has ac all 


times and in all places received, is to be 


| believed, and are ready tojoyn ifſue 


upon this, and when they can prove 


that the Church art all times and in all 
' places has taught the Worſhipping of 
' Images, the Invocation of Saints and 


Angels, the adoring the Sacrament , 
and the dividing of it, with many more 
particulars; we will yield the whole 


; cauſe, and confeſs that we have made & 
| Schiſm in the Church, 


H 
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The Seventh Method 


TS to let them ſee that thoſe who at firſt 
I pretended to Reform the Church in 
which they were amongſt us, neither had 
or could have any Miffion , either Or- | 
dinary or Extraordinary, to bring us any 
other Doffrine bit that mhich was then 
taught; and that by Conſequence none 
onght to believe them, ſmce they had m0 | 
authority to' Preach as they did, How | 
can they 'Preach if they are not ſent. | 
This 4 4he' ordinary Method that puts 
the Miniſters to the neceſſity of proving | 
their Miffion , which is a thing that they | 
can never wo. This cuts off all diſputes, F 
and is 'one of the Methoas of Cardind | 
Richelieu. wo : 


; 


} 
þ 


EY. 


 faid upon that ve 
| and 1s {till receive 
' Law of all Chriſtians; then if every 
* man is bound to take care of his own 
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Remarks. 


1.) F the firſt Reformers had deliver- 
1Þ <d a new Doctrine which was 
never formerly taught, it had been ne- 


| ceſſary for them to have had a very 
extraordinary Miſſion, and to have 


confirmed it by very extraordinary 
ſigns, but when they grounded all iney 
Book, which was 
as the unalterable 


Salvation, and is in Charity obliged to 


| Jet others ſee that ſame light that guides 
| himſelf, then I ſay an extraordinary 


Miſhon was not neceſſary when the 
thing in diſpute was not a new Do- 


; rine, but the true meaning of thoſe 
| Writings which were on all hands ac- 
| knowledged to be Divine. 


2. If notwithſtanding the neceſſity 
of not railing War in Civil Government; 


| without an expreſs Commiſhon from 
the Prince or Supream Authority, yet 
in a General Rebellion, when the 
| ways of intercourſe with the Prince 
| arecut off, if it be not only a lawful 
| but a commendable aQion for any ſub- 
| jet, even without a Commiſſion, to 
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raiſe what force he can for the ſervice 
of the Prince : Then if it be true, that 
the Weſtern Churches had generally 
revolted .fram the rules of the Goſpel, 
that was a ſufficient warrant for any 
perſon to endeavour a Reformation, 


3. The nature of the Chriſtian Re- | 


ligion is to be well conſidered, in 
which all Chriſtians are a Royal Prief.- 


hood: And though it be highly neceſ. 


fary for all the ends of Religion. to 


maintain peace and Order, and tof 
convey. down an authority for ſacred 
adminiſtrations in ſuch a way as tends 


moſt toi'advance thoſe ends ; yet this 
cannot be' lookt on as indiſpenſable and 
abſolutely neceſſary. Among the Few, 


as there were many fervices in which | 


none but Prieſts and Lewztes could offi 
ciate, ſo the Succeſſion went in the 
natural courſe of Deſcent. But in the 


Chriſtian Church there are no poſitive 
Laws ſo appropriated, and therefore in| 


caſes of extream and unavoidable ne 
ceſſity every Chriſtian may make uf: 
of that dormant priviledge of being 


Royal Prieſt, and ſo this difficulty] 


muſt be reſolved , by examining the 
merits of the whole cauſe, for if the 


neceſſity was not extream and unz| 
voidable, we acknowledge it had been 


| 
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a Sacrilegious preſumption for any 
that was not called. in the ordinary 
manner to meddle in Holy things 

4. It is but a ſmall part of the Re- 
formed Churches that 1s concerned in 
this, Fere in Eze/and our Reformers 
had the ordinary Miſſion ; and in moſt 
places beyond Sea the firſt Preachers 
had been ordained Prieſts : And it will 


- | not be eafie to prove that Lay-men, 


yea, and Women may baptize 1n caſes 


| of neceſſity, when that is often but an 


imaginary neceſſity, and that yet Prieſts 


| In a caſe of real neceſſity may not or- 


dain other Prieſts. For all the Rules 
of Order are ſuperſeded by extraordi- 
nary caſes, and in Moral as well as in 
Natural things, every Individual has 
a Right to propagate its kind , and 
though it may be reaſonable to regu- 
late that, yet it can never be wholly 
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The Eighth Method 


S fo tell them, Tou do not know that 

ſach or ſuch a Book of the Scripture is 
the Word of God but by the Church in 
which you were before your Schiſm : $ 
that you cannot know _ is the true 
eple of thoſe paſſages that are 1p dif 
= , Ns ; Ky fame Church Fr 
conveys it to you. This is $. Auſtin's 
pyethod in many places, but above all 
i» his Book De utilitate Credendi, 4-4 
in his Book Contra Epiſtolam funda. 
ment! : 
believe the 
the Church did not oblige me to it. 
This Method is handſomely manazed in th: 
Treatiſe of the true Word of Goa, joymd 
to the Peaceable Method. 


* In which he ſays, I would not } 
Goſpel, if the authority of | 
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Remarks. 


I. Reat difference is to be made be- 

tween the conveyance of Books 
and an Oral Tradition of Doctrine. 
It is very eaſe to carry down-the one 
in a way that is Morally Infallible : An 
exact copying being all that is neceſſary 
for that : Whereas it is morally impol- 
ſible to prevent frauds and impoſtures 
in the other, in a courſe of ſome 
Apes, eſpecially in times of Ignorance 
and Corruption, in which the Credu- 
lity of unthinking people , has made 
an eaſie game to the Craft and Indu- 
ſtry of covetous and aſpiring Prietts. 
Few were then at the pains to examine 
any thing, but took all upon Truſt, 
and became ſo ready of belief, that the 
more incredible a thing ſeemed to be, 
they ſwallowed it down the more wil- 
lingly. 

2. If this way of reaſoning will hold 
good, it was as ſtrong in the mouths 
of the Fews in our Saviours time ; for 
the High Prieft and Sazhedrim might 
have as reaſonably pretended that ſince 
they had conveyed down the Books in 
which the Prophecies of the Meffiah 
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were contained, they hid likewile the 
right to expound thoſe Prophecies. 

A Wuneſs that hands a thing 
down without Additions, 1s very ditfe- 
rent from a Judge that delivers things 
on his own Authority. We freely own 
the Church to be {ſuch a Witnels that 
there is no colour of reaſon to disbelieve 
the Tradition of the Books, but we ſee 
great cauſe to queſtion the credit of her 
deciſions, 

4. In this Tradition of Books we 
have not barely the Tradition of the 
Church for it. We find in all ages 
ſince the Books of the New Teltament 
were written, ſeveral Authors have 
cited many and large paſſages out of 
them : We find they were very quick- 
ly tranſlated into many other Lan- 
guages, and diverſe of thoſe are con- 
veyed down to us. There were alſo 
{o many Copies of theſe Books every 
where, that though one had reſolved 
on ſo Sacrilegious an attempt as the 
corrupting them had been, he could 
not have ſucceeded in it to any great 
degree. Some additions might have 
been made in ſome Copies, and ſo from 
thaſe they might haye been derived to 


. . Others, but theſe could not have 


ben gonſfiderable , otherwiſe they 
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had been diſcovered and complained of, 
and when we find the Church engaged 
in conteſts with Hereticks and Schil- 
maticks, we ſee both ſides appealed to 
the Scriptures, and neither of them re- 
proached the other for violating that 
Sacred Truſt. And the noiſe we find of 
the ſmall change of a Letter in the 4-14» 
Controverlie, ſhews us how exact they 
were in preſerving theſe Records: As 
for the Errours of Tranſcribers that is 
incident to the Nature of Man, and 
though ſome Errours have crept into 
ſome Copies, yet all theſe put roge- 
ther do not alter any one point of our 
_— ſo that they are not of great 
conſequence. Thus it appears how 
much reaſon we have to receive the 
Scriptures upon the credit of fuch a 
Tradition. But for Oral Tradition, it 
is viſible how it might have been ſo 
managed as quickly to change the 
Natural 
Religion was ſoon corrupted when it 
paſſed down in this Conveyance, even 
during the long lives of the Ancient 
Patriarchs, who had thereby an ad- 
vantage to keep this pure, that af- 


| ter ages, in which the life of Man is 


We 


ſo ſhortned, cannot pretend to. 
allo 


IOI 
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alſo ſee to what 4 degree the Jew:ſh 
Tradition became corrupted in our 
Saviours time, particularly in one 
point, which may be called the moſt 
eſſential part of rheir Religion, to 
wit, concerning their Meſſizs , what 
the nature of his Perſon and King- 
dome were to be. So that they all 
expected a Great Conquerour, a ſe 
cond Moſes, or a David; ſo ineffe- 
tual a mean is Oral Tradition , forf 
conveying down any DoQtrine pure 
or uncorrupted. 


The 


The 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


The Ninth Method 


[ to tell them the Church in which 
they were before they made the Se- 
paration,* was the true Church, becauſe it 
mas the only Church ; ſo that they could 
not Reform the Dodtrine without ma- 
kings another Church : For then ſhe muſt 
have fallen into Errour, and by conſe- 
quence the Gates of Hell muſt have 
prevailed againſt her, which is diredly 
contrary to the Promiſe of Feſus Chriſt 
that cannot fail, * The Gates of Hell 
{hall not prevail. againlt her 
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Remarks. 


"9 A Church may be a True Church, 

and yet be corrupted by many 
Errours, fora ! rue Church is a Society 
of men, among whom are the certain 
means of Salvation, and ſuch was the 
Fewiſh Church in our Saviours time: 
For their Sacrifices had till an Expia- 
tory Vertue, and the Covenant made 
with that people ſtood ſtill, and yet 
they were over-run with many Errours, 
chiefly in their notions of the Mei. 


And thus as long as the Church of Rome | 
acknowledges the Expiation, made by | 
the Death of Chriſt, and applied to} 
all that truly believe and amend ther 


lives, ſo long ſhe is a True Church. 


So that thoſe of that Communion whoſ 
adheretruly to that which is the great 
fundamental of the Chriſtian Relig: | 


on may be ſaved : But when ſo many 
things were added to this, that it was 
very hard to preſerve this fundamental 


truth pure and entire, then it was ne-| 


ceſſary for thoſe who were better en- 


lIightned , to call on others to corre. 


the abuſes that had crept in. 
2, It is hard to build a great ſuper- 


ſtructure on a figurative — | 


q 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


of which it 1s not eaſie to find out the 
true and full ſenſe: And in this that is 
cited there are but three terms , and 
about every one of them great and 


{ juſt grounds of doubting do appear. 


I.- It is not certain what is meant by 
the Gates of Hell, which is an odd 
figure for an aſlailane : If by Gates 
we mean Councils, becauſe the Magpi- 
ſtrates and Courts among the Jews late 
in the Gates, then the meaning will be, 
that the Craft of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt the Church, that is, ſhall 
not root out Chriſtianity : or if by 


| Gates of Hell, or the Grave, according 
' to a common Gyeek Phraſe, Death 
| be to be underſtood; it being the 
| Gate through which we paſs to the 


Grave, then the meaning is this, that 


the Church ſhall never die or be.ex- 
- tinguiſhed. . Nor is there leſs difficulty 


to be made abour the ſignifcation of the 


word Church :. Whether it is to be meant 
 Ingeneral of the body-of Chriſtians, or of 


the Paſtors of the Church, and of the ma- 


-F jority. of them. The Context ſeems 


to carry it, for the Body of Chriſtians , 


| andthen the meaning will be only this, 
| Thar-there ſhall ſtill be a Body of Chri- 
| ftitans in the World, And' it: cannot 
' be proved that any thing elle is to be 


unders 
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underftood by the word Church 1n that 
place. A third difficulty may be alfo 
raiſed upon the extent of the word Pre- 
vail, whether a total overthrow , or 
any ſingle advantage is to be under- 
ſtood by it; or whether this prevailing 
is to be reſtrained only to the funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, or is to be ex- 
tended to all ſorts of truth ; or whe- 
ther it is. to be underſtood of corrupting 
the DoGtrine , or of vitiating the Mo- 
rals of Chriſtians? Thus it is apparent 
how many difficulties may be Rtarted 
concerning the — of thoſe words. 
So that at -beſt the ſen 


mine any thing in matters of great mo- 


ment upon the authority of ſuch a figu. | 


rative expreſſion. 


3. Though the Rowaz. Church had 


| ſe of them is | 
doubtful, and therefore it will be a | 
ſtrange and raſh adventure to deter- } 


> WB RR] WB &* A ,.y 


been corrupted, that will not infer that þ 


the Gares off Hell had preyailed againſt | 
the Church, for that being but the Cen- | 
ter of the Union of ſome of the Weſtern | 
Nations, a corruption in it does not | 


prove that the whole Church was cor- | ;; 


rupted, for there were many other | 


Churches in other parts of the World 
belidesthoſe of that Communion. 


" fide 


Proteſtants, anſwered, 
The Tenth Method 


. S that of the Biſhop of Meaux, lately 

| of Condom , iz his Book emtituled, 
The expoſition of the Do&rine of the 
| | Catholick Church. I» mhich be does z7 
? | every Article diftinguiſh between that which 
i preciſely of Faith, and that which 15 not 
ſo; and ſhews that there is nothing in onr 
| belief that may give diftaſt t9.4 reaſona- 
ble Spirit , wuleſs they will leok ox the 


| we condemn, 4s. our belief, or. impute Er- 


| gether condemn falſe Interpretations , 
| but let us not deftroy the certainty. of 
' theFaith. —The Word Confubſtancial 
' may'be ill underſtood, but letitt be:efta- 
' blſhed ina ſenſein which\it maybe well 
| underftood. --The right ftate of the Faith 
" | may be eſtabliſhed among us, ſo as we 
/ may neither reverſe that which has:been 
r. | Vell eſtabliſhed. noricut off choſe things 


| that have becnill underſtood, 


' rours to ws falſely, or charge us with the 


. | explications of ſome Doctors that are nei- 
a | ther received nor authorized by the Church. 
r. | This method is taken from $. Hilary ins his 
| Buokof Synods. * etusi(ſazs he) alto- 


I07 


5 
: | abuſes of ſome particular perſons which 
d 
$ 


* Damnemus 
in commune 
vitioſam In- 
relligentiam, 
non aufera- 
mus fidet ſe- 
curitatem. 

— Sed Homoe 
ouſjon poreſt 
male intelligf, 
conſtituatur 
qualirer poſſit 
bene intellig}. 
---Poteſt Inter 
nos optimus 


rid | fidei ſtatus condi, ut nec ea quz bene ſunt conſtituta vexentur, -& quz 


: theParis Edition, 1652, 


: Re- 


+ male ſunt InteHleQa refecentur. 71, 11h, de Syn. pag. 394, & 396. of 
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Remarks. | 


COP was ſaid in the Preface, 
x ) with relation to this, which {ſhall 
not be here repeated. It 15s not to be 
denied but in the managemeat of Con- 
troverſies the heat of Diſpute has car. 
ried many too far, and ſome have tu. 


died-to raiſe many Imaginary Contro- | 
verfies, which ſubſiſt only upon ſome 
miſunderſtood terms and expreſſions 
of - the contrary party : And things 
have been on all hands aggravated in| 


many particulars out of meaſure : $0 


that they have deſerved well of thef 


Church that have brought matters a 
near a Reconciliation as may be. ' But 
after all this, it were a ſtrange impoſi 
tion on this and the preceding age to 
perſuade the World that notwithſtand: 


ing all the differences of Religion, anif 


the unhappy effects that have followel 
upon them, that they really were all the 


while of the ſame mind; but were no 


ſohappyas to find it our till that excel 
lent Prelate helpt them to it, by lettins 


them ſee how near the conceſſions «| 
both. ſides are to one another ; ſo tha} 
a little converſation and dexterity itf 
putting the ſofteſt conſftrution that 


; 


mayjf 


Proteſt ms} anſwered. 


may be on the contrary perſuaſion 
might bring them to be of the ſame 
mind. Bur if in order to this, the 
ſenſe of both ſides is ſo far ſtretched, 
that neither party can own it for a 
true account of their ſentiments, then 
this muſt be concluded to be only 
the Ingenious Efſay of a very witty 
mani, who would take advantage of 


"| ſome expreſſions, to perſwade people 
| that they have opinions which really 


they have not. I ſhall not enter into 


| a particular diſquiſition of thoſe things 
| Which have been already ſo fully exa- 


mined, but refer the Reader to the An- 


| Iwers that have been given to that fa- 
| mous Book. 


2. The received and authorized Of- 
fices of the Church of Rowe, aid the 
Language in which they do daily 


'| make their Addreſſes to Heaven is that 


on whi-h the moſt unanſwerable and 
the ſtrongeſt part of our Plea for our 
Separation is founded, and it is not an 


' Ingenuous way of writing to affix ſome 


forced ſenſes to thoſe plain expreſſions, 
becauſe they being ſo groſs as they are, 


all wiſe or learned men are aſhamed 


to deſend them, and yet know not 


: how to pet them to be reformed, or 
| thrownout : Therefore it is that they ſet 
L their 
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their Wits on work to put ſome better 
conſtrution on them. Bur this is a 
clear violence to the plain ſenſe of 
thoſe Offices, extorted by the evidence 
and force of Truth, and gives us this 
advantage, that it is plain thoſe that fo | 
qualifie them, are convinced that their 
Church is in the wrong, and yet for 
other ends, or perhaps from a miſta- 
ken notion of Unity and Peace, they 
think fit cocontinue 1n it. 
3. It is tobe hoped, that thoſe who | 
have cited this paſſage out of S. Har, 
will conſider thoſe other paſſages cited | 
out of him againſt Perſecution, though 
a great Errour made in the Tranſlation 
of this citation , makes me fear that | 
they who rendred it had read him very 
curſorily. 


The 


Proteſtants, anſwered: 


The Elevegth Method 


= drann from thoſe General Arguments 
3 which Divines call the Motrves of 
Credibility : It is that made uſe of by Ter- 
tullian, 22 his Baok of Preſcriptions; and 
by S. Auſtin, * who reckons up the Mo- 
tives that held him in the Catholick 
Church. \- 


Remarks. 


i. & S for the Caſe of ; PAL, F and 
\ S. Auſtin, a great deal was ſaid 


formerly to ſhew the difference between - 


the Age they lived in, and the grounds 
they went on ;, and the preſent ſtate of 
the Weſtern Church. ;-. = 
2. When'it is conſidered that a courſe 
of many Ages, which by the Conteſſi- 
on of all were times of Ignorance and 
Superſtition, has made a great change 
in the World, that the groſs Scandals 


' . and wonderful Tgnorance of thoſe that 


have governed the See of Rowe, that 
the Diſſolution of all the Rules of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Order and Diſcipline botk 
among Clergy and Laity, that the In- 
tereſt the Prieits, particularly the Popes 
and the begging Orders that depended 

| I 2 ON 


If 


F Contr. Epiſt. 
Fund. cap. 45> 
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on them, had to promote thoſe, was fo 
great and undiſputed, that it is notort- 
ous, all the worlt methods of forgeries, 
both of Writings to authorize them, 
and of Miracles and _— to ſup- 
port them, were made uſe of. When, 
I ſay, all theſe things are ſo plain to 
every one that has lookt a little into the 
Hiſtory of former ages, it is no won- 
der if the Church of Rowe is fo much 
changed from what it was formerly, 
That the motives made ule of by Ter- 
rullianand S. Auſtin do not at all belong 
to the preſent ſtate of the Churches of 
that Communion : Buton the contrary, 
inſtead of motives to perſwade one to 
continue in it, there appear upon a ge- 
neral view, 'a great many juſt and well. 
grounded prejudices to diſpoſe a man to 
torſake that Communion. 


The| 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


The Twelfth Method 


S both wery ſhort and very eaſe: It is 
to catch them in this Dilemma, Be- 


| fore Wicklift, Luther aud Calvin ( and 


one may ſay as much of the Waldenſes 
that lived in the Twelfth Century) the 
Church of thoſe of the P R. Religion was 
either made up of a little number of the 
Faithful, or was not at all in being. If it 
was not at all in being, then theirs ts a 
Falſe Church, ſince it is not perpetual, as 
the True Church ought to be, according 
to the promiſe of TJeſus Chrift, * The 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 


her, az4+I am with you even to the 


end of the World. If their Church was 
in being, it mnſt have been according to 
their own principles Corrupted and Impi- 
ous: Becauſe they cannot ſhew that little 
number of the pretended Faithful, who be- 


fore the Reformation did condemn, as they 


now do, * all the Aſſemblies of .the Popijh 


Churches, as over-run with Idolatry and 
Superſtition. They behaved themſelves , 
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* 11t. 31, of 
their Confeſſion 
of Faith. - 


at leaſt as to outward appearance, as others 


did. And thus their Church which was 
compoſed of that ſmall unknown flock, was 
wot Holy, and by conſequence was not the 
True Church, 

2 1 Re- 
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. Remarks. 


1,”F*O the greateſt part of this, an- 
| - {wer fri been-already- given! 
We acknowledge the: Church of Rome 
was a True Church, and: had in it the 
means of Salvation though it was over- 
run with Errours, and Chrilt is truly 
with his Church as long as thoſe means 
of Salvation do remain in it. So was 
the Fewiſh Church a True Church after 
the was in many points corrupted in her 
Dottrine. , | by | 
' 2. In thoſe dark Ages many might 
have kept themſelves tree from the de- 
filements of their Worſhip, though no 
account 1s given of them in ſtory. So 
ſeven thouſand had not bowed their 
knees to Baal in Elijah's time , who 
were not ſo much as known to that | 
Prophet, though it might have been | 
expected that they would all have | 
willingly diſcovered themſelves to him: 
And fince he knew nothing of them , 
it is very probable they concealed 
themſelves with great care from all 
others. 225 _ 
' 3. All good men have not all the de- 
oy of Illumination, for there might 
Pye been great numbers that ſaw the | 
ib ih + ae Mes jet nel 


eg « 


beth A939. ot < 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


corruptions of their Church,but were ſo 
reſtrained by other opinions concerning 
the Unity: of the Church, that they 
—_— it enough to infuſe their notions 
into ſome few Diſciples, in whom they 


confided:and on ſome perhaps that which + 


Eligha ard to Naaman the Syrian, being 
wrong underſtood by anal; why great 1n- 
fluence. Others obſerving that the Apo- 
ſtles continued to worſhip at the Tem- 
ple, and offer Sacrifices, which S. Paul 
and thoſe with him that purified them- 
ſelves muſt have done, ' might have 
trom that inferred that one might com- 
ply in a Worſhip, though they diſliked 
many things 1n it ; which, it I am not 


"much mifinformed, 1s a Maxime that 


governs many in the Rozaa Commu- 


-nion to this day. TI do not excuſe this 


compliance, bur it 15 not fo criminal as 
at firſt view it may appear to be : If it 
is truly founded on a miſtake of the 
mind, and- not on a baleneſs in the 
will, or a rejefting of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, eſpecially in men that had ſo 
faint a twilight as that was which 
they were guided by in thoſe blind 
r1Mmes. 

4. Put to make the worſt of this that 
can be,and ſhould we grantthat through 


fear they had complied againſt their 
ES: Con- 
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pe 
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Conlciences, this only muſt make the 
concluſion terrible to them, if they did 
not repent of it. Put God might have 
ordered the conveyance of truth to be 
handed down by fuch defiled hands, and 
their not being perſonally holy, muſt not 
be urged too far,to prove rhat they could 
not be the. true Church, This will 
come too near the DoQrines of the Do- 
zatiſts, and many of S. Auſtixs ſayings 
which they unreaſonably objeCt to us, 
may be turned upon them. And it 
will very ill become a Church that ac- 
knowledges the Succeſſion of the Biſhop 
of Rome to have been the chiet convey- 
ance of Tradition, which is a much 
greater matter in their principles than 
It is in ours, to urge the Holineſs of 
the Members to be eſſential to the be- 
ing of a Church, when it is acknow- 
ledged what a fort of men the Heads 
of their Church have been for diverſe 
Ages. | 


The 


"EIN a aw. wa tw IL, ha Y _ v4 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


The Thirteenth Method 
SF taken from the nature of Schiſm, 


which oxe ought never to make, what 
reaſons ſoever may be pretend'd for it , 


| for according to the Miniſter: themſelves, 
uo other reaſon can be given for their Sepa- 


ration, but the Errours which they pretend 


| had crept into the Church, But thoſe 


| who were in it as well 2s they were, did 


ſtrongly aſſert, as we do to this day, that 


| theſe were 290 Erronrs at all but Truths. 
' Audit us certain that of opinions which are 
| ſo different, the one muſt be the true Do- 


Arine, and the other muſt be Errour and 


| falſbood ; and by conſequence the one muſt 


be the good grain, and the other muſt be 


' the Tares. Now it does not belong to 


particular perſons by their private autho- 


| rity to pluck up that which they pretend 


to be Tares. There is none but God, 
who ts the true Father of the Family, that 
has this authority, and can communicate 
it to others. It « he who appoints the 
Reapers , that is the Pope and the Bi- 
ſhops, who are repreſented by the Angels, 
to pron the Cockle from the Wheat, 
and to pluck out the one without touching 
the other till the time of Harveſt, that 
#5 ina Council, or by the common conſent 
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Y [ib. de unj- 
tate Feelefre, 
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Epiſt. 162 & 
17. 


Non enim 
novis diſpli- 
cent quia ro- 
ſeranr malos, 
ſed quia into- 
Icrabiliter 
mall ſunt pro- 
pter Schiſina, 
propter Al- 
rare contra 
Altare, pro. 
prer Separati. 
onem ab he. 
reditate Chri. 
{t1 roro orhe 
d:ffuſ, ficur 
fanto ane 
promiſfa eſt, 
Ai. EP, 162, 


'Schiſm, for having erected 
apainſt an Altar, and for having ſeps| 
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of the whole Church, and in that caſe a 
Cormcil is not neceſſary. * Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather them up? But 
he ſaid, Nay; leſt while ye gather up 
the Tares, ye root up alſo the Wheat 
with them, let both grow together un- 
til the Harveſt. Therefore one ought m: 
ver to ſeparate upon what pretence ſoever 
it be, but he muſt bear with that which he 


thinks is-an abuſe and errour, and ſtay till 


the Church plucks up the C ockle. * Thi 
& one of the Viethods of S. Auſtin iz hi 


Treatiſes az1inft the Donatiſts, im whi| 
he ſhews from the Examples of Moſes, 


Aaron, Samuel, David, Iſaiah , Jere 


my, S. Paul, who tolerated even the falf| 
Apoſtles, that we ought mever to feparat| 
from our Brethren, before the ſolemn corp 
demmation of the Church. He ſays pr. 
ſnant to this, that the Donatilts were inF 
made iþ 
an Alta} 


tolerably wicked for —_—_ 


rated themſelves from the Inheritanc 


of Jeſus Chriſt, which1s ftretched ou 
over all the Earth, according to th 
- promiſe that was made toit.. Heads 
that if they thought that was but a ſmi 


matter, they had nothing to do but to fe 


what the Scripture teaches ms by the _ 
of 


gre | 


ples we find in it of the puniſhment 
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par. 


ell 


' it, and would not ſeparate 
' from the Corn of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


great a crime; for ſays he, Thoſe that 
made an Idol of the Golden Calf were 
only puniſhed by the Sword, - whereas 
thoſe who made the Schiſin were {wal- 
lowed up by the Earth : So that by 


this diverſity of the puniſhments, 


One 


may know that Schiſm is: a greater 


crime than Idolatry. 


We may likewiſe fee how upon the ſame 
ſubject he exhorts the Donatiſts to re- 


nounce' their wicked Schiſm in his 


17 


Epiſtle, in which: among other: things he 
| has thoſe excellent words. 


7 . 
es | * Why will 


you tear the Lords garments ?: and why 
will you not with the reſt of the World 
kave that Coat of Charity entire, that 


his Perſecutors themſelves would not 
rend ? And a little after this, You pre- 


' tend that you would avoid that Cockle, 
' that as you alledge, is mixt among us, 
'F and that before the time of Harvett : 
| whereas indeed it 15 you your ſelves 


that are this Cockle, for if you were 
the good grain, you would bear with 


your ſelves 


We need only change the name Dona- 
tiſts zzto Calviniſts : This ts it that ſhews 
to what deoree the Church ever was and 


ever muſt be acknowledged to be Tnfa 


[lible, 


fence), 
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Diverſirate 
poenarum, 
Diverfiras ag- 
noſcitur me- 
ritorum, 16:4. 


* Quare divi- 
ſores veſtt- 
mentorum 
Pomini eſſe 
vu'tis? & runt- 
cam illam 
Charitatis de- 
ſuper textam, 
quain nec 
perſecutores 
ejus divile- 
runr, terere 
CUM toro Or- 
be non vu'tts? 
— Fingi:1s 
vos ante tem- 
pus metlis fir- 
gere Permix- 
t2 Z1Z1nia, 
quia vos efits 
ſola Zizaala : 
Nara ti fru- 
menta <efletis, 
permixta Ti- 
Zania tolera- 
reiis, & aſe- 
gete Chriſlt 
non vos divi- 
derctis. Avg. 
Ef.171-. 
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ſince we muſt ſubmit to its Deciſions ; and 
the Fathers have eſtabliſhed this ſo ſtrong- 
ly that one ought never to ſeparate from 
her, and that one is by ſo much the more 
obliged to continue united to her, becauſe 
ſhe never refuſes to hear the Remon- 
ffrances made to her by her Children. 


Remarks. 


1. FT was obſerved before how un- 

reaſonable it was to build much 
on 8n Allegory, but on this occaſion 
the Allegory 1s ſo clearly forced, that 
it gives juft cauſe of Su _ that the 
cauſe is weak that muſt be ſupported 
by ſuch Arguments. For our Saviour 
makes it ſo plain that the Harveſt is the 
end of the World, that the Reapers are 
Angels, and that upon his laſt _ 
they ſhall gather together the wicked, 
and caft them into Hell, and that the 
Righteous ſhall ſhine in Heaven : That 
the applying this to a General Coun- 
cil, in which Herefie ſhall be con- 
demned, is ſuch a fetch, that it muſt 


confeſſed they have as eafie Conſci- | 


encesas they have warm Fancies, that 
are —_ on by it. 
2. As for that which S. 4»fti» drew 
from this againſt the Donatiſts gotar 
: ifie 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


tified their Separation on the account 
of the fins of thoſe who were in the 
Communion of the Church, it was as 
pertinent as this is ſtrained ; for the 
ground” of the Schiſm being only the 
mixture of the Cockle with the Wheat, 
nothing could be more ſtrongly urged 
againſt them. Bur it is quite out of 
the preſent Controverſie between them 
and us, who do not ſeparate for this 
mixture, bur finding the Wheat it ſelf 
ſo much corrupted , took care to 
cleanſe it. | 
3. We freely acknowledge the great 
fin of Schiſm, and the fevere gon 
ment due to it, but for all the ſeverity 
of the punifhment inflicted on Corah 
and his Partners, we do not doubt but 
when the Temple was ſo defiled by 
Idolatry, under the Kings that polluted 
the Altar and the Courts of the Lords 
Houſe with Idols, it was not only no 
ſin, but a commendable piece of Re- 
ligion in ſuch caſes to have withdrawa 
from ſo impious a Worſhip. This is 
our preſent caſe, and if what we objeQ 


to their Worſhip is true, then our Se- 


paration from it is as neceſſary a Duty as 


5 the preſerving of ourlives from Poy- 


{ons or InfeRious Dilcaſes. 


4. The 
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4. The true ſcope of. that Parable 
feerns to be a reproof to the Violence 
of ſuch Church-menas are too apt to 
condemn and pluck up everything 
that they think tobe Cockle ; and when 
the declaring what 1s Cockle is lodged 
with them, they will be ſure to count 
every thing ſuch that does not 'pleak 
them. And then that ſame heat that 
makes them judge thoſe opinions to be 
Cockle ſets them on to root them out 
with ſuch violence, that much good 
Wheat 1s in danger to be pluckt up, 
Theretore to repreſs this, our Saviour 
commands them under that figure, to 
let both grow till the end of the World, 
that is, not to proceed to extremities 
and to rigorous Methods, but to leave 


that to God who will judge all at the} 


laſt day. If this were well conſidered, 
it would put an effectual ſtop to that 
Spirit of Perſecution which ferments 
violently in that Church : The lan 
guage of which is always this, Let « 
20 and pluck up the T ares, or that of the 
two Diſciples who would have called 


for Fire from Heaven ; and becauſt} 


Heaven will not anfwer ſuch bloody 
demands, they try to raiſe ſuch Fires 
on Earth as may burn up thoſe whom 
they call the Tares: Not _— 

WH 


| 


| 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


what the true Spirit of Chriſtianity is, 
and that the Son of Man came not to de- 
ſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them : And 
forget that our Saviour commanded 
them 70 let the T ares grow till the Har- 
veſt. But this is one of the muſchiets 
that follows the humour of expounding 
the Scriptures fancifully. That rhe 
plain meaning of clear Texts is neg- 
lefted, while forced and Allegoricalex- 
politions are purſued. 

5. Whenit is clearly proved that the 
majority ot the Paſtors of the Church 
is Infallible, then we ſhall acknowledge 
that all Separation from them is ſimply 
unlawful : But till that is done we can 
no more think it a ſin, when in obedi- 
ence to the Rules of the Goſpel we 
withdraw from ſuch falſe Teachers as 


| corrupt it ; Then it were for Common 


SubjeQts to refuſe to obey the Subordi- 
nate Magiſtrates when they clearly per- 
ceive that they have revolted from 
their duty to their Supream Authority. 
And ſince we are warned to beware of 
falſe Teachers, we know no other way 


| to judge of them, but the comparing 


their DoQtrine with that which is de- 
livered to us 1n Scripture. 


The 
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* $} autem 
runc non Crat 
Ecclefia, quia 
Sacrilegi He- 
xetici line 
bapciſmo re- 
cipiebantur, 
& h#c un1- 
verſali con- 
ſucrudine te- 
nebatur,unde 
Donatus ap- 
paruic ? 


+ De qua ter- 
ra germina- 
vic? De quo 
mari emer- 
fir? De quo 
coelo cecidir? 
Lzv.5. de Bapt. 
Cap. 2» 


* Ipfi confi- 
derent ubl 
fiar qui neque 
unde propa- 
gati fint, poſ- 
funt dicere; 
Se4-nos-1n 
Ecclefiz 
communione 
ſecuri ſumuz:, 
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The Fourteenth Method 


| be for the Confirmation of . the former 
In order to which we mnſt ask the Cal- 
viniſts 7poz all their Articles, that which 
* S. Auſtin asked of the Donatiſts, when 
the Church reconciled to her ſelf Here: 
ticks that were penitent without re-bapti: 
zing them: For Example, Whether was 
the Church ſtill a True Church or wt, 
when before the Schiſm was qpade, .Feſus 
Chriſt was adored in the Holy Euchariſt ? 
IF (he was the true Church, then none 
ought to have ſeparated from her for any 
prattice that was authorized by her. 
+ If ſhe was not the true Church, from 
whence came Ca/viz, out of what foil 
did he grow, or out of what Sea was 
he caſt, or from which of the Heavens 
did he fall? From whence are theſe Re- 
formers come ? From whom have they re- 
ceived their Dottrine, and the authority 
to Preach it ? *Let thoſe who follow 
them conſider well where they are, 
ſince they can mount no higher than to 
thoſe for their Original. For us we 
are ſecure in the Communion of that 
Church, in which that is to this day 


per cujus univerſicarem {d nunc agitur, quod & ante Agripinum,& inter 
Agripinum & Cyprianum ,per cjus univerficatemimiliter agebatur. 1634. 


unt 


_— —_—_— —_—_— i WW. 


rer 
3d. 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


univerſally practiſed that was alſo pra- 
Qtiled betore 4oripinwss time,and allo in 
the interval between Cyprian and 4er:- 
pinus : And afterwards be ſubjoyns theſe 
excellent words that are Deciſive , * But 
neither did A4oripinus, nor Cyprian, nor 
thoſe chat have followed them, though 
they lad opinions different from others, 
ſeparate themſelves from them, but re- 
mained in the Communion and Unity 
of the ſime Church with thoſe from 
whom they differed. That #s to ſay, 
they waited till the Church ſhould have de- 
cided the difference; and after he had re- 
ſumed a little of what he had formerly ſaid, 


he concludes thus, +If then the Church 


as loſt for holding that the Baptiſm 
of Hereticks was goad, they cannot 
ſhew the Original of their Communi- 
on. Bur if the true Church did till 
ſubſiſt, they cannot juftifie their Sepa- 
ration, nor the Schiſm that they have 
made. Ore may ſay all this againſt the 
Waldenſes, the Lutherans, the Calvi- 
niſts, amd the other Hereticks who cannot 
mount higher than to Waldo, to Luther, 
to Calvin, or their other Heads. This 
Method of S. Auſtin's is moſt excce/lowt. 


125 


* Et cujus U- 
niverfitatem 
nequeAgript- 
nus deſeruir, 
neque Cypri- 
anus, neque 
Il qui 11s 
conſenſerunt, 
quamv1s ali- 
tcr quam CP- 
teri ſaperent, 
ſed cumiis | 
ipſis a quibus 
diverſa ſenſ(e- 
runt, 1n ea- 
dem uniratis 
Communione 
manſecrunt. 
Ibid. | 
f Quapropter 
fi remport9 15 
Cyprian! 
perdidir Ec- 
cleſia Malo- 
rum Com- 
muntzonem, 
non hahent 
!t! ſux come 
muntonis orts 
ginem. Sl 
autem non 
perd1dir, non 
habont proe- 


cifionis ſux aliquam —_— Iii. lih. 3. contra Donatiftas 


at Batting, 
oy « 
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But if our Brethren, the pretended 
Reformed , will defend themſelves by 
ſaving, as in effect they do ſay in ſom: 
of their Books, [hat it was pot thy who 
made the Separation, but rather that it 
came from 1s, and that wehave cut them 
off from onr Communion. To this it muſt be 
anſwered, That there are two ſorts of 
Separation , the one ts Criminal, the 
other is Fuaicial. In the firſt, one ſepa- 
rates himfelf from his Paſtor by a mani- 
feſt Diſobedience ; in the ſecond, the 
Paſtor ſeparates him from the Flock 
who is making a party, and refuſes to 
ſubmit to the Orders of the Church. The- 
one is a Sin, and the other is the Pt- 
niſhment. The one is a voluntary de- 
parture, the other is the being cut off by a 
S-ntence, even as the Fudge pronounces 
a Sentence of Condemnation againſt one 
that has killed himfelf. 

The proof of thoſe two different Se- 
paratiops is to be found in the Thirty 
erghth Letter of S. Cyprians, where he 
ſpeaks of one Augendus , who had gone 
over to the. party of Feliciſſimus zhe 
Deacon, and it appears that that great 
Sint had ſuſpended and excommunice- 
td him for having withdrawn himſelf 
from his Obearence, and for havins en- 
gaged others in the ſame Separation. 

* Let 


wi Sw ww -"_— FJ PREY 


Proteſtants, anſwered: 


* Let every one, ſays he, that has fol- 
followed his Opinions and Faction , 
know that he {ſhall communicate no 
more with us in the Church, ſince of 
his own accord he has choſen to be 
ſeparated from the Church. 1» his 
Seventy (ixth Epiſtle he ſays the ſame 
things of Novatian, and thoſe who had 
joyned with him in his Revolt ; Becauſe 
they leaving the Church by their Re- 
bellion, and breaking the Peace and 
Unity of Jeſus Chriſt, have endeavour- 
ed to eſtabliſh cheir authority, and ro 
aſſume a Supreme Jurisdiction to them- 
ſelves, and to uſurp power to Baptize, 
and to offer Sacrifice. 


WE 
I 27 
* Interim 
cum Felic.t- 
mus co'nmi- 
natus fit non 
communica- 
turos In mor- 
re ſecum 
qui nobis ob. 
temperaſſenr, 
id eft, qui no- 
bis commu- 
nicirint, acct. 
piat Sententi- 
am quam pri- 
or dixit, ur 


% 
4 


_ abſtentum ſe 


nobis ſciat 
Var ſe in- 
plration1 & 
faciont ejus 
ſe adjunxerir, 
Sciat ſe in Ec- 
cleſia nobi(- 


cum non eſſe communicaturum,qui ſponte maluit ab Eccleſia ſeparari. 
Cypr. Ep. 38.Quod nunc hi Ecclctiam fcindenres, & contra yuow que 
unitarem Chriſti Rebelles, Cathedram fib1 — k P —_— 
aſſumere, & baptizandi atque offcrend! licentiam yindicare Y 


1m F1.76, 


This Diſtinition is alſo clearly ſtated 


in the fourth Attion of the Connil of 
Chalcedon, where thoſe tmo Ancient Ca- 
nons of the Council of Antioch that Were 
drawn out of Canons of the Apoſtles, were 
cited. The firſt is concerning thoſe that 
were ſeparated, the other is concerning 
thoſe who of their own: accora ard ſeparate 
themſelves; The Greek 7s ma * faurte 
pref brray, 
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* Foxcil. Chat. * It was thonght proper for this purpoſe to 
"ap cons) tranſcribe here thoſe two Canons, which are 
<p \ ho. the fundamental Laws of the prattice of the 
« 5 depoſirns, Church, with regard to Hereticks and Schiſ- 
Meet, ozaticks whom ſhe throws out of her boſome, 
»y Placonus, j 
ur onnino 47d who have ſeparated themſelves from her, 
Gu! ſt ſub re-, | 
p114, I proprio Epiſcopo, auſus fuerit amplius aliquid Sacri Miniſteri 
guere, five Epiſcopus juxraSuperiorum conſuetudinem, five Presby- 
ecr, five Dtaconus, poſtea non liceat ez, ne inaltera quiden1 Synodo, 
ſpem reſtirurionts nec farisfa&tionis locum habere : Sed & onmnes qui 
£1 comin; unicent, cjictantur ex Eccleſia, & maxime i1 poſtqaam cogno- 
verint tententiam 3n przdifQtos laram, 1is communicare aufi fuerint. | 
Can. 24. De iis qui (etpſos ſeparant, 11 quis Presbyrer aut Diaconus con- 
tempro provrio Epiſcopo, ſeab Eccletia ſegregaverir, aut ſeorfim con- 
gregationem habuerir, & altare conftituerit, fi commonent1 Epiſcopo 
non acquieverit, nec conſentire vel obedire voluerir, ſemel & 1teruim, 
ac term vocanti, is omnino Deponatur, nec ultra remedium conſe- 
qui, nec proprium honorem recipere Poſſit : Quod fi perſeveraverit 
rumuitnari & Eccletiamn perturbare, per poreftatem externam tanquam 
ſeditioſus. corrigatur. Theſe two Canins were read and reported in the 
Fointi 4(:im4 of the Council of Chalcedon, z#n the Proceſs of thoſe two 
Moni-« Caroze a»4 Dorothee, that had made a Schiſm, and having joyued 
#hem{elic; ts Eutyches, did ſeparate from the Church, as Luther and Cal- 
vin, an thoſe who have ſollowed them, have ſeparated themſelves in thi(e 
Latitf &gese 


Theſe Canons are the Fourth and Fifth 
of the Council of Antioch, and the Twenty 
ſeventh and Thirtieth of the Apoſto- 
lick Canons, and the pretended Reform: 
cd cannot reject their Authority, ſince 
they obſerve armong themſelves the ſame 
Diſcipline , when any particular perſons, 
whether Miniſters, or others of their Com- 
munion, will not ſubmit to the Deciſions of 
their Syncds, 

Re- 


Proteſtants, anſwered, 


Remarks. 


— Or the firſt branch of this Me- 

thod the Reformed. are not at 
all concerned in it, for they do not 
deny the Church of Rowe to be itill a 
True Church; and that her Baptiſm and 
Ordinations are valid, and that they are 


I. } 
4 
4 


not tobe repeated, and therefore thoug]! 


it was very pertinent to = the Doxa- 
tifts as S. Auſtin did, who held that the 
Sacraments inanill mans hands had no 
vertue at all, and that the Church had 
every where failed, ſo that there was 
no Churcly but that which was amons 
them. Yet all this is foreign to the 
{tate of the Controverſic between us 
and the Church of Roxzr, and we do 
freely acknowledge that in {uch a mar- 
ter as the Re-baptizing Hereticks, it 
had been a very great fin to have bro- 
ken Communion with the reſt of the 
Church. 

2. Yet upon this very head ÞP. S:-- 
phen did excommunicate S. Cypr/3# , 


who yet for all that did not depart 


from his former opinion or practice : 
So here was ſuch a Schifm as they ob- 
jet to us, S. Cypriaz thought the Re- 
baptizing KRereticks was well ground- 
K 3 cd 
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ed ; Stephen thought otherwile, and 
did excommunicate him. If upon that 
a laſting Schiſm had followed in the 
Charch, S. Cypriaz might have been 
held the fountain of it by thoſe who 
condemned his opinion, but if his opt- 
nion was true he could be no Schiſma- 
tick: So we deſire the grounds of our 
Separation may be examined : if they 
will not bear ſuch a Superſtructure , 
we confeſs we deſerve the levercſt cen- 
ſures poſſible ; but if they are folid, 
then the guilt of the rent that is in the 
Church, muſt lic ſomewhere elſe than 
ON Us. 22 

}. We do not deny but there are 
two ſorts of Separation which are here 
very well diſtinguiſhed ; and without 
izcking for any proof in fo clear a mat- 
ter, We conteſs tiat when any ſepa- 
rates himſelf from the Church, upon 
any unjuitifiable account , thoſe Ca- 
nons, and inc Iigheſt ſeverities of 
Church-ccniures ought to be applied 
tothem : but all this1s upon ſuppoſition 
that the departure is ill grounded, and 
therefore all thoſe Rules that haye been 
i2:d Covn in general againſt Hereſfie and 
Schilio muſt {till ſuppoſe the Church to 
£2 pure and uncorrupted, 


% 


4. It 


Proteſtants, anſwered. 


4. Ir is plain by theſe very Canons, 
how much that power of the Church 
may be and was abuſed. The Council of 
Antioch, being compoſed of the favour- 
ers Of Arius, depoſed Athawaſins, and 
relolved to ſilence him, and ſuch other 
Church-men as receiv'd the Vicexe 
Doctrine, in ſuch a manner that they 
ſhouid be no more able to withſtand 
their deſigns: And theretore they made 
thole ' Canons according to former cu- 
itomes, which in the {tile of that Age 
was called the Canon or Rule (for 
none that has conlidered things, will 
believe that the Canons that are called 
Apoſtolical, were made by the Apo- 
ſties) and their chief delign was level. 
led agaialt 4:haz4ſins and the Orthodox 


party. But at that ſame time as the. 


Orthodox in the Eaſt did nor ſubmit 
to this. fo neicher did rhe Biſhops ! 
the Weft take any notice of 1t; an 
Chryfoſlome, who was bred up at 4457- 
ch, and fo cold not bur know in wir 
citeem thoſe Canons were heid, aid not 
look on himſelf as bound by chem, ar | 
made no account of them when thy 
were objefted to him. Thus, thougit 1 1 
general theſc are goo! Rules, and ſuch 23 
ought to bs obeved where rhe Synod or 
the Biſhop do not able their power, 
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yet when the power of the Church is 
uſed not to Ead:rfication but to Deſtrutti- 
on, then the obligation to obedience 1s 
not to be too far extended. And as in 
Laws that oblige Subjects to obey In- 
jeriour Magiſtrates, a tacite exception 
is tobe ſuppoſed, in cafe they ſhould be- 
come guilty of Treaſon, fo there mult be 
ſuppoled likewiſe in this caſe the like ex- 
ception, in caſe a Synod depoſes a Bi- 
ſhop, or a Biſhop cenſures his Clergy, 
for aſſerting the true Faith. And as a 
Separation Hom an uncorrupted Church 
is a very great wickedneſs, ſo the {c- 
parating from a corrupted Church, in 
whoſe Communion we cannot contt- 
nue without being poliuted in it, 1s but 
a part of that care which we ought to 
have of our own Salvation. | 


The 


Proteſtants, anſwered, 


The Fifteenth Method. 


O all the former Methoas a Fif- 
teenth may be added, by letting our 
P. Reformed ſee that many Articles are 
to be found in their Confeſſion of Faith , 
in their Catechiſms, in the Articles of 
their Diſcipline, in the Deciſions of their 
Synods, and in the Books of their Chief 
Miniſters who have writ upon the Contro- 
verſies; from which, Arouments inay be 
drawn againſt them to prove the truth 
of our belief, even by their own Confe(- 
fon; For Example, Their Diſcipline at- 
bs the Communion in oue kind only, to 
ſuch as cannot drink Wine: From which 
one may infer that the Communion under 
both kinds i not an Article of weceſſity , 
and that they are in the w0ag, to alledge 
that as they do, to be a lawful ground for 
their Separation. | 
1 he Miniſter Dailee, and many others 
confeſs, that in the time of $, Gregory 
Nazianzene, S. Chryſoſtome az S. jc- 
rome, the Invocation of Saints was re- 
ceived in the Church : John Forbes a4; 
tothis, That the Tradition of the Church 
ms uniform concernins Prayer for the 
Dead : Ana ſince he denies that the Books 
of the Maccabees :re Canonical, he ſays 
| the 
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the Scripture ſpeaks nothing of it. But 
without engazing into the avjficalty con- 
cerning the Books of the Maccabees, in 
which th:y have no wore reaſon on ther 
frde, than in the reſt; It is eaſt? to con 
clude from their own principles , that it 
was no ways tobe allowed to ſeparate them- 
fetves for matters, that according to th:m- 
ſelves, were eſtabliſhed by ſo great an au- 
thority, and fo conſtant an union of all 
Azes. 


Rem :rhs, 


1. FT is not an equal way of proceed. 

ing, to object to the Proteſtant; 
what ſome particular Writers have 
{11d, or to ſtrain Inferences too far, 
at a time when the Celebrated Book 
of the Biſhop-of Meaux is in ſuch 
high eſteem. The. chief deſign 
which 1s to ſet afide all the Indiſcre 
tions of particular Writers, and to put 
the beſt colours on things that 1s poſſi 
Þle. Now Tradition being of ſuch au 


thority among them, whatſoever paſſ 
down thro:1gh many of their approvel 
Writers, has a much greater ſtrengti 
againſt them,than it can be pretendedt) 
have againſt us: And therefore thoug! 
particular Writers or whole Syodk 
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ſhould have written or decreed any 
thing againſt the common Dofrines of 
the Reformed, they ought not to objeCt 
that to us: If they will allow us the 
lame Liberties that they aſſume to them- 
ſelves. 

2. It 1s not a conſequence becoming 
ſo great an Aſſembly to infer, that be- 
cauſe in ſome few extraordinary caſes 
the general rule of Gods defiring Mer- 
cy and not Sacrifice 1s carried fo tar, as 
to give weak perſons fo much of the 
Sacraiment as they can receive, and not 
todeny that to them becauſe a natural 
averſion mkes them incapable of re- 
ceiving the Wine: That therefore a 
Church may, in oppoſition to Chrifts 
expreſs command, Drink you all of 
it, and the conſtant prattice.of Thir- 
teen Centuries take this away. Ir is 
not of neceſſity for Salvation that eve- 
ry one drinks the Cup, but it 1s of ne- 
ceſſity to the purity of a Church that 
ſhe ſhould obſerve our Saviour's Pre- 
cepts. 

' 3. Tt 1s confeſſed that ſome Fathers 
uſed the Invocation of Saints; yet that 
being but a raatter of fact, it 15 of no 
conſequence for the Deciſion of any 
point of Doctrine : For we found our 
DoQtrine only on the Word of God, 


and 
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and rot on the praGices of Men, how 
eminent ſoever they might otherwile be, 
But in relation to theſe Fathers, thee 
things are to be obſerved, 1. They lived in 
the end of the Fourth Century : So this is 
no competent proof for an Oral Traditi- 
on, or conveyance of this Doctrine down 


from the Apoſtles days. 2. Figures and, 


bold Diſcourſes in Panegyricks are ra- 
ther to be conſidered as raptures and 
flights of warm attections, than as 
compoled and ſerious devotions. There 
fore ſuch Addreſſes as occur in their 
Funeral Orations, are rather high 
ſtrains of a daring Rhetorick, than In 
{trii&tions for others, ſince in their ex 
poſitions on Scripture, or other Trez- 
tiſes of Devotion, they do not hand{ 
theſe things by way of DireCtion or 

Advice. | 
Yoha Forbes 1s miſ-cited for William 
Forbes, Biſhop of Edenburgh : Fohn was 
not of ſuch yielding Principles. Tt i 
true, W:{iam though he was a man 
Eminently Learned, and of a moſ 
Exemplary Lite, yet he was poſleſſe 
with that ſame weakneſs, under which 
Grotizs, and ſome other great men 
have laboured, of thinking that a Re 
conciliation with the Church of Row 
might be obtained by an accommods 
tion 


.|And we may obje 
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tion on both ſides; and this flowing in 
him from an excellent temper of Soul, 
he is to be excuſed if that carried him 
in many things too far: But he is a 
Writer that has been taxed by all men, 
355 on2 that had JOE Notions. 

Eraſmus to thoſe 
of the Church of Rowe, as well as 
they may argue againſt us from'Biſhop 
Forbes. 

5. It the Church of Rome uſed on- 
ly a General Commemoration of the 
Dead, with wiſhes for the compleat- 
ing their happineſs by a ſpeedy reſur- 
rection, and wentno further, we might 
perhaps differ in opinioa with them a- 
bout the fitneſs of this, but we would not 
break Communion with them for 1. 
But when they have ſet up ſuch a Mer- 
chandize in the Houſe of God, for Re- 
deeming Souls out of Purgatory ,and ſay- 
ing Maſles for them ; this 15 that we ex- 
cept to, as a difgracing of the Chriitian 
Religion, and as a high profanation of 
the Holy Sacrament. And it is plain 
that the Fathers conſidered the Com- 
memoration of the Dead rather as a 
reſpect done to their Memory,and an ho- 
nourable remembrance of tnem,than as a 
thing that was any way uſeful torhemin 
the other ſtate ; which may appear by 
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this ſingle Inſtance: S. Cypriaz was fo 
much ottended at a Presbyter, when it 
appeared after his death that he had 
left another Presbyter Guardian of his 
Children ; that he gave order that no 
mention ſhould be made of him 1n the 
Commemoration of the Dead that was 
uſed in the Holy Euchariſt ; becaule, 
by the Rowmax Law, ſuch as were left 
Guardians were under {ome obligations 
to undertake the trult : And that Saint 
thought {uch a truſt might prove lo 
great a diſtraction to a man that was 
dedicated to the Holy Miniſtry, that 
no Honour ought to be done to the 
Memory of him that had fo left 1t by 
his Will. Certainly if that Comme- 
moration was believed to be of any 
advantage to the Dead, this had been 
an unreaſonable piece of Cruelty in 
him to deny a Presbyter that com- 
fort for ſo {mall a fault: And there- 
fore we may well infer from hence, 
that by this Remembrance, and the 
Thankſgivings they offered to God for 
ſuch as had died in the Faith , they 
intended only ſo far to celebrate their 
Memories as to encourage others to 
imitate thoſe Patterns they had {et 
them. 


6. 1 
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6. I ſhall not engage in any Dil- 
pute concerning the Canonicalneſs of 
the Books of the Maccabees, only as 
this general prejudice lies againſt all 
the Books = Apocryphal, that the 
Council at Laodicea, which was the 
arſt that reckoned up the ("3non of 
the Scripture, does not name them : 
So as to the Book of the Maccabees , 
it is hard to imagine that one who 


 profeſſes that he was but an A- 


bridger of Faſon's Five Books, and 
| caw us a large account of the dit- 
erence between a Copious Hiſtory 
and an Abridgement , could be an In- 
ipired Writer. 


The 
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The Sixteenth Method. 


WO Corclude, one may ſolidly confute 

] our Innovators by the Contradidti- 
on that is in their Articles of Faith, 
ſhewing em the Changes that they have 
made in the Ausburg Confeſſion, as alſo in 
all the different Expoſitions of their Faith 
which they have recerved and anthoriz 
ſince that time; which ſhews that their 
Faith beins uncertain * and waverings, 
cannot have the Charatter of Divine Re: 
velation, which #5 certain and conftant, 
There is nothing bur the Faith that ad- 
mits of no Reformation. 

Tertullian made ſe of this Aronment 
in many of his Books, and Hilary hazales 
tt excellently well againſt the Emperom 
Conſtantius, upoz the occaſion of the neu 
Symbols, which the Arians publiſhed ewc- 
ry day, chanzing their Faith continuath, 
white the Catholics Church continued firm ti 
that of Nice. 

One may likewiſe uſe another Method, 
which is to make it appear that there is 
Conformity between the Roman and Greek 
Churches, in the chief Articles of Faith, 
that are in diſpute betweemw us and the 
P. Reformed, and that in theſe the Roman 
Church does likewiſe agree with thoſe Sr- 

cretes 
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citties which ſeparated themſelves from 
the Church, for Errours which the P. Re- 
formed condemn with her, ſuch as the Ne- 
ſtorians ad Eutychians, 

To theſe Methods it will be neceſſary to 
and particular Conferences, ſolid Writings, 
Sermons ana Miſſions, and to uſe all theſe 
means with a Spirit of Charity, without bit- 
terneſs,and above all, without injuries. Re- 
membring that excellent ſaying of” S. Au- 
ftin's, * Ido not endeavour to reproach 
thoſe againſt whom I diſpute, that I may 
ſtem to have the better of them, but 
that I may become ſounder by convin- 
cing them of their Errour. Ard following 
the Canon of the Council of Aﬀrick, that ap- 
pointed that though the Donatiſts were cut 
off from the Church of God by their Schiſm, 
yet they ſhould be gently dealt with, that fo 
correcting them with meekneſs, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, God may give them the grace 
of Repentance to know the truth, and to 
retire themſelves out of the ſnare of the 
Devil in which they are taken Captives. 
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Remarks. 


1. FF we did pretend that the firſt Re- 

] formers, or thoſe who drew the 
Awsburs confeſſion were inſpired of God, 
in compiling what they writ there were 
fome force in this Diſcourſe : But {ince 
we build upon this principle, that the 
Scripture is the only ground on which 
we found our Faith, then it any per- 
fon, how much foever we may honour 
his memory on all other accounts, has 
miſunderſtood that, we do not depart 
from our principle when we forſake 
him, and follow that which appears 
to be plainly delivered in the Scri- 
ptures. 

2. We freely acknowledge that the 
Faith admits of wo Reformation , and 
that we can make neither more nor 
teſs of it than we find in the Scri- 
ptures ; but it any Church has brought 
in many Errours, we do not think it 
a Reforming the Faith, to throw theſe 
out. * The Faith is till the ſame thar it 
was when the Apoſtles firſt delivered 
it to the Church; nor was it the Faith, 
but the Church that was pretended to 
be Reformed: And ifafter a long night 
ot Darkneſs and Corruption, thole 

that 
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that began to ſee better, did not at 
firſt diſcover every thing , or if ſome 
of the prejudices of their Education , 


and their former opinions did ſtill hang 


about them; ſo that others who came 


after them ſaw further and more clear-- 


ly: This only proves that they were 
ſubject to the Infirmities of the Hu- 
mane Nature, and that they were not 
immediately inſpired of God, which 
was never pretended. | 
3. Great difference 1s to be made 
between Articles of Faith and Theo- 
logical Truths. The former conſiſts of 
thoſe things that are the Ingredients of 
our Bpriſmal Vows , and are indeed 
parts of the New Covenant, which 
may be reduced to the Creed and the 
Ten Commandments. The other are 
opinions relating totheſe, which though 
they are founded on Scripture, yet have 
not that Influence either on our Hearts 
or Lives, that they make us either 
much better or much worſe. Among 
theſe we reckon the Explanation of the 
Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, 


and the Influence of the Divine Grace 


upon our Wills. If ſome of the Con- 
feſſions of Faith among the Proteltants 
differ much in theſe matters , that 1s 


not concerning Articles of Faith , but 
L 2  Theo- 
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Theological Truths : In which great 
allowances are to be made for difterence 
of opinion. And as particular Churches 
ought not to proceed too haſtily to de- 
cifions in matters thar are juſtly diſputa- 
ble, ſo the rigorous impoling of thoſe 
levere definitions on the Conlciences 
of others by Oaths and Subſcriptions, 
and more particularly all rigour in the 
proſecution of thoſe that ditter in opi- 
nion, is both diſagreeing to the m1ld- 
neſs of the Chriltian Religion, and to 
the Character of Church-men ; and in 
particular, to the principles upon which 
the Reformation was founded. 

4. As'for the Greek Churches, to- 
octher with the other Societies in the 
Eaſt, we do not:deny that many of 
thoſe corruptions for -which we con- 
demn the Church of Roxze, are among 
them, which only proves that the be- 
ginning of thele 1s elder than the Ninth 
or Tenth Century : In which thoſe 
Churches began to divide, ſuch ts the 
worſhipping of Iniages, the praying 
to Saints, and ſome other abules. 

5. To this it mult be added, that 
for diverſe Ages the oppreſſion under 
which thoſe Churches have fallen, and 
the great Ignorance that has overſpread 


them, have becn ſuch, that no wonder 
| if 
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if thoſe Greeks that have been bred upin 
the States of the Roman Communion , 
and ſo were leavened with their opi- 
nions, have found 'it no hard task to 
impoſe upon their weak and corrupt 
Countrey-men , whatſoever opinions 
they had 1n charge to infuſe into them : 
So that we may rather wonder to find 
that all thoſe abuſes for which we 


complain of the Church of Rome are 


not among them, than that ſome have 
oot footing there. 

6. But atter alt this, the mainthings 
upon which we have ſeparated from 
the Church of Rome, are not to be 
found among thoſe Churches : Such as 
the adoring the Conſecrated Elements, 
the denying the Wine to the People, 
the ſaying Maſſes for Redeeming Souls 
out of Purgatory, the having Images 
for the Trinity, the immediate Invoca- 
tion of Saints for the pardon of Sin , 
and thoſe bleſſings which we receive 
only from God: Beſides an infinite 
variety of other things. Not to mention 


| their denying the Popes authority. And 


to turn this argument on them, Thoſe 
parts of their Worſhip, in which they dit- 


fer ſo much from the Eaſtern Churches, 


do afford us very good arguments to 
evince that they are Innovations , 
L 3 brougit 
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brought in ſince theſe ages, in which 
thoſe Churches held Communion with 
the Roman Church : And do prove 


| that at the time of their Separation 


they were not introduced in the We- 
ſtern Church : For when we find ſuch 
a keenneſs of diſpute concerning one 
of the moſt Tar nan; things 1n the 
World, as whether the Sacrament 
ſhould be of Leavened or Unleavened 
Bread; can we think that if the Li- 
ztines had then worſhipped the Sacra- 
ment, they had not much rather have 
objected to the Greeks their Irreverence 
upon ſo high an occaſion, than have 
inſiſted on the matter of unleavened 
Bread ? 

As for the concluſion, we do ac- 
knowleage it is ſuch as becomes an Al- 
lembly of Biſhops. But whether it 
becomes men of their Characters, of 
their Birth and of their Qualities, to 
pretend to ſuch gentleneſs and meek- 
neſs, when all the World ſees ſuch noto- 
710us proofs given to the contrary,l ſhall 
not determine ; but will leave it to 
their own ſecond rhoughts to conſider 
better of it. We find both the King 
and the Clergy of Fraxce, expreſſing 
great tenderneſs towards the perſons of 


thoſe they call Hereticks, togetherwith 


their 
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their reſolutions of gaining them only 
by the Methods of Perſuaſion and Cha- 
rity, and yet the contrary 1s practi{cd 
in ſo many parts of Fraxce, that conli- 
dering the exa&t Obedience that the 
Inferiour Officers pay to the Orders 
that are fent them from the Court , 
we mult conclude theſe Orders are 
procured from the King , without his 
being rightly informed .concerning 
them : And ſince we muſt either doubr 
of the ſincerity of the Kings Declarati- 
ons or of the Aſſemblies, we hope they 
will not take itill, if we pay that Reve- 
rence to a Crowned Head, and to ſo 
illuſtrious a Monarch, as to prefer him 
in the competition between his credit 
and theirs; and they muſt forgive us 
if we ſtand in ſome doubt of the fince- 
rity of this Declaration, till we are 
convinced of it by more Infallible 
proofs than words or general Protc- 
{tations, 
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The Conclufzon. 


Hus I have made ſuch Re- 

marks on theſe Methods as 

ſeem both juſt and ſolid: 1 

have advanced no aſſertion 

either of Fa& or Right concerning 
which I am not weli afſured, and 
which I cannot juſtiie by a much 
larger ſeries of proofs than I thought tir 
to bring into a Diſcourſe, which I in- 
rendead ſhould be as ſhorr as was pol- 
ſible. But if that be neceffary, and I 
am called on to do it, I ſhall not de- 
cline it. TI have with great care avoid- 
ed the ſaying any thing meerly for 
contentions ſake, or to make up a Mu- 
ſter of many particulars ; for I look on 
that way in which many write for a 
cauſe, as lome Advocates plead for their 
Cheats, by alledging every thing that 
may make a ſhew, or b:aſs an unwary 
nearer, as very unbecomning the profel- 
tion of a Divine, and the cauſe of Truth 


which we ought to aſſert : And there 


is ſcarce any rhing that ſhews a man 
is perſuaded of the truth he maintains, 
more evidently than a ſincere way of 


*ofending it: For great {ubtiltics and 


deep 
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Papiſts, propoſed, 
deep fetches do naturally incline a Rea- 
der to ſuſpect that the Writer was con- 
ſcious to himſelf of the weakneſs of his 
caule, and was therefore reſolved to 
ſupply thoſe defets by the quickneſs 
and nimbleneſs of his parts. 

But having now faid what I think 
ſufficient in the way of Remarks upon 
the Letter, and the Methods publiſhed 
by the late Aſſembly General of the Cler- 
gy of France ; Inow go onto fome Me- 
thods which ſeem ſtrong and well groun- 
ded for convincing thoſe in Communion 


with the Church of Rowe, that they 


ought to ſuſpect the ground they ſtand 


on. In which I ſhall obſerve this Method: 


Firſt, TI ſhall offer ſuch grounds of juſt 
ſuſpicion and jealouſie, as may diſpoſe 
every conlidering man to fear and ap- 
prehend that their Church is on a wrong 
bottom; from which I ſhall draw no 
other Inferences, but that they are rea- 
ſonable grounds to take a man a little 
off from the engagement of his former 
Education and Principles, and may 
diſpoſe him to. examine matters 1n dil- 
pute among us with more application 
and leſs partiality : And then I ſhall 
ſhew upon more demonſtrative grounds 
how falſe the foundations are, on 
which the Church of Rome 1s as 

ca, 
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ed, both which I ſhall examine only 
in a general view, and in bulk, with. 
out deſcending by retail unto the parti- 
culars in Controverſie between us. 

1. And firit, Ir is a juſt ground to 
ſuſpe& any Church or Party of men, 
that pretend to have every thing 
paſs upon their word or authority; 
and that endeavour to keep thoſe who 
adhere to them in all the Ignorance 
poſſible ; that divert them from ma- 
king Enquiries into Religion, and dy 
with great carneſtneſs infuſe in them an 
Implicite Belief of whatſoever they {hall 
propoſe or ditate to them. The 
World has found by experience that 
there 15 nothing in which fraud and 
artifices have been more employed than 
in matters of Religion : And that Prieſts 
have been often guilty of the baſelt 
impoſtures. And therefore it is 2 
ſhrewd Indication that any fort i 
them that make this the firſt and 
grand principle which they 1nfuſe in. 
to their followers, that they ought to 


believe every thing that the majority] 


of themſelves decree, and do therefore 
recommend Ignorance and Implicite 
Obedience to their people, and keep 
the Scriptures out of their hands all 


they can, and wrap up their Worſhy 
un 


Papiſis, propoſed. 


in 2 language not underitood by the 
vulgar, are not to be too eaſily belie- 
ved : But that they may be juſtly ſuſ- 
pected of having no ſincere deligns, 
ſince Truth is of the n2ture of Light : 
And Religion was ſent into the World 
toenlighten our minds, and to raiſe our 
underſtandings. 

2. Itis a juſt ground of Jealoufie of 
any Church, if the holds many opini- 
ons which have a mighty tendency to 
raiſe the Empire and Dominion of the 
Clergy to a vaſt height. A Reverence 
to them for their works ſake is due by 
the light of Nature :: But if Prieſts ad- 
vance this further to ſuch a pitch that 
every one of them 1s believed qualified 


by his Character to work the greateſt 


Miracle that ever was: The change of 
the Elements of Bread and Wine into 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, beſides 
all the other Conſecrations, by which 
Divine Vertues are brought down on 
{ich things as they bleſs: If it 1s alſo 
believed neceſſary to enumerate all le- 
cret ſins to them ; and if their Abſolu- 
tion is thought to have any other Ver- 
tue in it, than a giving the Peace of the 
Church, with a Declaration of the 
terms upon which God pardons Sin- 
ners : If the Vertue of the Sacraments, 
M. | upon 
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upon which ſo much depends, accord- 
ing to their principles, is ſo entirely in 
the Prieſts power, that he can defeat it 
when he pleaſes witha croſs intention; 
ſo that all mens hopes of another ſtate 
ſhall depend on the Priefts good dil- 
poſition to them, by which every man 
muſt know how neceſſary it is to pur- 
chaſe their favour at any rate: If likewiſe 
they pretend to an Immunity from the 
Secular Judge;and doall enter into Oaths 
which center in him whom they ac- 
knowledge their Common Head, whoſe 
_ authority they have advanced above all 
the powers on Earth, ſo that he can de- 
voſe Princes and give away his Domi- 
nions to others: It muſt be confeſſed 
that all theſe have ſuch Characters of 
Intereit and Ambition on them , and 
are fo little like the true Spirit of Chri- 
ſtiznity, or indeed the Common Prin- 
ciples of Natural Reaſon and Religion, 
that a man 1s very partial who does not 
chink it reaſonable to ſuſpect ſuch pro- 
ceedings, and a Church that holds ſuch 
Doctrines. 
3. It is likewiſe reaſonable to ſuipet 
: any Church that holds many opinions 
that tend much to a vaſt encreaſe of 
their Wealth, and to bring the greateſt 
'Frealures of the World into their 
hands, 
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hands. The power of redeeming Souls 
out of Purgatory has brought more 
Wealth into the Church of Rowe, than 
the diſcovery of the I4zes has done to 
the Crown of Spaiz. Such alſo was 
the power of Pardoning, and of ex- 
changing Penances for Money, by 
which the World knew the price of 
Sins, and the rates at which they were 
to be compounded for. The Popes 
power of granting Indulgences, the 
vertue of Pilgrimages, the communi- 
cation of the merits of Orders to ſuch 
as put on their Habits ; and 1n 
a word, the whole authority that the 
Court of Rome has aſſumed 1n thele lat- 
ter ages, that tend ſo much to the en- 
creaſe of their Revenue, are all ſuch 
evident Indications of particular ends 
and private deligns, that he mult be 
very much wedded to his firſt impreſ- 
fions, that does not upon this ſuſpect 
that matters have not been lo fairly carr1- 
ed among them, that nothing ought to be 
doubted which is defined by them. 

4. It is a very juſt cauſe of ſuſpect- 
ing every thing that is managed by a 
company of Priefts, if they have tor {cve- 
ral Ages carried on their deſigns by 
the fouleſt methods of Forgery and Im- 
poſture ; of which they themſelves 
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are now both convinced and aſhamed. 
When the Popes authority was built 
on a pretended Collection of the Let- 
ters, which the Popes of the firſt ages 
afrer Chriſt were ſaid to have writ; 
and their aſſumed Juriſdiction was ju. 
ſtified by thoſe precedents which are 
now by themſelves acknowledged to 
be forgeries. When the Popes Tem- 
poral Dominion was grounded on the 
Donations of Conſtantize, of Charles the 
Great, and his Son Lews the Good, 


which appear now to be notorious 


forgeries : When an infinite number 
of Saints, of Miracles, Viſions, and 
other wonderful things were not only 
read and preached to the people, but 
likewiſe were put into the Collects 
and Hymns uſed on their Feſtivals, 
which wrought much on the ſimplici- 
ty and ſuperſtition of the valgar ; many 
of which are now proved to be ſuch 
grols impoſtures, that they are forced to 
daſh them out of their Offices, and 
others againſt which there lyes not ſuch 
politive proof, yet depend on the credit 
only of ſome Legend , writ by ſome 
Monks. When many Books paſt over 
the World as the Writings of the moſt 
Ancient Fathers which were but lately 
writ, and many of their genuine Wrr 
| tings 
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tings were grolsly vitiared. When all 
thoſe things are become ſo evident , 
that the moſt Learned Writers amongſt 
themſelves, particularly in the Gallicaz 
Church, have not only yielded to the 
proofs brought by Proteſtant Writers 
in many of theſe particulars, but have 
with a very Commendable Zeal and 
Sincerity, made diſcoveries themſelves 
in ſeveral particulars, into which the 
others had not ſuch advantages to pe- 
netrate- There is upon all theſe 
grounds, good caule given to mittruſt 
them 1n other things, and it 1s very 
reaſonable to examine the aſſertions of 
that Church with the ſevereſt rigour, 
ſince an Impoſture once diſcovered, 
ought to bring a ſuſpicion on all con- 
cerned 1n it, even as to all other things. 

5. There is likewiſe great reaſon to 


ſuſpeCQ all that are extream fierce and. 


violent : that cannot endure the leaſt 
contradiction, but endeavour the ruine 
of all that oppoſe them. Truth makes 
men both confident of its force, and 
merciful towards ſuch as do not yet re- 
ceive it : Whereas Errour is Jealous 
and Cruel. If then a Church has de- 
creed that all Hereticks , that is, ſuch 
as do not ſubmit to all her deciſions are 
to be extirpated ; it ſhe has om 

1Cr 


55 


156 


See the Oath 
12 Pont zj.Kom. 


Methods for Cl onvmncine 


her Biſhops by Oath at their Ordinations 
to Perſecute them to the utmoſt of their 
power, Tf Princes that do not extir- 
pate them, are firſt to be excommunt- 
cated by their Biſhops, and after a years 
Contumacy, are to be depoſed by the 
Popes, and their Kingdomes to be given 
away. If all Hereticks upon Obſtina: 
cy or Relapſe are to be burnt; and it 
they endeavour in all places as much as 
they can, to ere Courts of Inquiſiti: 
on withan abſolute authority, in which 
Church-men, forgetting their Chz 
racer, have vied in Inventions of Tor- 
ture and Cruelty with the bloodieft 
Tyrants that have ever been : Then it 


muſt be confeſſed, that all theſe ſet to- 


gether preſent the Church that autho- 
rizes and practiſes them with ſo dread.- 
ful an aſpeQ, ſo contrary to thoſe bow: 
els and tendernefles that are in the na- 
ture of man : Not to mention the mer- 
Ciful Idea's of God, and the wonderful 
meekneſs of the Author of our Holy 
Religion; that we muſt conclude that 
under what form foever of Religion 
ſuch things are fer on foot in the 
World, ſuch a Doftrine is ſo far from 
improving and exalting the nature of 
man, that really it makes him worſe 


than he would otherwile be, if he my 
eft 
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left to the ſoftneſs of his own nature: 


And certainly it were better there were 
no revealed Religion in the World, 
than that mankind ſhould become 
worſe, more cruel, and more barba- 
rous by its means, than it would be if it 
were . governed by Nature or a little 
Philoſophy. 

Upon all theſe grounds laid together, 
it 15 no unreaſonable thing to conclude, 
that a Church liable to ſuch imputa- 
tions ought juſtly to be ſuſpected, and 
that every one 1n it ought to examine 
well on what grounds he continues in 
the Communion of a ſociety of men, 
againſt which ſuch ſtrong prejudices lie 
ſo fairly, without the leaſt ſtraining 
or aggravating matters too much. 

I proceed now to the ſecond part of 
my undertaking, which is to ſhew, that 
the grounds upon: which that Church 
ns, are certainly weak if not falſe. 

n 

1. They boaſt much of a Conſtant 
Succeſſion, as the only infallible mark to 
jadge of a Church, and as that with- 
out which we can never be certain of 
the Faith. Bur if this is true, then in- 


to what deſperate {cruples muſt all men 


fall? For the reſolution of their Faith 
turns to that which can neyer be 1o 
M much 
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much as made probable, much leſs cer. 
tain, The efficacy of the Sacraments 
depending on the intention of the Prieſt, 
none can know who are truly. Baptized 
or Ordained., and who are not: And 
it is not to be much doubred but that 
many profane Prieſts may have, in a 
ſort of wanton Malice, put their In- 
tention on purpole crols to the Sacra- 
meat: For the Impiety of an Atheiſti: 
cal Church-man. is the moſt extrava- 
gant thing in the World, Beſide this, 
what Evidence can they give of the 
Canonical Ordination of all the Biſhops 
of Rome? The firſt Links of that Chain 
are ſo entangled ,' that it is no {mal} 
difficulty to find out who firſt ſucceeg- 
cd the Apoſtles: And it 1s not certain- 
ly known who ſuceeeded them after- 
wards; for fome few Catalogues ga. 
thered up. perhaps from report by Ht 
{torians, 1s not ſo much as of the na- 
ture of a Violent preſumption. - If we 
conſider Succeſſion only as a matter of 


Order, in which we go on without] 


Scrupulolity, I confeſs there is enough 
to ſatisfie a reaſonable man : 'Bur if-we 
think it indiſpenſable both for the con 
veyance of the Faith, and the vertue of 
the Sacraments , then it is impoſſible 


 tohave any certainty of Faith ; all mul 


be 
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be ſounded on conjecture or probability 
at molt. It is but of late that formal 
Inſtruments were made of Ordinations, 


or that thoſe were carefully preferved 


and tranſmitted. In a word, difficul- 
ties can be rationally enough propoſed 
concerning Succeſſion, that muſt needs 
drive one that ſets up his Faith on it 
to endleſs ſcruples, of which it is im- 
poſlible he ſhould be ever ſatisfied. 
There 1s one thing of- great conſe- 
quence in this matter, that deſerves to 
be well conſidered : Under the Mofai- 
cal Law God limited the - Succeſſion to 
the High Prieſthood, fo that the firſt- 
born was to ſucceed; and the great 
Annual Expiation for the whole people 
was to be performed by him. Yet 
when in our Saviours time this was ſ{o.in- 
terrupted, that the High Prieſthood was 
become Annual, and wasſold for money, 
God would not ſuffer the people to 
periſh for want of ſuch Expiation ; 
but . the Sacrifice was ſtill accepted , 


though offered up by a Mercenary In- 


truder: And Cazaphas inthe year of his 
High Prieſthood propheſied : So that 
how great ſoever the ſin of the High 
Prieſt was, the people were ſtill ſafe 
in him that was aQually in that Oft- 


fice. And if rhis was obſerved in a dil: 
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penſation that was chiefly made up of 
poſitive Precepts and carnal Ordinances, 
it is much more reaſonable to expect 
it in a Religion that is more free from 
fuch obſervances, and is more Spiritual 
and Internal. | | | 

2. Another ground on which thofe 
of the Roman Church build is this, 
That a True Church muſt hold the 
truth inall things: Which is fo Sophi- 
ſtical a thing, that it might have been 
expected wiſe and ingenious men 
ſhould have -been Iong ago aſhamed 
of 1t. 

It is certain the Jewiſh Church was 
the trne Church of God in our Savi- 
ours time, for their Sacrifices had then 
an Expiatory Vertue in them : So that 
they had the certain means of Salvati- 
on among them ; which is the formal 
notion of a True Church : And yet in 
ſo great a point as what their Me/7: 
a his Kingdome were to be, we find 
they were in a very fatal errour. The 
opinion of his being to be a Temporal 
Prince had been handed down amon 
them ſo by Oral Tradition, that it had 


_ Tun through them all, from the Priefts 


down to the Fiſher-men : For we find 
the Apoſtles ſo poſſeſſed with it, that at 
the very time of Chrilts —_—_—. 

they 
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they were ſtill dreaming of it: And- 


yet this was a groſs Errour, and pro- 
ved of molt miſchievous conſequence 
to them : Of this they were ſo perſua- 
ded, that the Supream Judicature or 
Repreſentative of their Church , the 
Sanhedrizz, that had much more to 
{hew tor its authority, than a General 
Council can ſhew in the New Teſta- 
ment, erred in this fundamental point, 
and condemned Chriſt as a Blaſphe- 
mer, and declared him guilty of Death. 
So that while they continued to be the 
True Church of God, yet they erred 
in the point which was. of all others 
the moſt important ; upon which it is 


evident, that it is no good Inference to. 


conclude, that becauſe a Church is a 


True Church, therefore it cannot be in 


an Errour. 

3. Another pretence in that Church, 
on which they build much, and which 
makes great Impreſſion on many weak 
minds, is the Churches Iafallibulity in de- 
ciding Controverſies, by which all dil- 
Putes can be {ſoon ended, and they con- 


clude that Chriſt had dealt ill with 


his Church, if he had nat provided 


ſuch a Method for the end of all Dil- 


putes. 
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But it is certain they have loſt this 
Infailibility if they ever had it, unleſs 
it be acknowledged that it is lodged 
in the Pope ; againſt which the Gal- 
lican Clergy has fo lately declared : 
And yet itcan be no where elſe, if it 
15 notin him; for as they have had no 
General Council for about one hundred 
and twenty years, ſo they cannot have 
one but by the Popes Summons; and 
if the Pope is averſe, they cannot find 
this Infallibility : ſo at beſt it is bur a 
Pormant Priviledge, which Popes can 
ſuſpend at pleaſure. In the Interva!s 
of Councils where 1s it ? Muſt one go 
over Exrope, and poll all the Bi- 
ſhops and Divines to find thcir Opi- 
nions? Soin a word, after all the 
noiſe about Infallibility, they can only 
pretend to have it at the Popes Mer- 
cy: And indeed he that can belicve 
a Pope, choſen as he yenerally is, by 


Intrigues and Court factions, to be the 


Infailible Judge of Controverſies ; or 
that a Council managed by all the Ar- 
tifices of crafty men, ( as that at Trext 
appears to have been , even by Car- 
dinal Pallavicini's Hiſtory ) was In- 
fallibly direQed by the Holy Ghoſt, 
is wel! prepared to believe the only 
jnung in the World that is more 

a | " Incre- 


Papuſts, propoſed. 
Tacredible, which is Tranſubſtantia- 
tion. 

There was as good reaſon for lodg- 
ag an Infallible Authority among the 
Fevs as among Chriſtians ;; for their 
Religion conliiting of ſo many Exter- 
nal Precepts concerning which Dif- 
putes might riſe, it ſeemed more ne- 
cellary that ſuch an authority ſhould 
have been eſtabliſhed among them , 
than under a Diſpenſation infinitely 
more plain and ſimple. And the Supream 
Authority was lodged with the S4azhe- 
drim 1n much higher expreſſions under 
the Old Te{tament than can be pretend- 
ed under the New, as will appear to any 
tnat will read the fore cited nlace in 
Deuteronomy, There was allo a Di- 
vine Inſpiration lodged in the Pecty- 
ral, by which the tiigh Prieſt had 
immediate. Anſwers from the Cloud 
of Glory ; and when that ceaſed un- 
der the Second Temple, yet, as their 
Writers tell us, that was ſupplyed by 
a degree of Prophecy ; which 1s allo 
confirmed by what S. Toba ſays con- 


_ cerning Caiaphas's Prophecying ; and 


yet after ail this, that In;aVibllity was 
not 10 obſtinately lodged with them, 
that a company of lewd and wicke | 
Priets.could not mil-lea 1 rhe people, a3 
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they did in the DoCtrine concerning 
the Mefſzas. From all which it may 
be well inferred, that how large 1o- 
ever the meaning of thoſe diſputed 
paſſages that relate to the authority of 
the Church may be ſuppoſed to te, 
yet a tacite condition muſt be ſtill 1im- 
plyed in them, That while Church-men 
continue pure and fincere, and ſeek the 
truth inthe methods preſcribed by the 
Goſpel, they ſhall not err in any point of 
Salvation.” And it 1s not reaſonable to ex- 
pect that our Saviour ſhould have letc 


a more effeual proviſion againft Er- 


rour than he has done againſt Sin ; 
ſince the latter is certainly more per- 
nicious and deſtructive of thoſe ends 
for which he came into the World: 
So that as he has only left ſufficient 
means for thoſe who uſe them wsll to 
keep themſelves from Sin, in ſuch a 
manner that they ſhall not periſh in 
it ; ſo has he likewiſe provided a lut- 
ficient ſecurity againit Errour, when 
juch means of InſtruQtion are offered 
that every one who applies himſe:t to 
the due uſe of them, ſhall not err 
damnably. 20 
'. 4. Another foundation on which 
they build 1s Oral Tradition , which 
they reckon was handed down in eve- 
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ry Age ſince the Apoſtles days. This 
ſome explain ſo as to make it only 
the conveyance of the Expoſition of 
the Scriptures, though others ſtretch 


it further, as if it might carry down 


Truths not mentioned in Scripture : 
And for finding this out two Mcthods are 
given: The one is Preſymprive, when 
from the Doctrine of the Church in 
any one age, it 1s preſumed from thence, 
that thoſe of that age had ir from the 
former, and the former from thoſe who 
went before them, rill we run it up to 
the Apoltles days. 

The other Method is of particular 
proof, when the conveyance in every 
age appears from the chief Writers 
in it. I thall not here run out to ſhew 
upon either of theſe hypotheſes, the 
unfitneſs of this way of conveying 
Dottrines, nor the ealie door it opens 
ro fraud and impoſture; but ſhall only 
ſhew that they cannot prove they have 
a competent Evidence of Oral Tradi- 
tion among them. 

And firſt, it is certain that we have 
not handed down to us a general cx. 
polition of the Scriptures, and that al- 
moſt all the Ancient Expoſitors run 


after Allegories, according to the way ot 


hs Greek Philoſophers ; For ſome whole 
$6204 at app} ages 
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ages we have not above two or three 
Writers, and thoſe lived very remote; 
and what rhey ſay, chiefly in the pal- 
{ages tthar are made uſe of in the later 
Diiputes, fall in oft on the by, and 
ſeem rather to have dropt from them, 


than to have been intended by them; 


ſo that this cannot be thought dect- 
ſive. And when tt is likewiſe. con- 
feſſed, that in their Diſputes wxh the 
Hereticks of their days, they have not 
argued ſo critically from thoſe places 


_ of Scripture, which they conſidered 


more narrowly : Tt will not be reaſo- 
nable to conclude roo poſitively upon 
thoſe things that rather fell in their way 
occaſionally, than were the deſigned 
ſubjeRs of their enquiries. $0 that 1t 
15 not poſſible ro prove an Oral Tra- 
dition by the Inſtances of particular 
Writers, 1n all the ages and corne1s of 
the Church : For almoſt an age and a 
half we have not one copious Lane 
Writer but [ertullianand Cyprian, that 
both lived in Carthaze: And it 15 not 


very clear of what perſuaſion the for: 


mer was when he wrote the greateſt 
part of his Treatiſes: That he was a 
Heretick when he wrote ſome of them 
1s paſt diſpute : Now. can one think 
that x God had intended that the Faith 
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ſhould have paſſed down by ſuch a 


conveyance, there would have been 


ſuch uncertain prints left us by which 
we might trace 1t out ? 
As for the other Methad of Pre- 


| ſumption or Preſcription, it 1s cer- 


tainly a falſe one; for if in any one 
particular 1t can be made appear that 
the Doctrine of the Laz;z Church has 
been 1n theſe latter ages contradictory 
to that of the primitive times, then 
this of Preſctiption is never to be any 
more alledged; and of this I ſhall give 
two Initances that feem demonſtra- 
tive. The firſt is about the worſhip- 


ping departed Saints or Martyrs , 
which has been the practice of the 


Ltia Church for ſeveral ages : And 


yet 1n the ſecond Century we have the 


greateſt evidence poſſible that it was 
not the Doctrine of that age ; and 
that not in any occaſional word let 
fall by ſome ſingle Writer, but in a 
Letter writ by the Church of S172, 


' concerning the Martyrdom of their late 
Biſhip S. Potjcarp : In which there ap- 


ars that warm affection for his per- 


fon, and honour for his memory, that 


we cannot think they would have been 
wanting in any fort of reſpect that was 
due to the aſhes of lo great 2 Saint. 
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And what they fay to this purpoſe 1 
deliberately brought out ; for it being 
ſuggeſted by the Jew that had fer on 
the Heathens againlt that Martyr, that 
ir was neceſſary ro deſtroy his Body, 
leſt the Chriſtians ſhould worſhip 
him ; They reject that imputation in 
theſe words : 1 hey being Tz2norant, ſay 
they, that we can never forſake Chr: 

who diced for the ſalvation of the World, 
mor worſhip any other, for we adore him 
as the Son of God. But for the Mar- 
tyrs, we do worthily love them, as the 
Diſciples and Followers of our Lord, for 
their uncongiered love to their King and 
Maſter, and therefore a.{re to be their 
Partaers and Diſciples. 

To this I ſhall add another Inſtance 
that is no lef* evident, which is con- 
cerning the preſence of Chriſt in the 
Sacrament. The Tradition of the 
Church can be beſt gathered from 
the Liturgies, which are the pub- 
lickeſt, the moit united and molt ſo- 
lemn way in which ſhe expreſſes her 
ſelf, In S. Ambroſc*s time, or wholo- 
ever clſe was the Author of the Book 
of the Sacraments that goes under his 
name, we find that the Prayer of 
Conlecrations, as it 15 cited by him, 
Giftcrs 10 A very eflential point _ 
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that which is now in the Canon of the 
Maſs: In the former they called the' 
Sacrifice that they offered up in it, the 
franre of the Body and Blood of Chriſt; 
but fince that time they have changed 
that phraſe, and inſtead of it rhey pray, 
that 1: may be to us the Body and Bluod of 
Chriſt. Wecannot tell in what age this 
change was made , but we may cer- 
tainly conclude that the Latz2 Church 
in S. Ambroſe's time, had a very difte- 
retit opinion concerning the preſence 
of Chriſt, from that which is now re- 
ceived among them; and that then ſhe 
only believed a Figurative Preſence. 
And thus it is certain that the Pre- 
ſumptive Method for finding out Oral 
Tradition is a falſe one, and that the 
particular proof of Tradition by enqui- 
ring into the Dottrine of every age is 
impoſſible to be made. | 

s. I ſhall enlarge a little farther 
upon one particular Inſtance , which 
is concerning one of thoſe propolitions 
htely condemned by the Aſſembly Ge 
zeral : In which I intend to ſhew that 
they have departed from the Tradition 


of the Church, much more evidently 


than they can pretend that we have 
done: And this is concerning the Popes 
power oiDepoling Kings, which they 

who 


169 


The ſame Prap- 
er «+ thus Vare- 
ed in the Canon 
of rhe Maſs. 
Quam oblartt- 
onem tu Deus 
1n omnibus 
quxſumus bee 
nediqam, af- 
criptam, ra- 
ram, rationa- 
bilem acce- 
prabilemque 
facere digne- 
ris, ut nobts 
corpus & 
ſanguis fiat 
dile&i{ſimi 
hli1 rut Domi- 
ni yoſtrt Jef 
Chriſtt, 


170 


Methods for Convincing 


who live under ſo mighty a Monarch 
have very prudently renounced : But 
whether they have not more plainly 
contradicted the Tradition of the 
Church than the Reformers did, {hall 
appear by the ſequel of this Dil- 
courſe. _ | 


In order to which I ſhall lay down two - 


grounds that ſeem undeniable in their 
own principles ; The one 1s, That the 
Tradition of any Age or Ages of the 
Church, when it is univerſal and un- 
diſputed, is of the ſame authority with 
the Tradition of any other Age what- 
ſoever : For the promiſes made to the 
Church laſt continually, and have the 
{ame force at all times : And there- 
fore a Tradition for theſe laſt ſix hun- 
dred years is of as ſtrong an autho- 
rity as was that of the firſt fix 

Ages. | 
The ſecond is, That a Tradition 
concerning the meaſures of mens Obe- 
dience and aCtions, is of the ſame au- 
thority with a Tradition concerning 
the meaſures of their Belief. The one ſort 
are practical, and the other are ſpecula- 
tive points; and as more are concerned 
ina practical truth than ina ſpeculative 
point, fo it has greater effects and more 
influence on the World ; therefore it is as 
neceſlary 
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neceſſary that theſe be certainly hand- 
ed down as the other: And by con- 
ſequence a Tradition concerning any 
Rule of Life is as much to be received 
as that concerning any point of Belief; 
tor the Creed _ the Ten Command- 
ments being the two Ingredients of the 
politive part of our Baptiſmal Vow ; 
It 15 as neceſſary that we be certainly 
directed in the one as in the other; and 
if there were any preference to be ad- 
mitted here, certainly it muſt be for that 
which 1s more practical, and of greater 
extent- HR? 
Upon theſe two grounds I ſubſume, 
that all the CharaCters of Oral Tra- 
dition, by which they can pretend to 
find it out in any one particular , 
agree to this Doctrine of the Popes 
power of depoſing Princes that are 
either Hereticks, or favourers of 
them. The way sof ſcarching for Tra- 
dition are theſe four : Firſt what the 
Writers aud Doctors of the Church 
have delivered down from one age to 
another. The ſecond is what the Popes 


.have taught and pronounced ex Cathe- 
.dra , which to a great part of that 


Communion is Decifive, their aucho- 
rity being held Infallible; and to the 
reſt it is at leaſt a great Indication of 
| che 
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the Tradition of ſuch an Age. The 
third is, what ſuch Councils as are 
eſteemed and received as Oecumenical 
Councits have decreed as General Rules. 
The fourth is, the late famous Method 
of Preſcription, when from the recei- 
ved Doctrine of any one Age we run 
a back-ſcent up to the Apoſtles, upon 
this ſuppoſition that the DoGtrine of 
the Church , chiefly in a viſible and 
fenſible thing, could not be changed. 
Theſe are all the ways imaginable-to 
find out the Tradition. of paſt Apes; 
and they do all agree to this Doctrine. 
All the Writers for tive or ſix Apes, 
both Commentators on Scripture, the 
School-men, the Caſuifts and Canoniſts 
agreed in it ; fo. that Cardinal Perrmm 
had reaſon to. challepge' thoſe of the 
contrary perſuaſion. to. ſhew any one 
Writer before Calviz's time, that had 
been ' of another mind. We do not 
Cite this as a proof, becauſe Cardinal 
Perron ſaid ſo, but becauſe the thing 
in it ſelf cannot be diſproved ; and in the 
Contefts that fell in between the Popes 
and thoſe Princes againſt whom they 
thundred, no Civihan nor Canoniſt 
ever denied the Popes power of depo- 
ſing in the caſe cf Hereſie. It is true, 
when the Popes pretended to a —_ 
ra 
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ral Dominion, and that all Princes 
were their Vaſſals, ſome were found to 
write againſt that; other Princes con- 
tended about the particulars laid to 
their charge, and denied that they were 
either Hereticks or favourers of Here- 
ticks. But none ever diſputed this 
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polition in general, that in a maniteft | 


caſe of Hereſie the Pope might not de- 
pole Princes ; and it is too well known 
what both the Sorbonne determined in 
the caſe of Heary the Third, and like- 
wile how the body of the Clergy adhe- 
red to Cardinal Perroz in the oppoliti- 
on he made to the condemnation of that 
opinion. | | 
_ - The next mark of Tradition 1s the 
Popes pronouncing an opinion ex C- 
thedra, that is, in a ſolemn Judiciary 
way, founding it on Scripture and Tra- 
dition. If Popes had only brutally 
made War upon ſome Princes, and 
violently thruſt them out of their Do- 


minions, this indeed were no mark by 


which we could judge of a Tradition : 
But when we find Gregory the Seventh, 
and many Popes gince his time, found 
this authority on paſſages of Scripture, 
as that of the Keys being giver to S. Pe- 


ter, Jeremiah the Prophet's being ſet over 
. Kynedomes to root out , to pluck up and 
I. ON 


; Lib.8. Ep. 214 


Extyavap. de 
Major. & 0- 
bed, cap. 1, 
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deflroy, and that all power in Heaven and 
Earth was given to Chriſt ; and hs 
bidding his Diſciples to buy a Sword, we 
muſt look on this as the declaring the 
Tradition of the Church. So that it 
mult eit':er be confeſſed that they are 
not faithful conveyers of it, or that this 
is truly the Tradition of the Church. 
And this has been done ſo often theſe 
lait ſix hundred years, that it were 
a needleſs impoſing on the Readers pa- 
tience to go about the proving it. 

The Third Indication of Tradition is 
the Declaration made by Synods, but 
chiefly by General Councils. I need 
not here mention the many- Roman 
Synods that have concurred with the 
Popes in the Depolitions which they 
thundered out againſt Kings or Em- 
perours, ſince we have greater autho- 
rTities confirming it. The Third Coun- 
ctl of Lateran declared that all Princes 
that favoured Hereſie fell from - their 
Domunons, ' and they granted a Plena- 
ry Indulgence to all that fought againſt 
them. The Fourth Council of the La- 
zeran veſted the Pope with the -power 
of giving away their Dominions, if 
they continued for a year obſtinate in 
that their merciful diſpoſition of not 
extirpating Hereticks, The firſt _ 

| Cl 
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cil of Zians concurred with the Pope 
in the depoſition of the Emperour Fre- 
derick the Second, which is grounded 
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in the preamble on the power of binding 


and looſing given to S. Peter. 

After theſe came the Council of Cox- 
flance, and they reckoning themlielves 
{uperiour to the Pope, lookt on this as 
a power inherent 1n the Church, and 
{o afſumed it to themſelves ; and there- 
fore put this Sanction in many of their 
Decrees, particularly inthat tor main- 
taining the Rights of the Church, and 
in the Paſsports they granted , which 
had been often added in the Bulls thar 
confirmed the foundations of Monaſte- 
r1es, that if any, whether he were Em- 


-perour, King, or of what Dignity ſo- 


ever he might be, oppoſed their Or- 
der, he ſhould thereby forfeit his Nig- 


. nity. The Council of Siez»a confirm- 


ed all Decrees againſt Hereticks, and 
the favourers of them, that had been 
made 1n any former Councils, and by 
conſequence thoſe of the Third and 


'Fourth Councils 1n the Lateraz. The 


Council of Bafi/ put that threatening 
clauſe of forfeiture, uſed by thoſe of 
Conftance, 1n their Decree for a Gene- 


ral Council: Ard at Trezt it was de- 
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clared, That if any Prince did ſuffer a 
Duel to be fought in his Domintons , 
he was thereupon to forfeit that place 
ia which it was fought. Now by the 
{:me authority that they could declare 


a forfeiture of any one place, they 


' could dec'are a forteiture of a Princes 

whole Dcminion ; for both thoſe Sen- 
tences flow from the ſame Superi- 
our Jurisdiftion : And thns we ſee 
jeven of thoſe Councils which they 
eſteem peneral, have either decreed, 
confirmed, or aſſumed this right of 
Depoling Kings, for Herefie., or in- 
deed for breaking their Orders and 
Writs. 

' 4. The fourth mark of Tradition is 
that which has been of late fo famous 
by Mr. Arzanld's endeavours to prove 

from thence that the belief of the Corpo- 

' ral Preſence in the Sacrament is a Do- 
Etrine derived down from the Apofiles 
days,which is this: If any one Age has 
univerſally received an opinion as an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, it muſt be concluded that 
that Age had it trom the former, and 
that from the preceding till we arrive 
atthe Apoſiles days: And this he thinks 
muſt hoid the ſtronger, if the point 
{o received wig a thing obvious to all 

| | men, 
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men, in which every one was concern- 
cd, and to which the nature of man 


was inclined to make a powerful op- 
poſition. I ſhall not examine how true 


this is in general , nor how applicable: 


in fact it 15 tothe Dodrine of the Cor- 
poral Preſence ; but ſhall only fay that 
allowing all theſe marks to be the ſure 
Indications of Apoſtolical Tradition , 
the DoQtrine of Depoſing Princes for 
favouring Hereſie, has them all much 
more indiſputably than the other has. 
Take any one Age from the eleventh 
Century to the ſixteenth, and it wall 
appear that not only the Popes, the Bi- 
ſhops, and all the Eccleſiaſtical Order 
received it, but that all the Laity like- 
wile embraced it: Though this was a 
matter obvious to ſenſe, in which ma- 
ny were much concerned. It might 
have been hoped that Princes upon 
their own account for fear of an ill 
Precedent, would have proteCted the 
'T:epoſed Prince : But on the contrary, 
they either entred into the Croiſades 
themſelves, or at leaſt gave way to 
them : vaſt Armies were gathered to- 
gether to execute thoſe Sentences, and 
the _— Princes had no way to 
keep their people firm to them, but 
by aſſuring them they were not guil- 

ty 
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ty of the matters abjefted to them 
which ſhewed that had their people 
believed them guilty, they had forſa- 
ken them: And yet as it was, the 
terrour of a Croiſade was ſuch, and 
the Popes authority to depoſe Princes 
was ſo firmly believed, that they were 
for the moſt part farced to fave them. 


ſelves by an abſalute ſubmiſſion to 


the Popes pleaſure, and to what 
Conditions or Penances a haughty 

Pope would impoſe on them. So 
certain it 15 that this Doftrine was 
univerſally received in thoſe ages. 

And thus it appears that all the 
Characters by which it can be pre- 
tended that an Apoſtolicn| Tradition 
can be known, agree to this Dofrine 
in ſo full and unconteſtable a manner, 
that they cannot bring ſuch Evidence 
for the points in diſpute between them 
and us. So that the Aﬀembly Gene- 
ral by condemning this Doctrine, have 
departed from the Tradition of their 
own Church more apparently than it 
can be pretended that either Luther 
and Calviz did in any of thoſe Dao- 
Qrines which they rejeQed ; and there- 
fore they ought not any more to com- 
plain of us for throwing off ſuch things 
as they found on Tradition, ny 

| ave 


a .DHH+x to. ad ot Hdwnnd 


Papiſts, propoſed. ; 
have ſet us ſuch an Example. From 
which I {hall only infer this, That they 
theaſelves muſt know how weak a 
foundation Oral Tradition is for Di- 
| vine Faith to build upon , and thar it 
mult be eſtabliſhed upon ſurer grounds. 
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in Scotland, Duarto, ; "52 

A Letter giving a Relation of the preſent ſtate of the - 
Difference between the French King and the: Court 
of Rome ;, to which is added, The Popes Briefto 
the Aſſembly of the Clergy, and their Proteſtati- 
on. Publiſhed by Dr. Bare. 

Alphonſus Borellus de motu Animaliam, in 2 Vol. Quarto. 

Dr: Salmon's Doron Modicum, or ſupplement to his new 
London Diſpenſatory, Oftavo, 

Sir Fames Turner's Pallas Armata, or Military Effayes - 
of the Ancient, . Grecian, Koman and Aodern Art of 
War 4 Fol. | 

Mr. Taner's Primordia: or the Riſe and Growth of the 
firſt Church of God deſcribed, O&ave. 

A Letter writ by the laſt Aflembly General of the 
Clergy of France.to the Proteſtants, inviting them 

eg 


Books ſold by Richard Chiſwell. 


co retyrn to their Communion 3 together with the _ 
Methods popes «4 them for their Conviction. 
Tranſlated into Englith and Examined by Dr. G/b. 
Burnet, Oftavo. 

Dr. Cave's Diſſertation concerning the Government of 
the Ancient Church by Biſhops, Metropolitans, 
and Patriarchs: more particularly concerning the 
ancient Power and Juriſdiction of the Biſhops of 
Rome, and the encroachments of that upon other 
Sees, eſpecially Conſtantinople, Oftaws. 

His Hiſtory of the Lives, Acts, Death, and 
Writings of the moſt eminent Fathers of the 
Church that flouriſhed in the fourth Century : (be- 
ing a Second Volumn) wherein amongſt other 
things is an Account of Ariani/m, and all other 
Sects of that Age. With an Inrodattion con- 
taining an Hiſtorical account of the ſtate of Pa- 
ganiſm under the Firſt Chriſtian Emperours, Fo/so. 

' Books mn the Preſs. 
| gms 7ohn Lightfoot's Works in Engliſh, Fol. 

Mr. Selden's pom Anglorum Engliſhed, with 
Notes: To which is added his Epinoms, concerning 
the Ancient Government and Laws of this Kingdom 
never before extant. Alſo two other Treatiſes 
written by the ſame Author : One of the Original 
of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction of Teſtaments;the other 
of the Diſpoſition or Adminiſtration of Inteſtates 
Goods ; now the firſt time Publiſhed, Fo/. 

Mezerays Hiſtory of France, rendred into Engl. Fol. 

Gul. Ten-Rhyne Med. DoF. Diſſertat. de Arthritide, Man- 
tyſſa Schematica, & de Acupunitura, Item Orationes © 
tres de Chemie ac Botanie Antiquitate & Dignitate. De 
Phyſnognomia & de Monſtris. Cum Figurts & Authoris 
notis illuſtrate, Octavo. $2 | 

D. —_—_ Dijſertationes de Ratione Ritunm {udaicorum, 

&c. Fol, ; 


